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FOREWORD 


| am glad to know that Dr. Yaseen Quddusi has writ- 
ten voluminous work entitled “Glimpses of Indian History 
and Culture” mainly based on Persian epigraphical records 
found in different parts of India. Comparatively India is the 
richest country in respect of lithic inscriptions and manuscripts 
on various materials such as balk, palm leaf, paper and metal 
etc. Among these sources inscriptions are the most authen- 
tic records of their times, particularly in respect of dates and 
= names of places, persons their designations, professions and 
Dr. W. H. Siddiqi other related matters. 

Itis a matter of concern that very few historians and scholars have utilized 
these authentic and valuable epigraphical data for the reconstruction of Indian his- 
tory and culture. The Arabic and Persian inscriptions have been extensively copied 
by the Epigraphical Branch of Arabic and Persian inscriptions of Archaeological 
Survey of India, Nagpur but only a few hundreds of them have been published so far. 
Although their readings have been prepared and references have been also col- 
lected in some cases. 

The issues of Epigraphia Indo-Moslemica and after independence Epigraphia 
Indica-Arabic and Persia Supplements have been published which were edited by 
eminent Epigraphists namely Dr. Z.A. Desai who edited and published the largest 
number of inscriptions in Epigraphia Indica-Arabic and Persian Supplements but 
the journal has not come out for many years. 

Dr. Desai has also published a monograph on the Arabic, Persian and Urdu 
Inscriptios of western India in recent years and Dr. Yaseen’s work will be another 


relevant work for the Medieval Indian History and Culture related to the inscriptions 
from different states of India. 


When | teach art, architecture, epigraphy and numismatics in the Institute of 
Archaeology and National Museum Institute, New Delhi, | emphasis the importance 


I 
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istory & Culture 


of the epigraaphical and numismatic sources. | have been also quoting the names 
of architects, supervisors and masons of the construction of historical buildings 
since no such matters are found in Persian contemporary histories of medieval 
India. 

The epigraphs also provide useful specimens of Arabic and Persian callig- 
raphy which help us to trace the development of this most favourite art of Islam. 

The epigraphs also mention several socio-religious practices and also con- 
tain edicts of emperors, kings and official orders through which many odd social 
practices were prohibited. Inscriptions also mention the prices of commodities, land 
revenu and other taxes which help us to study the economic condition of a particular 
place or region in different periods. Inscriptions do correct many wrong information 
given in written histories. 

After coming to Rampur and taking over charge of Rampur Raza Library, 
Rampur | surveyed many places in Rohilkhand area and discovered the earliest 
one-wall mosque at Garh Mukteshwar in J.P. Nagar District which contains a red 
sand stone slab of Arabic inscription of great historical importance which records 
the construction of the gates and enclosure walls of the place now called Baba 
Farid Ka Chilla, in A.H. 682 (A.D. 1283) by an officer Bektars As-sultani, during the 


reign of Ghiyathud-Din Balban. Such type of information is extremely valuable for 
the history of the region. 





rE SSD 
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Inscription from Garh Mukteshwar (U.P.), Dated A.H. 682 (May, 1283 A.D.) 


Thus Dr. Yaseen Quddusi’s book Glimpses of India Hi 
As ia History 

is a welcome addition to our knowledge and | am sure teachers Gta senor ot 
Medieval Indian i story and Culture will be very much benefited. Further the book will 


make historian, aware of the import 
indian history. portance of most authentic and valuable source of 


(DR. W.H. SIDDIQI) 

FORMER DIRECTOR 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SUVEY OF INDIA 
18TH DEC. 2006 
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PREFACE 


This publication “Glimpses of Indian History & Cul- 
ture” is mainly based on Persian inscriptional records. | would 
like to state that India is the richest country with its valuable 
sources for writing on any aspect of history & culture. Our 
Inscriptional records are the authentic and very reliable source 
of information regarding our civilization, society, culture, eco- 
nomic affairs, religious activities, tolerance & administrative 
set up etc. Itis also to be noted that inscriptions are the direct 
source of information about building actvities and monuments. 

History of India is taught at various schools, colleges 

SS and universities. Fundamental information is provident from 
Dr. Yaseen Quddusi the ancient period to the present state of affairs through lec- 
tures to the students. A large number of books are also available, relating to the 
same. The epigraphical or inscriptional records in Arabic and Persian, since the 
establishment of the Muslim rule and even before their rule are also available. 

After the establishment of the Muslim rule i.e. Muslim dynasties, construc- 
tional activities in the form of official buildings, palaces, forts, wells, inns or works of 
public utility etc were taken up. These works are the part of our architectural and 
cultural remains, providing the examples of administrative system and conditions in 
those days. Apart from the art and architectural history related to these monuments 
and buildings, itis also to be noted that majority of the monumental remains are also 
with inscriptional records. Such records or epigraphs are the essential part of these 
buildings. If such inscriptions are removed or not taken into account, then the his- 
tory of that building, dates of completed works, and names of the builders will not be 
known. Hence, itis very obvious that the available inscriptions are the source mate- 
rial of the constructed buildings, importance that place and other activities in around 
& there. 

As amatter of fact Arabic, Persian and Urdu or Dakhani Urdu are concerned, 
inscriptions are available in these languages. From Qutb Minar at Delhi or Arhai 
Dina ka Jhopda at Ajmer to the period or times of the Native States of India, epigrphical 
records in Arabic , Persian and Urdu are available every where. Majority of such 
records have been noticed and their gists are available in the Annual Report on 
Indian Epigraphy since 1952-53 till date. This inscriptional report is published by the 
Archaeological Survey of India. But majority of the students and research scholars 
have not utilized fully the available data in their studies and research. The reasons 
may be there, either they have no information about it or such publications are be- 
yond their reach. 

_ It is not possible to provide information about all the available inscriptional 
records or details in a signal publication: | have selected various epigraphs from 
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different states of India so that some valuable details are available and utilized for 
understanding or writing on various aspects of regional history. The time has come 
to utilize all the available inscriptional records for rewriting, correction and providing 
the needed information gleaned through the available inscriptions. Our research 
scholars should come forward to take up the work and series of state-wise publica- 
tion is possible based on Persian inscriptional records. 

itis also clarified that all the important inscriptions of India have been listed in 
various publications of the Archaeological Survey of India & research articles are 
also available in various journals of the Epigraphia Indo-Moslemica and Epigraphia 
Indica Arabic and Persian Supplement etc. Here my only purpose is to focus the 
other inscriptional records scattered in various parts & states of India. Such Inscrip- 
tions are the part of that region offering information about the personages and events 
of that region which is not available in the known or available sources. Every aspect 
of life is touched upon in such inscriptions. The students of history and research 
scholar are expected to consult all such inscriptional records in their research work 
providing the correct and valuable information of their respectively regions. It will 
enhance the importance that region and regional studies to understand the history 
and culture of India as a whole. 

As far as the Persian epigraphical records are concerned. Through these 
data, we come to know about the system of administration, the administrative divi- 
sions, different postings at different places, implementation of official or royal or- 
ders, socio-economic conditions, prominent personalities, saints & scholars at vari- 
ous Stations, establishment of schools & centres of learning and the art of Perso- 
Arabic Calligraphy on stones and other materials etc. 


12.12.2006 


Dr. M. Yaseen Quddusi 
Superintending Epigraphist /Persian Epigraphist 
ASI (Govt. of India) Rtd. Nagpur 
& Research Supervisor for Ph.D. Degree 
No. Acad/Recog Guide/ 1879-L/2813 dt. Jan. 2003 
RTM Nagpur University Nagpur 
Naya Bazar, KAMPTEE-NAGPUR 441002 India 
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I. ANDHRA PRADESH 
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Hyderbad. Minar of 
the Char Minar 


Hyd. Epitaphs of Mir Shah Ali D.1648 
AD & his wife D.1680 AD Purani Haweli 








Hyd. Epitaph of poet 

Mirza Abu Turab Rizvi 
Mashhadi with pen-name 
Fitrat & his rubai. 


n 
w sar = ~ 


Hyd. Grave of Shah Ali brother of Mir Momin 


Hyd. Records the demise of Gauhar Sultan in Purani Haweli area near the house of 
epee harnda ed An 1088 67A AD] S. M Baqar Musa, belonging ad 
the same family who looks after the 


Persian Naskh. ARIE 8/1975-76 graves complex there. 





Hyd.Bridge of Ghalib Jang completed Hyd. From Daira Mir Momin. Hyd. Persian. Records the 
in 1318 Hijri (1901 A.D.). Inscribed by Record of the demise of Khuda demise of Shahr Banu 
Imaduddin. Beautiful Nastaliq. Wardi Sultan in 1061 (1651 A.D.) Begam in 1134 (1721 A.D.) 
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EPITAPHS FROM JAMA MASJID COMPLEX SANGAREDDI - ANDHRA 
PRADESH 


Miscellaneous inscriptions, District Medak. Among the inscriptions copied 
from Sangareddi, one Arabic record belongs to the local Jami Masjid and four epi- 
taphs pertain to various graves situated in the courtyard of the said Jami Masjid. 
Without mentioning the name of the builder etc. 

1. Jami Masjid inscription in beautiful hand in Naskh style, records only Basmala, 
First Creed and the date (A.H.) 1244 (A.D. 1828-9). The date mentioned in 
the epigraph is obviously for the construction of the Jami Masjid. The names 
of the deceased (in a couple of cases names not mentioned) in the epitaphs 
along with their dates of death are : Hafiz Muhammad Munawwar Peshawari, 
i.e. of Peshawar, A.H. 1290 (A.D. 1873-4), who academically and in religious 
studies benefited from Akhund Sahib of Swat (now in Pakistan); 

2: The mother (name not given) of Safdar Husain, A.H. 1306 (A.D. 1888-9), the 

metrical text in Arabic in beautiful Thulth characters, hav'ng peen composed 

by a poet Khatir. 

The daughter (name not mentioned) of Safdar Husain, A.H. 1308 (1890-1 

A.D.) Sayyid Abdul Wahhab Mysuri, i.e. of Mysore. A.H. 1309 (A.D. 1891-2). 


SPIRITUAL LEADERS OF MEHDAWIS LALGADHI ANDHRA PRADESH 


Miscellaneous Inscriptions, Lalgadhi, District Rangareddi. Quite a good num- 
ber of Persian inscriptions have come to light from this particular piace from the 
local graveyard called Mehdawi Daira, providing information about the Mahdavi spiri- 
tual leaders, inc'uding their female members. The earliest the present death-records 
is Dated AH 106, AD 1657) mentioning the name Sayyidatana Bibi Ummatur Rahim, 


mother of Hadrat Makhsusu’z-Zaman and wife of Miran Had 
rat Sa 
Baha Bani Israil. yyid Khund Mir 


2. The second death-record registers the death of Miran Sayyidna Hadrat Shah 


Nusrat, the son and successor of Miran Had i 
ra rat Sayyid Kh i i 
Israil, in AH 1079 (AD 1668). i AUTRE ra 
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3: The third one pertains to the grave of Sayyidatana Bibi Aisha entitled Bibi 
Piyar Khansahiba, the second wife of Miran Shah Nusrat, who passed away 
in AH 1081 (AD 1671). 

4. The fourth record from the grave of Miyan Sayyid Khund Mir, the son of 
Sayyidna Shah Nusrat, registers the year of his death AH 1090 (AD 1679). 

5. The fifth one registers the death of Bandagi Miran Sayyid Sharif, the son and 
successor of Bandagi Miran Sayyidna Shah Nusrat, in the year AH 1096 (AD 
1685). 

6. As per the sixth death-record, Sayyidatana Bibi Ummatul Aziz, wife of Hadrat 
Bandagi Miyan Sayyid Yadullah Bare Shah Miyan and daughter of Hadrat 
Makhsusuz Zaman breathed her last in the year AH 1097 (AD 16886). 

T The seventh sarcophagus records the death of Hadrat Miyan Sayyid Yusuf, 
son of Hadrat Miyan Sayyid Khund Miri Hadrat in AH 1110 (AD 1698). 

8. The eighth record is from the grave of Hadrat Miyan Sayyid Mubarak, the 
successor of Hadrat Miyan Sayyid Sharif mentioning his death-year AH 1161 
(AD 1748). 

9: The last one is dated AH 1190 (AD 1776) recording the demise of Hadrat 
Miyan Sayyid Khuda Bakhsh, the son and successor of Hadrat Miyan Sayyid 
Mubarak. 


FOUNDATION & DEVELOPMENT OF NUSRATAPUR / 
NASRULLAHABAD UNDER THE QUTB SHAHIS OF GOLCONDA 
Inscriptions of the Qutbshahis of Golconda, Nasrullabad, District 
Mahbubnagar A.P. - There are three inscriptions recorded on two huge slabs in front 
of the Mosque of Nasirul Mulk at Nasrullabad. 


|. HIJRI YEAR 984 (1576 A.D.) © 
Nasirul-Mulk’s Nusratapur 


The first one is a very long bilingual i.e. Persian and Arabic inscription, re- 
corded on four sides of a slab, belonging to the time of Abul Muzaffar Ibrahim Qutb 


3 


Shah and is dated AH 984 (1576 AD). It records that Nasirul Mulk, son of late Daud, 
son of late Shaikh Tahir, was associated with the exalted court and he took keen 
interest in the welfare of the needy and the destitute, with a philanthropic spirit. With 
great efforts, he populated a village and named it Nusratapur. Therein he built a 
tomb, a mosque, a kitchen-house and a langar (i.e. almshouse) in the path of Allah. 
He commanded by a will that the village Nusratapur with all its dependencies, situ- 
ated towards Auncha (or Uncha) in Kanbura District under Telingana administra- 
tion, had been endowed for charitable purposes. It is further recorded that, after 
Nasirul Mulk, his progeny and descendants, whether male or female whose names 
are recorded here, would daily cook twelve maunds of grain for serving to the poor 
and the destitute, guests and travellers, by spending from the collected revenue of 
the village, after having incurred necessary expenses on the structures of the mosque, 
kitchen-house, tanks and gardens. As per the will by Nasirul Mulk, his descendants 
were also directed to keep apart annualy one thousand two hundred Bajhori ?, to- 
wards the (expenses of) their robes and dresses. It is further directed that whatever 
wages and expenses were stipulated for servants, guests, muadhdhin (who as- 
sembles the people to prayers by proclamation from a tower of a mosque), oil for 
the lamp of the mosque and namazgah (a place of prayer) and for tutor, keeping that 
much aside, the rest should be divided into twenty-seven shares. By will, it was also 
commanded by Nasirul Mulk that trusteeship of the village would devolve on Miyan 
Muhammad entitled Mugarrab Khan, receiving one share out of the total twenty- 
seven shares, towards his trusteeship and related obligatory sevices. It is further 
a ion on 
gs, he should divide it among his progeny 
as per two shares each for male-members. 
eh Semmes ee “ : Pa in the inscription that the said vil- 
number of mango, cocoanut, palm and ai a oe Maeda 
study also specifies the boundaries of fie T SS ee 
7 3 age. 
In continuation to the Persian version, is given the gist of the same in Arabic 


along with imprecation. Ibrahim, son of Ali 
3 | Ali, son of Wajihud Din, grand i 
Hamidud Din Nagauri, was the calligrapher of the text. “ sand 


4 
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il. SHUHUR YEAR 982 (1581 A.D.) 


Direction to revenue officers 


On the other slab is recorded another very long inscription in Persian, dated 
(Shuhur) 982 (1 581 AD), saying that since Shuhur year 953 (1 552 AD), the village 
Nusratapur, situated towards Auncha (or Uncha) in District Kanbura, had been en- 
dowed along with its watered and unwatered lands, including tanks and wells and all 
sorts of revenues accruing from various taxes, to Malaikush Sharq Nasirul Mulk, for 
the maintenance of his necessities and charitable assignments (saranjam). It fur- 
ther records that after him (Nasirul Mulk), the same endowment would continue for 
his decendants. Hence, officials, revenue Officers, deshmukhs and mugaddams of 
Kanbura and Auancha in District Kanbura, are directed to note that the said village 
with all its revenues and requisites, belonged to the exalted noble Malikush Sharq 
Nasirul Mulk. Itis also ordered that officers posted in the revenue department (diwan) 
and at the outpost (thana), need not send revenue collectors in and around the said 
village (for revenue collection). Officials are further directed that they should not ask 
for anew royal order every year and the same old royal order should be given due 
recognition, making necessary entry therein. The calligrapher of this inscription was 
the same person as mentioned above i.e. brahim, son of Ali, son of Wajihud Din, 
son of Safihud Din, grandson of Qadiul Qudat Makahdum Qadi Hamidud Din Nagaun. 
It may be added that the name of the Qubt-Shahi ruler is not mentioned here but the 
date given at the end of the inscription, falls under the regime of Muhammad Quli 
Qutb Shah (1580-1612 AD). 


ill ROYAL ORDER (1581 A.D. 


Just below the second inscription narrated above, is the third inscription in 
Persian, on the same (second) slab, registering that a royal order was issued to 
Shaikh ‘Alaud Din Jana Thanadar and the officials of District Kanbura, bringing to 
their knowledge that Malik Nasirul Mulk had converted his inam (grants of land held 
rent-free) village Nusratapur towards Auncha in the said district, into a langar i.e. 
free-kitchen in perpetuity (sal basal), in the name of the Exalted God. It is further 
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recorded that since officials of the said district caused disturbance for collecting 
obligatory rents and dues from the said village, at the instance of the said Malik, it 
was directed to the officials concerned that they need not ask for payment of rev- 
enues from the village, in view of the inam in the name of Malik Nasirul Mulk and the 
same having been converted into Langar-i-Bari-i-Taala i.e. free-kitchen in the name 
of Exalted God. This royal order, as recorded in the inscription, was issued with the 
permission of the chieftain Mir Shah Mir in (AH) 989 (1581 AD). (IA 2002-03). 

This useful information is very interesting to understand the background of 
Nusratapur/Nasrullabad of Mahboobnagar district & old division or regional names 
of that part which is referred to in the above records. The high Officials are also 
associated with the welfare activities there. So far, no such information is available 
in other Persian sources regarding Nustrapur & other welfare. activities. As a whole 
the above inscriptional records are a part of history of that region. 


DAIRA MIR MOMIN HYDERABAD (A.P.) 


Daira Mir Momin Graveyard at Hyderbad is more than 400 years old. As a 
matter of fact, the epitaphic records are the available documents about the various 
aspects of the region and the city of Hyderabad. The Inscriptional slabs are the best 
specimens of calligraphial art and design. The details of the epitaphs are as under: 
Hyderbad 
1E Graveyard called Daira Mir Momin. On the headstone of a grave. A.H. 1011, 

Rabi 1.1. Wednesday night (1602 A.D., August Monday). Persian. States 
that Agha Husain died after one pahar and five ghari had passed on the 
given date. ARIE, 1975-76, D, 22. 

On the headstone of a grave, same place. A.H. 1012, Dhu’l-Qa’da 28 (1604 
A.D. Aprl 18.) Persian. Records the death of Sultan Ahmad so i Hai 
ARIE, 1967-68, D, 39. DEA paar 
On the top of a grave, same place. A.H. 1013 (1604-05 i 
S AM. -09 A.D.) Persian 
Records the name Muinu’d-Din Ahmad. Written b , 
cast. y Muhammad. ARIE, 1967- 
Mosque in Saidabad, opposit i i 
On the central mihrab a H. i g 4 605 ye ke Bee He eee 
AH. 1 - -U.) Arabic. Contains religious 
text and the name of i set J 
ee of the calligrapher Husain Shirazi. ARIE, 1973-71, D. 1- 
5. On the. headstone of a , 
January 1606 A.D.) NAA Se eee eee 
- Record the death of Mir Muhammad Mu'in 
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Tafrishi son of Mir Abdu'l Hakim Tafrishi. ARIE, 1975-76, D, 32. 

6. On the headstone of a grave, same place. A.H. 1014, Dhu’l-Qa’da 2, night- 
(A.D. 1606, March 1.) Persian. Records the death of Muhamad Salih. Com- 
posed by the father of the deceased. ARIE, 1967-68, D, 28. | 

& On the headstone of a grave, same place. A.H. 1014, Dhu’l-Hijja 18 (1606 
A.D., April 16.) Persian. Records the death of Khwaja Muhammad All. ARIE, 
1967-68, D, 38. 

8. Tomb of Bibi Khadija in the same Daira. On the sides of the grave. A.H. 
1016, Jumada 1, 10 (1607 A.D., August 23.) Arabic. Records the death of 
the pious and religious lady Bibi Khadija daughter of Sayyid Mir ‘All of Astarabad 
(alias) Shaikh Awana. EIM, 1917-18, p. 46, pl. XVII; ARIE, 1967-68, D, 25; 
LD, p. 48. 

9. On the obverse and reverse of the headstone of a grave in the same Daira. 

A.H. 1017 (1608-09 A.D.) Persian. Records the death of one Abu'l-Qasim, a 
vastly popular person. ARIE, 1975-76, D, 42. 

10. On the headstone of another grave, same place. A.H. 1018 (1609-10 A.D.) 
Persian. Reports the untimely death of Ibrahim Baig. ARIE 1967-68, D, 34; 
LD, p. 48. 

11. Headstone of a grave in the Daira Mir Momia. A.H. 1020, Dhu’l-Qa’da 17- 
(1612 A.D., January 11.) Persian. Records the death of Sayyid Salih son of 
Agha Haidar. Religious texts Bismillah and Nad-i-Ali so designed as to form 
respectively the outlines of a parrot and of a lion. ARIE, 1967-68, D, 82. 

12. On the headstone of a grave, same place. A.H. 1022. Shawwal (1613 A.D., 
November-December.) Arabic. Records the death of Khwaja Idrak. ARIE, 
1975-76, D, 37. 

13. On the headstone of a grave, same place. A.H. 1022, Dhu’l-Qa’da 22, Sat- 
urday (1613 A.D., December 24.) Persian. Contains religious text. ARIE, 
1967-68, D, 33. 

14. On a loose headstone outside the main gate of the Daira Mir Momin. A.H. 
1036, Ramadan 4 (1627 A.D., May 9.) Persian. Records the demise of Muhibb 
‘Ali Sultan. ARIE, 1967-68, D, 21. 

15. On the headstone of a grave in the said Daira. A.H. 1039, Shawwal 3, Thurs- 
day (1630 A.D., May 6.) Arabic. Records the death of the son of the late 
Muhammad Rafi. ARIE, 1975-76, D, 34. 

16.. On the headstone of a grave in the Daira Mir Momin. A.H. 1045 (1635-36 
A.D.,) Persian. Records the death of Kami, the Creater of ideas’, the ‘sover- 
eign in the realm of ideas. ARIE, 1975-76, D, 21. 

17. Onthe top of a grave in Daira Mir Momin. A.H. 1056 (1646-47 A.D.) Persian. 
Records the name Sharifa Bibi. ARIE, 1967-68, D, 76. : 

18. On the headstone of a grave in Daira Mir Momin. A.H. 1059 (1649-50 A.D.) 
Persian. Records the death of Maulana Abdu'l Samad. ARIE, 1975-76, D,18. 
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ge oth aba toy COR 


19: 


20. 


ZN. 


22. 


23: 


24. 


29. 


26. 


2T. 


28. 


29. 


30. 


On the headstone of a grave, same place. A.H. 1059, Rajab 12 (1649A.D., 
July 12.) Persian. States that Sayyid Nasiru’d-Din al-Hassani al-Murtadai 
who was born on the 1st Dhu'’l-Hijja A.H. 1036 (3rd August 1627 A.D.) died 
on the given date. ARIE, 1967-68, D, 68. 
On the headstone of a grave, same place. (1650 A.D.) Persian. Incomplete, 
the lower portion of the tablet having been built up in the ground. The extant 
portion of the text purports to be the epitaph of (the Persian poet) Mirza Abu 
Turab Ridavi Mashhadi, with the pen-name Fitrat. Further quotes the qua- 
train (composed by him) which was on his lips at the time of death and 
another one composed by his son (a famous Persian poet) Mirza Radi with 
the pen-name Danish. Only one hemistich of the poetical fragment contain- 
ing the chronogram for the date of death composed by yet another poet 
Muzaffar Husain by name, is visible. ARIE, 1975-76, D, 20; LD, p. 49; 
On the headstone of a grave, same place. A.H. 1061, Rajab 7 (1651 A.D., 
June 16.) Persian. Records the death of Khurshid Banu, ARIE, 1966-67, D, 
30. 
On the headstone of a grave, same place. A.H. 1062 (1651-52 A.D.) Arabic 
Records the death of Mulla ‘Ali Naql al-Mazandarani. ARIE, 1975-76, D, 31. 


On the top of a grave, same place. A.H. 1062, Rajab, 6 (1652 A.D., June 3,) 
Arabic, Damaged. Contains relig 


ious text. Date that of writing. ARIE, 1967- 
68, D, 75. 
On the headstone of a grave in Daira Mir Momin. A.H. 1066, Jumada 11, (29- 
1656 A.D., April 14,) Persian, States that ‘Ali Aqa son of Hamza Baig was 
killed during the war of the kings. ARIE, 1967-68, D. 37. 
On the headstone of a grave, same place. A.H. 1066-Sha’ban 15, Frida 
C es age May 29.) Persian. Records the death of Bibi Zainab. ARIE, 1967- 
On the headstone of a grave in Daira Mir Momin. A.H. 1067 (2), Rabi 
. A.H. ! bi Il, 19- 
(1657 A.D., January 25,) Persian, Records the d ): 2 
Rae are be. eath of Sayyid Mir-l-Miran. 
On the top of a grave in Daira Mir-Momin. A.H. 1069, J 
) min. A.H. , Jumada |] 28, Sunda 
night (1659 A.D., March 13.) Persian. Records the name Malik iad 
ra l-Mulk. ARIE, 1967-68, D, 65. 
nthe!. adstone of a grave in Daira Mir Momin. A.H 
. A.H. 1071, Muharr 1660 
A.D., September-October. ee h ( 
re D a er.) Persian. Records the death or Haji Shah. ARIE, 


On the headstone of a grave in Daira Mir Momin. A 
i ir Momin. A.H : 
Arabic. Records the death of Sher’Ali. ARIE, 1967.68 B A aaa 


On the top of a grave, same 

ave, place. A.H. 1074, Sh 

44 Arabic & Persian. , Shawwal 28-1664 A.D., May 
68 D. 79. Records the death of Mir ‘Abdu’r-Rahim. ARIE, 1967- 
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31. On the headstone of a grave, same place. A H. 1075-1664-65 A.D. Persian. 
Records the death of Mir Murtada. ARIE, 1975-76, D, 23. 

32. On the headstone of a grave in Daira Mir Momin. A.H. 1077, Mubarram 1, 
Friday night-1666 A.D., June 24. Persian. Demise of Mohd. Husain A. Shirazi. 

33. On the top of a grave in Daira Mir Momin. A.H. 1081, Ramadan-1671 A.D., 
January. Arabic. Records the death of Khadija Banu and (?) ‘Ali Khanbek. 
ARIE, 1967-68, D, 60. 

34. On the headstone of a grave, same place. A.H. 1081, Ramadan 17-1671 
A.D., January 18, Persian. Refers to the death of some one (name not given). 
ARIE, 1975-76, D, 10. ° 

35! On the top of a grave in Daira Mir Momin. A.H. 1083-1672-73 A.D. Persian. 
Records the death of Mir Zainu'l-Abidin. ARIE, 1967-68, D, 72. 

36. On the headstone of a grave, same place. A.H. 1083, Rabi Il 17, Saturday - 
1672 A.D., August 2, Persian. Records the death of Muhammad Ja'far son 
of Muhammad Zainay Astarabadi. ARIE, 1967-68, D, 30. 

Si On the headstone of a grave in Daira Mir Momin. A.H. 1084, Sha’ban-1673 
A.D., November. Persian. Records the death of Ja’far Khan son of Jamshid 
Khan. ARIE, 1967-68, D, 56. 

38. On a grave, same place. A.H. 1084, Sha’ban-1673 A.D., November. Per- 
sian. Records the demise of Maulana Muhammad Husain Kazruni. ARIE, 
1967-68, D, 85. 

39: On the top of a grave in Daira Mir Momin. A.H. 1085, Safar 12-1674 A.D., 
May 8. Persian. Records the death of Haji ‘Ali Kashi. ARIE, 1967-68, D, 61. 

40. On the headstone of a grave in Daira Mir Momin. A.H. 1086-1675-76 A.D. 
Persian. Records the death of Mir Ahmad son of Mir Ismail. ARIE, 1975-76, 
Bits: 

41. On the headstone of a grave in Daira Mir Momin. A.H. 1086, Ramadan 30- 
1675 A.D., December 8. Persian. Records the death of Mir Sharafu’d-Din 
Ibrahim. ARIE, 1975-76, D, 26. 

42. On the headstone of a grave in Daira Mir Momin. A.H. 1087, Rajab 17-1676 
A.D., September 15. Persian. Records the death of Haya Khanam. ARIE, 
1975-76, D, 19. 

43. On the top of a grave same place. A.H. 1087, Ramadan 6, night-1676 A.D., 
November 2, Arabic. Records the demise of Akhund Maulana ‘Abdu’sh-Shafi 
as-Sabzwari. ARIE, 1967-68, D, 58. 

44.  Onthe top of grave, same place. A.H. 1088, Rabi || 25-1677 A.D., June 17 
Persian. Records the death of Shah Mir. ARIE, 1967-68, D, 67. 

45. On the headstone of a grave in Daira Mir Momin. A.H. 1089, Sha’ban 12- 
(1678 A.D., September 19.) Persian. Records the death of Muhammad 
Zaman son of Mirza Hadi (l) Sfahani. ARIE, 1975-76, D, 38. 

46. On the headstone of a grave in Daira Mir Momin. A.H. 1093, Rabi'll 1 (1682 
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47. 


48. 


49. 


50. 


51. 


52. 


53. 


54. 


55. 


56. 


57. 


58. 


59. 


A.D., March 30.) Persian. Records the death of Muhammad Mu’min Isfahani. 
ARIE, 1975-76, D, 36. : Bt cs 
On the top of a grave in Daira Mir Momin. A.H. 1093, Dhu’l-Hijja 20 (1682 
A.D., December 10.) Persian. Records the death of Shah Ibrahim. ARIE, 
1967-68, D, 62. 
On the headstone of a grave in Daira Mir Momin. A.H. 1097 (1685-86 A.D.) 
Arabic. Contains religious text. ARIE, 1967-68, D, 23. l 
On the headstone of a grave, same place. A.H. 1097 (1685-86 A.D.), Arabic. 
Religious text as above. ARIE, 1967-68, D, 52. 
On the headstone of a grave in Daira Mir Momin. A.H. 1104, Dhul-Hijja 19 
(1693 A.D., August 11.) Arabic. Records the death of the venerable Sayyid 
Mir ‘Abdu'l-Qadir son of Mir Muhammad Musawl Shirazi. ARIE, 1975-76, D, 
24. 
On the headstone of a grave in Daira Mir Momin. C. 17th century A.D. Per- 
sian. Incomplete; lower portion built up in the platform. Records the death of 
Ghulam ‘Ali, a man of generosity and amiable disposition. ARIE, 1975-76, D, 
27. 
On the headstone of a grave in Daira Mir Momin. A.H. 1116-1704-05 A.D. 
Persian. Incomplete; lower portion built up in the platform. Records the death 
of a person who is spoken of as a descendant of the Holy Prophet. ARIE, 
1975-76, D, 29. 
eed aor of agrave, same place. A.H. 1118, Rajab 5, Wednesday 
A.D., October 2.) Persian. Records the death of Haji Muh 

Shakib. ARIE, 1975-76, D, 39. Mamma 
On the headstone of a grave Mir Momin. A.H. 1134, Safar 3-1721 A.D., Pe 

A , a? Mi ’ z my SY ES [- 
sian. Records the death of Shahr Banu Begum. ARIE, 1975-76, D T. 
e E a a sh 

Py s | O. 1 j- i 12 
nawaz. ARIE, 1967-68, D, 53. PAS ASR Entied A] 
On the headstone of a grave, A.H. 1164 (1750-51 A.D 

A.M. : .D.) Persian. 

the death of Khan Rustam Jang a great noble and a oy of Demon ca 
pared by Salik. ARIE, 1975-76, D, 16. 

n the headstone of a grave in Daira Mir Momin. A.H 
ADS Big li menams Muhammad Nagi Khan. ARIE heh ie er ) 

adstone of a grave in Daira Mi i ' EEA 

TOAD danuany 34) ath se tats Momin, A.H. 1205, Jumada | (19- 
1975-76, D. 30. ' s the death of Aziz Begam. ARIE, 


On the headstone of a grave in Dai i 
aira Mir Momin. A.H. 1207-1792- 
e Raoi De death of Hakim Mirza Ahmad entitled Tna 
an Bahadur Ghiyashu’d-Daula son of Hakim Ghiyath son 
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60. 


61. 


62. 


63. 


64. 


65. 


66. 


67. 


68. 


69. 


70. 


71. 


of Mirza Baqir son of Haji Ghiyath son of Nizamu’d-Din Ahmad entitled 
Nawwab Hakimul-Mu'lk. ARIE, 1975-76, D, 17. 

On the obverse and reverse of a grave in the Daira Mir Momin. A.H. A212 
Muharram 26, Saturday (1802 A.D., May 29.) Persian. Records the death of 
Karimu’n-Nisa, wife of Mir Wahid ‘Ali. ARIE, 1967-68, D, 48, 49. 

Ona grave, same place. c. 48th century A.D. Persian. Records the death of 


-Ibrahim Baig Majandarani (sic.). ARIE, 1968-69, D, 116. 


On the top of a grave, same place. A.H. 1217, Jumada | 12 (1802 A.D., 
September 10.) Persian. Records the death of Mirza Abu Muhammad en- 
titled Safshikan Khan Bahadur son of Mirza ‘Ali Rida, entitled Safshikan Khan 
Bahadur Safshikan Jang son of Mirza Muhammad Husain entilted Safshikan 
Khan Mujahid Jang son of Mirza Muhammad Naqi entitled Muhammad Naqi 
Khan son of Mirza abu Turab son of Mirza Abu’l-Fath son of Mirza Abu'l-Fad1. 
ARIE, 1967-68, D, 6. } 

On the headstone of a grave, same place. c. 18th century A.D. Pesian. 
Records the death of Ismail Khan son of Nimat Khan. ARIE, 1967-68, D, 13: 
On the obverse and reverse of the headstone of a grave in Daira Mir Momin. 
A.H. 1220 (1805-06 A.D.) Persian. Records the death of Mir ‘Abdu'l-Latif 
Khan. Composed by ‘Aishl. ARIE, 1967-68, D, 50-51. 

On the headstone of grave in Daira Mir Momin. A.H. 1221, Safar 15, Monday 
(1806 A.D., May 4.) Persian. Records the death of Rida Begam. ARIE, 1975- 
16, B; 12: | 

On the headstone of a grave, same place. A.H. 1221, Dhu'l-Hijja 8 (1807 
A.D., February 16.) Persian. Records the death of Mir Kamalu’d-Din Husain, 
entitled Kamgar Bahadur Jang. ARIE, 1967-68, D, 54. 

On the obverse and reverse of the head-stone of a grave, same place. A.H. 
1222, Rabl 1121 Monday (1 807 A.D., June 28.) Persian. Records the death of 
‘Aliya Khanam daughter of the late Aga Muhammad Shirazi. ARIE, 1967-68, 
DELES. 

On the headstone of a grave in Daira Mir Momin. A.H. 1225, Muharram 5- 
(1810 A.D., February 10.) Persian. Records the death of the wife (name not 
mentioned) of Nawwab Khan-i-Zaman. ARIE, 1975-76, D, 6. 

On the headstone of a grave, same place. A.H. 1225, Jumada Il, 5 (1810 
A.D., July 8.) Persian. States that Mir Husain ‘Ali Khan obtained martyrdom 
on the given date. ARIE, 4975-76, D, 33. 

On the obverse and reverse of the headestone of a grave, same place. A.H. 
1225, Dhu'l-Qa‘da 7, Wednesday (1810 A.D., December 4.) Persian. 
Records the death of the late Mir Muhammad Mahdi Khan. Further describes 
him as a follower of Hasanain (i.e. Hasan and Husain, grandsons of the 
Prophet). Composed by Ja'fari. ARIE, 1975-76, D, 4, 5. 

On the headstone of a grave in Daira Mir Momin. A.H. 1230, Rabi li 29, Sun 
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day night (1815 A.D., April 1.) Persian. Records the demise of Mir Ghulam Husain 


Hide 


13. 


74. 


75. 


76. 


Khan Bahadur Bahram Jang. ARIE, 1967-68, D, 74. 

On the headstone of a grave in Daira Mir Momin. A.H. 12 (47) 6, Rajab 22, 
Thursday (1831 A.D., January 6.) Persian. Partly damaged. Records the 
death of Khairzan-Bu. ARIE, 1967-68, D, 35. 

On the headstone of a grave in Daira Mir Momin. A.H. 1248. Rabi Il 14 (1832 
A.D., September 10.) Persian. Records the death of ‘Azamat-Bi. ARIE, 1967- 
68D232. 

On a grave in Daira Mir Momin. A.H. 1253, Shawwal 28 (1838 A.D., January 
25.) Persian. Records the death of Mirza Kuchak alias Muhammad ‘Ali son 
of Mirza Ishaq Baig Kashani. ARIE, 1975-76, D, 43. 

On agrave in Daira Mir Momin. A.H. 1254, Ramadan 2-1838 A.D., (Novem- 
ber 19.) Persian. Records the death of Mirza Wali Baig son of Mirza Jamshid 
Baig. ARIE, 1975-76, D, 44. 

On the headstone of a grave in Daira Mir Momin. A.H. 1258, jumada | 12, 
Thursday night (1842 A.D., June 21 Tuesday). Persian. Records the death 


of Sa’adatu’n-Nisa Begam alias Phatru (or Pathru) Begam. ARIE, 1975-76, 
DRS} 


spree AREAN S N A 
ee 
Roeser 


= 
= AnAA 
- ae 





ON a a NY nal! 


Hyd. From Daira Mir Momin. Epitaph 


in Persian of Sa : 
whe passed away on 47 Zulqada 1020 (Wan 11, 1612 AD fires sagar 
eligious text in the form of Tughra-Parrot & line. ai 
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II. ASSAM 


Inscription of the Sultans of Bengal, Matehaghar, District Sibsagar - This 
epigraph of the time of Sultan Alaud-Din Husain Shah, found at Borgohan Bill by the 
side of the river Diku, Matehaghar, is written in Arabic in Thulth characters. It refers 
to the construction of a Jami mosque in AH 915 (AD 1509-10). This is anew and 
important inscription being the second record of the Sultans of Bengal in Assam 
showing extension of their power upto this part of the country. 











RAST ES 
as eae | wa^ 
we pe F 
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i; 


e 
` 
eA 


O RAR KR VE 
a8 REE Re 
PONE nN 
TS ERY Ra cea ate CA 
SO Pe? ES 
cn ~-> pie. 
X RA, Pron s ey x 


ES Ee See OT AO AA 
A pe Men ia hooters anes $ pA RON Se 
Sonoran ts tir Suc By “Ne 
AS REG sy RBIS UY LERA 

EERE EA PSE Pe SS Foi Ree ROP : 
Viet aw Pa See pe Ok ae. Rip a myn nes wo a 

: Beye Oe: RS op SB a 

PeT ee sanis 

x 


tS 
ə: 
g. 
g~: 


~a 
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From Hajo Assam. Poa Mecca Mosque. Arabic & Persian, Nastaliq. 
it mentions the construction of a mosque by Lutfullah Shirazi 
during the reign of ShahJahan in A.H. 1067 (1657-58 A.D.) 


III. BIHAR 
BIHAR LAKHANPUR AS KHURRAMABAD 


Inscriptions of the Mughals, Lakhanpur, District Bhagalpur - A metrical record 
in Persian, in Nastaliq characters, belonging to the reign of Mughal emperor, Shah 
Jahan, states that a mosque was constructed in Khurramabad by Farasat Khan in 
AH 1051 (AD 1641-42). The place name Khurramabad seems to be on account of 
the association of prince Khurram (i.e. Shah Jahan). Another inscription from the 
same place of the time of Aurangzeb records the construction of a mosque by Nur 


Afshan (?) in AH 1073 (AD 1662-63). 


MOSQUE BY ROSHAN ALI 


Miscellaneous inscription, Bhagalpur, District Bhagalpur - The epigraph re- 
fers to the construction of a mosque by Roshan’ Ali in AH 1280 (AD 1863-64). (IA 
1988-89 pp. 95-96). 
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Baradari Inscription of Bihar. It records the name of Tatar Khan governor of E is tl 
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Bihar Sharif. Persian Inscription, Naskh-T — 
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761 (1359-60). Records the renoy ghra, dated A.H. 


Malik Fahim during the reign 





(1634 A.D.). 
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Inscription of the Sultans of Bengal, Bamai, District Jahanabad - This badly dam- 
aged epigraph of Nasiru’d-Dunya Wa’d-Din Abu’l-Muzaffar Nusrat Shah, records 
the consatruction of a mosque in AH 934 (AD 4527-28). 


FAMILY OF TAIMULLAH DIST. MONGHYR 


Epitaphs, Chewara, District Monghyr - Of the three epitaphs, the first refers 
to the death of a learned man named Taimu'llah in AH 1231 (AD 1815-16). It also 
records that the deceased was born in AH 1150 (AD 1737-38) and he was de- 
scended from His Holiness Imam Baqir and belonged to the educated Sayyid family 
of Tirmidh. The deceased had acquired knowledge in the science of Islamic learn- 
ing in the period of thirty years and got proficiency. He was favourite of the king of his 
time. He thereafter engaged himself in teaching the Tafsir (Commentary on the 
Qur’an), Figh (Jurisprudence) and Hadith (Traditions). His son Shuja’u’d-Din got the 
inscriptional slab prepared (inscribed) in AH 1236 corresponding to Fasli 1229 (AD 
1821) at the capital city of Shahjahanabad (Delhi) where he was holding the post of 
Sadarat. It further states that his brother Muhammad Yahya son of Taimu'llah who 
was in the judiciary also died in the same year (i.e. AD 1821) and was buried near 
the grave of his father. 

The second epitaph records the demise of Shuja’u’d-Din ‘Ali Ridvi (son of 
Taimu'llah) in AH 1236 (1821). It also contains Persian verses which were perhaps 
composed by the deceased himself. 

The third epitaph pertains to a lady who was associated with the Mughal 
family of Delhi. The deceased, Nawwab, Giti Ara Begam who died in AH 1256 (AD 
1840-41) was the daughter of Nawwab Rif’atu’-Nisa Begam and grand-daughter of 
the Delhi emperor Shah ‘Alam Badshah (AD 1759-88). She was born and brought 
up in the Red Fort (at Delhi). It further states that as she was married to Sayyid 
Shuja’u’d-Din ‘Ali Khan Bahadur Ridvi was (after her death) buried here. 


MISCELLANEOUS INSCRIPTIONS, DISTRICT PATNA 

An inscription from Patna records that the tomb of Imam Humam was con- 
structed by Karimu'llah in AH 1179 (AD 1765-66). The metrical text was composed 
by ‘Ishqi. An epitaph from the same place records the death of Muhammadi Baig 
which occured in AH 1218 (AD 1803). Another epitaph from the same place also 
records the death of a lady named Bi ‘Aziman in AH 1232 (AD 1817). An inscription 
from Phulwari Sharif, states that a mosque inside the Khanqah (Hospice) of Pir 
Mujib which was kaccha built in AH 1131 (AD 1718-19) was rebuilt in masonry in AH 
1239 (AD 1823-24). An inscription from Danapur, records the construction of a 


15 





aun aihuic == --- ee e a 


Dr. M. Yaseen Quddusi 


Glimpses of Indian History & Culture 


i - iha. An inscription in a mudgar 
mosque in AH 1244 (AD 1828 29), by a lady named Saliha 

(i.e. a club) from the Museum at Patna which is dated AH 1288 (AD 1871-72), con- 
tains the name of its owner as Nayakji Bahadur.. 


An epigraph from Patna, records that Gauhar Begam constructed the lofty 
edifice (i.e. a mosque on which it appears) in AH 1289 (AD 1872-73). Its metrical 
text was composed by Nikhat. Another inscription from the same place, written by 
Muhammad ‘Ali Khan, records the construction of a mosque in AH 1290 (AD 1873- 
74). Yet another inscription from Patna, refers to the renovation of a ruined mosque 
in AH 1291 (AD 1874) by Sayyid Lutf ‘Ali. Its metrical text was composed by Furgati. 
(IA 1987-88 pp. 123-24) 


MISCELLANEOUS INSCRIPTIONS, DISTRICT GAYA 
This metrical Persian inscription from Sherghati records the death of Shah 
Sa’id who seems to be a saint, AH 1194 (AD 1780-81). One more inscription from 
the same place, composed by Saif, mentions commencement of construction of 


the mosque in AH 1229 (AD 1813-14) and was completion after one year by 
Maulvi’Abdu’r-Rahman. 


EPITAPHS, DISTRICT PURNEA 

Epitaphs, District Purnea-This epigraph from Chimni Bazar states that this 
is the grave that of Qutbu’l Auliya, Jamal-ul-Haq Hadrat Bandagi Shaikh Mustafa 
Uthmani who hailed from Jaunpur and settled in Purnea. Another undated epitaph 
from the same place records the demise of Hadrat Shaikh Muhammad Siddiq who 
was the disciple (murid) and attendant (khadim) of the above saint. This epitaph 
from Purnea records the death of Muhammad ‘Ali Khan in AH 1217 (AD 1802-03). 


One more epitaph also from Purnea registers the demi 7 s 
1258 (AD 1842). ise of Ahmad’ Ali Khan in AH 


MISCELLANEOUS INSCRIPTIONS, DISTRICT PURNEA 
This Persian inscription from Purnea, co 
| , Composed by Shahir, st that a 
a Sap a bridge and a Sarai were built by TE aa Hasan wp 1265. 
-49). One more epigraph from the same place refers to the construction of 


another mosque by a lady whose name i ; 
eis m i : 
the year AH 1286 (AD 1869-70). (A 1990.91) n Annatun-Nisa Khanam N 
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On On Gan 
Jama Masjid Delhi. Built by ShahJahan. 


VISITOR’S RECORD FROM QUTB MINAR DELHI 


Miscellaneous visitors’ records, District Delhi. - Among visitors’ records copied 
from the world-famous Qutb Minar, Delhi, two of them are worth noticing. Both are 
recorded in Persian, being complements of each other. They record the name ofa 
visitor to the monument, Radha Kishan, son of Nain Sukh, specifying the particular 
date of his visit to Qutb Minar on Sunday, 18th of Safar AH 1241 during the month of 
Kuwar (October 2, AD 1825). This piece of information found in the form of inscrip- 
tions from the Qutb Minar, indicates the fact that this monument had been attracting 
people to visit it and leave their mark as visitor's record. (AREp. 2001-02) 


SCHOLARS, SUFIS AND RELIGIOUS AUTHORITIES OF DELHI 


1. Among the epitaphic Persian records from Mehndiyan graveyard, set up by 
17 
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From Shaikh Sarai Delhi. Inscription dated A.H. 944 Delhi. Inscription from the grave of Sangee 


(1534-35 A.D.) in Naskh style mentions that the Begum. It records the demise of Sangee 
Khanqah was erected in memory of Shaikh Begum D/o Mohd. Alamgir (IInd) in A.H. 1181 
Fariduddin Ganjeshakar during the reign of (1766-68 A.D.) 


Humayun Badshah Ghazi by Ala Nur Taj, 
the descendent of the Shaikh.. 
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Delhi. Dargah of Hazrat Shamsuddin Pattewali. i. Bili i inh : 
Slab from his grave states that Shamsuddin peni Bilingual Inscription pf Sikandar 


Ataullah passed away in A.H. 700 (1301 A.D.) OS e eclaeilaligaag 

‘Ali Muhammad Sher, of Mewat, trustee of the Dargah, one points to the 
grave of Maulana Shah ‘Abdul Ghani Muhaddith Dehlawi, son of Maulana 
Imam Shah Waliullah Muhaddith Dehlawi, who passed away in AH 1227 
(1812-13 A.D.) atthe age of fiftyseven years (during the reign of Akbar Shahll). 


2. The second one belongs to the grave of Maulana Shah ‘Abdul Qadir 
Muhada.‘h, son of Hujjatul Islam Hadrat Maulana Imam Shah Waliullah 
Muhaddith, born in AH 1167 (1753-54 A.D.) and died in AH 1230 (1814-15 

3 A.D.) at the age of 63 years (during the reign of Akbar Shah ll) 


a ee oraeris the epitaph that belongs to the grave of Maulana 
7 : i afiud Din Muhaddith, son of the above-mentioned Shah Waliullah 
uhaddith. The occupant of the grave passed away in AH 1233 (1817-18 
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A.D.) at the age of 70 years (during the time of Akbar Shah Il). 


4. 


An epitaphic record in Persian comes from Dargah-i-Sabiri, Darya Ganj, 
Delhi, registering the death of a saint Hadrat Sayyid Shah Sabir ‘Alli Chishti 
Sabiri alias Shah Sabir Bakhsh, Sajjada Nashin of the Dargah of Qutbul 
Arifin Hadrat Shaikh Muhammad Qutb Madar Chishti Sabiri, in AH 1238 (1822 
A.D.). 

From the above-mentioned Mahndiyan graveyard is an epitaphic record from 
the grave of an eminent Urdu poet of Delhi Momin Khan Momin. Biographical 
in nature, the inscription records that Hadrat Hakim Sayyid Muhammad Momin 
Khan Momin Dehlawi, son of Hakim Sayyid Ghulam Nabi Khan Dehlawi, 
was born in AH 1215 corresponding to 1800 A.D., at Kucha Chelan, Delhi. 
Hadrat Maulana Shah ‘Abdu’ ‘Aziz Muhaddith Dehlawi named him 
Muhammad Momin Khan. He received his education in Arabic and Persian 
from Maulana Shah ‘Abdu'l Qadir Muhaddith. He was deeply associated with 
the renowned family of Shah Waliullah Muhaddith Dehlawi, for his religious 
upbringing. He was the spiritual disciple of Maulana Sayyid Ahmad Shahid 
Barelwi. The record further states that because of his eminent contribution 
to Urdu poetry in Ghazal-composition, he attained unrivalled distinguished 
position and reputation among the Urdu poets. He passed away in AH 1268, 
corresponding to 1851 A.D. 

Among others, an epitaph records the death of Hadrat Maulana Shah 
Muhammad ‘Umar, son of Mujahid-i-lslam Hadrat Maulana Shah Muhammad 
Ismail Shahid Dehlawi, son of Hadrat Maulana Shah ‘Abdul Ghani Muhaddith 
Dehlawi, in AH 1268 (1851-52 A.D.). 

While another epitaphic record pertains to the grave of Hadrat Maulana Shah 
Makhsusullah Muhaddith Dehlawi, son of Madrat Hadrat Shah Rafiud Din 
Muhaddith, who passed away in AH 1273, corresponding to 1856 A.D., dur- 
ing the time of Bahadur Shah ll. 

Erom the above-mentioned Dargah-i-Sabin is another epitaphic record, reg- 
istering the death of a pious person Tajul Fuqara Hadrat Sayyid Shah ‘Abdullah 
Chishti Sabiri, son and spiritual successor of Hadrat Shah Sabir Bakhsh 
Chishti Sabiri, in AH 1304 corresponding to 1887 A.D. (IA 2000-01). 
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v. GOA 
GOA UNDER THE ADIL SHAHIS OF BIJAPUR 


GOA UNDER THE ADIL SHAMS Se 


Inscriptions of the ‘Adil Shahis, Goa - Of the three interesting inscriptions 
from Velha Goa, Taluk Panjim, the earliest contains a royal order, issued in A.H. 978 
(A.D. 1570-71), by ‘Ali | following the representation made by Maliku sh-Sharq Malik | 
Zahid Baig, the naib-i-ghaibat of the mu’amala Guwa (Goa) against the practice of | 
naputrak whereby the property of any citizen who died without leaving behind hima | 
male issue was confiscated to the state, thus resulting in hardship to relatives like | 
daughters, brothers, etc. The order, discontaining this unjust practice, was con- | 
veyed to the local officials, viz. desais, mugaddams and khots, and also to the chief 
religious authority of the district. 


| 
| 
The other two epigraphs pertain to the reign of Ibrahim Il. One, dated A.H. 1003 (A.D. | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
j 


1594-95), records the construction of a bastion called Burj-i-Fath during the time of | 
the great Malik ‘Abdu’l-Malik, the thanadar of Talkokan region and specifically refers _ 
to ‘troubled times’. The other, which is partly obliterated, mentions the construction | 
of a mosque called Masjid-i-Fath during the reign of the king. While other details | 


including the date are lost, itis almost certain that the mosque was built at about the | 
same time as the bastion. 





Goa. Records the foundation/completion of Masjid-i-Fath during the reign of Abul Muzaffar 
Ibrahim Adil Shah. Naskh ARIE 64-1963-64. 


Goa. Records the construction of Burj-i-F 
c -i-Fath . 
during the tenure of Malik Abdul Malik Thanadar 
of Mahallat of Talkokan in AH 1003 (1594-95 A.D.) 
it also states that the mosque was built. 5 


Inscribed by Najmuddin Mahmud. ARIE 62-1963-64. ASI Masao ASI Goa proceeding towards p% 


are on display. 
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VI. GUJARAT _ 
LEADING BOHRA COMMUNITY FIGURES OF AHMADABAD 


Quite a good number of epigraphs in Arabic from Ahmadabad are informa- 
tive relating to the leading Bohra Community personages both men and women. 
Among such pious and learned deceas dare: (1) Sayyidi Rahmatullah son of 
Mulla Husainji (d. AH 1217/AD 1802); (2) Sayyidi Hibatullah, son of Mulla Wali 
Muhammad, son: of Sayyidi Luqmanji Sahib (d. AH 1220// AD 1806); (3) Shaikh 
Sayyidi Jiwa Bhai son of Mulla Muhammad Husain (d. AH 1224/ AD 1809); (4) Maryam 
Ami, wife of the great Dai Maulana Tayyib Zainud Din and mother of the great Dai 
MaulanavXbdul Qadir Najmud Din (d. AH 1233/ AD 1818), (5) Shaikh Ibrahim Ji, son 
of SHEE Jiwa Bhai, son of Shaikh Sayyidi Miyan Sahib Luqmanji, son of Sayyidi 
Miyan Sahib Daud Bhai (d. AH 4236/ AD 1821); (6) the grand pious (lady), Hala Bai 
Hakim Bu-daughter of Mulla Abdul Qadir (d. AH 1243/ AD 1828), (7) who was 
associated with the respected lineage of Maulana lzud Din and Sayyidna Tayyib 
Zainud Din: Shaikh Isa Bhai, son of Mulla Muhammad Ali (d. AH 1255/ AD 1839); 
Shaikh Ibrahim Shamsud Din, son of Mulla Abdul Qadir (d. AH 1277/ AD 1860), 
(8) who was associated with the two pious Dais and his maternal uncles, Sayyidna 
izud Din and Sayyidna Zainud Din: Ji Bai Sahiba Nimatullah Bai, daughter of Sayyid 
Ismail Ji Badrud Din and wife of Bhai Sahib Husain Bhai Izud Din (d. AH 1281/ AD 
1865); (9) Bai Ratan Bai daughter of Shaikh Daud Bhai and wife of Wali Allah Abd- 
i-Ali, son of Shaikh Abdul Qadir (d. AH 1303/ AD 1886); (10) Miyan Sahib Abdul 
Husain, son of Sayyidi Sadiq Ali (d. AH 1304/ AD 1886); (11) Kulthum Bai, daughter 
of Shaikh Raushan. Ali and wife of Sayyidi Ismail Ji Bhai Sahib: Badrud Din (d. AH 
1307/AD 1890),(12)and epitome of magnificence and munificence Bhai Hamza Bhai 
(son of) Bhai Sahib Abd-i-Ali (son of)Bhai Sahib Muhyiud Din (d. AH 1315/ AD 1898). 


FROM GHOGHA 


- Inscriptions, Ghogha,, District Bhavnagar : Though a good number of in- 
scriptions, mainly epitaphs of persons of various walks of life, belonging to the elev- 
enth-twelfth century AD has been reported earlier, sore more epigraphs have been 


copied from old Bohra graveyards. 
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Among the persons mentioned in the epitaphs, some of mem seem to have 
been connected with commercial activities as traders and some being leainee and 
saintly figures of the Bohra community. Among the deceased are: (1) Qasim, son of 
Adam (AH 1012/AD 1604); (2) Haji Bhai, son of Sumchi (AH 107 VAD 1661); (3) Lad 
Bibi, daughter of Bodiya Bhai, son of Taj Bhai (AH 1080/AD 1669), (4) Khaki Shah, 
son of Amani Shah Diwan (AH 1168/AD 1755); (5) Hasan, son of Pir Bhai (AH 1210/ 
AD 1795); (6) Mulla Yusuf Ali, son of Mulla Abdul Qadir (AH 1228/AD 1813) (7) and 
Rahman ji (son of) Bodha Khan (AH 1242/AD 1827). 


FROM JAMNAGAR 


Epitaphs, District Jamnagar - Eight epitaphs were copied from a grave- 
yard in Jamnagar which furnish dates of the demise 
of some saintly persons and learned men of the Bohra 
community. Their names and dates are given as un- 
der : (1) Shaikhul-Mashaikh Maulana Zakiu’d-Din Mulla 
Shaikh Abdu'l-Latif son of Mulla Ismai'l Safiullah died 
in AH 1101 (AD 1690); (2) Shaikhul Mashaikh Maulai 
Shaikh Adam Safiullah, son of Shaikh Tayyab, son of 
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Shaikh Ismai'l died in AH 1110 (AD 1699); (3) Shaikhul 
Mashaikh Maulana Kalimu'd-Din Musa Bhai Safiullah, 
died in AH 1122 (AD 1700); (4) Shaikhul Mashaikh 
Sayyidna Badru’d-Din Mulla Ismai’l Safiullah, son of 
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Shaikh Adam, son of ‘Abdu'l Latif died in AH 1150 (AD 
1737); (5) Sayyidi Maulai Musa Bhai Kalimud-Din 
Safiullah, son of Sayyidna Badru’d-Din died in AH 1185 
(AD 1772). (6) Maulai Shaikh Adam Safiu’d-Din died 
in AH 1252 (AD 1836); (7) Shaikh Adam son of Shaikh 
Fazil Abd-e-Sayyidi, died in AH 1262 (AD 1845-46); 
(8) Hibtullah Jamalu’d-Din, son of Shaikh Adam 
Safiu’d-Din, son of Maulana Zakiu’d-Din, died in AH 
1275 (AD 1859), $ 
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Vil. HARYANA 


INSCRIPTION SARAI MUHAMMADPUR - GURGAON 
Inscription of the Mughals, Sarai Muhammadpur, District Gurgaon - This 
metrical epigraph of Aurangzeb records the construction of a Sarai (i.e. an inn) 
designated as “Sarai Laskharabad” by Muhammad Lashkari, son of Firuz Khan 
Mewati in the year AH 1107 (AD 1695-96). 


INSCRIPTION, FARRUKHNAGAR, DISTRICT GURGAON 
This inscription found lying loose near the grave of Faujdar Khan, originally 
on the gate of the fort, mentions “Qila-i-Faujdar Khan” (i.e. the fort of the Faujdar 
Khan) giving the date as AH 1150 (AD 1732-33) which seems to be the date of 
completion of the fort. 


MISCELLANEOUS INSCRIPTION, HANSI, DISTRICT HISSAR 


This inscription fixed on a tomb records the death of Mukhtar Bahu Sahiba 
wife of (Col. James) Skinner who died in AH 1274 (AD 1855). 


MISCELLANEOUS INSCRIPTIONS, PANIPAT 


District Kamal-This inscription from Panipat states that the tomb belongs to 
Nawwab Mugarrab Khan Kairanvi (i.e. of Kairana in Uttar Pradesh) who was the 
minister (Vazir) of Jahangir. The date AH 1053 (AD 1643-44) given in the record 
appears to be the date of completion of the tomb. The other epigraph from the 
same place on the facade of Naqqar Khana states that it was built by Shamsud- 
Daula Bahadur Neknam in AH 1136 (AD 1723-24). One more inscription from the 
same place on one of the gates of the city mentions “Bab-i-Faid-i-Nawwab Sadiq’ 


(i.e. gate of bounty of Nawwab Sadiq) yielding the date AH 1149 (AD 1736-37), for 
the construction of the gate. 


INSCRIPTION, REWARI, DISTRICT MAHENDRAGARH 


This inscription, composed by Rafiqullah Qadiri and set up by him in AH 
1305 (AD 1887-88) provides an important information that this is the grave of Sayyid 
Ibrahim who was mansabdar of 12,000 during the time of Mahmud Shah (i.e. Sultan 


Mahmud of Ghazna) and got martyrdom while fighting against infidels in AH 420 
(AD 1029-30A). 
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Among the persons mentioned in the epitaphs, some of me ae bi 
been connected with commercial activities as traders and some sei! meee 
saintly figures of the Bohra sabe Among = wat ce : : A ie ee 

2/AD 1604); (2) Haji Bhai, son / Í 
S RA of Bodiya a son of Taj Bhai (AH 1080/AD 1669), (4) pa 
son of Amani Shah Diwan (AH 1168/AD 1755); (5) Hasan, son of Pir Bhai (A! N; 
AD 1795); (6) Mulla Yusuf Ali, son of Mulla Abdul Qadir (AH 1228/AD 1813) (7) and 
Rahman ji (son of) Bodha Khan (AH 1242/AD 1827). 
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Epitaphs, District Jamnagar - Eight epitaphs were copied from a grave- 
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a > a || Mashaikh Maulana Kalimu'd-Din Musa Bhai Safiullah, | 
yee died in AH 1122 (AD 1700); (4) Shaikhul Mashaikh 
ae eee Sayyidna Badru’d-Din Mulla Ismai’l Safiullah, son of 
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ARo WS) 26 || 1737); (5) Sayyidi Maulai Musa Bhai Kalimud-Din 
R a A — Safiullah, son of Sayyidna Badru’d-Din died in AH 1185 


(AD 1772). (6) Maulai Shaikh Adam Safiu’d-Din died 
in AH 1252 (AD 1836); (7) Shaikh Adam son of Shaikh 
Fazil Abd-e-Sayyidi, died in AH 1262 (AD 1845-46); 

(8) Hibtullah Jamalu’d-Din, son of Shaikh Adam 


Safiu'd-Din, son of Maulana Zakiu’d-Din, died in AH 
1275 (AD 1859), i 


| 
ey 22 = 







& Kufi Style. Inscription 
dated 1333 A.D. Tughlaq 
period. Records the demise 
of Zakiuddin Umar al-Kazruni 
entitled Malik Parvez, 
governor 
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VII. HARYANA 


INSCRIPTION SARAI MUHAMMADPUR - GURGAON 
Inscription of the Mughals, Sarai Muhammadpur, District Gurgaon - This 
metrical epigraph of Aurangzeb records the construction of a Sarai (i.e. an inn) 
designated as “Sarai Laskharabad” by Muhammad Lashkari, son of Firuz Khan 
Mewati in the year AH 1107 (AD 1695-96). 


INSCRIPTION, FARRUKHNAGAR, DISTRICT GURGAON 
This inscription found lying loose near the grave of Faujdar Khan, originally 
on the gate of the fort, mentions “Qila-i-Faujdar Khan” (i.e. the fort of the Faujdar 


Khan) giving the date as AH 1150 (AD 1732-33) which seems to be the date of 
completion of the fort. 


MISCELLANEOUS INSCRIPTION, HANSI, DISTRICT HISSAR 


This inscription fixed on a tomb records the death of Mukhtar Bahu Sahiba 
wife of (Col. James) Skinner who died in AH 1274 (AD 1855). 


MISCELLANEOUS INSCRIPTIONS, PANIPAT 


District Karnal-This inscription from Panipat states that the tomb belongs to 
Nawwab Muqarrab Khan Kairanvi (i.e. of Kairana in Uttar Pradesh) who was the 
minister (Vazir) of Jahangir. The date AH 1053 (AD 1643-44) given in the record 
appears to be the date of completion of the tomb. The other epigraph from the 
same place on the facade of Naqqar Khana states that it was built by Shamsud- 
Daula Bahadur Neknam in AH 1136 (AD 1723-24). One more inscription from the 
same place on one of the gates of the city mentions “Bab-i-Faid-i-Nawwab Sadiq’ 
(i.e. gate of bounty of Nawwab Sadiq) yielding the date AH 1149 (AD 1736-37), for 
the construction of the gate. 


INSCRIPTION, REWARI, DISTRICT MAHENDRAGARH 


INSUNRIF LUN, REWAN, SS eee eee 


This inscription, composed by Rafiquilah Qadiri and set up by him in AH 
1305 (AD 1887-88) provides an important information that this is the grave of Sayyid 
Ibrahim who was mansabdar of 12,000 during the time of Mahmud Shah (i.e. Sultan 


Mahmud of Ghazna) and got martyrdom while fighting against infidels in AH 420 
(AD 1029-30A). 
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INSCRIPTION OF THE MAMLUKS, ROHTAK, DISTRICT ROHTAK 
This fragmentary and bilingual inscription, found in Khokrakot, a locality of 
Rohtak while excavation of a site is now kept in the Department of History, M.D. 
University, Rohtak. It records the construction of some edifice during the reign of 
Sultanul Azam, Ghiyathud Dunya Wad-Din Abul Muzaffar Balban, Unfortunately the 
portion containing main text including date is missing. 


INSCRIPTION OF THE MUGHALS, ROHTAK, DISTRICT ROHTAK 

Belonging to the Mughal emperor Humayun, the epigraph records the con- 
struction of a mosque at the instance of Mir Muhammad Ali, a nobleman of high 
dignity and by the efforts of Qadi Bahaud-Din (son of) Sadu’d-Din, the administrator 
(Hakim) of the town (qasba) of Rohtak. The striking feature of the record is that it 
contains the name of the consort of the emperor alongwith his name which is gen- 
erally not found in Perso-Arabic inscriptions. 


INSCRIPTIONS, MEHAM, DISTRICT ROHTAK 


A damaged inscription dated AH 907 (AD 1502) records the completion of 
the tomb (maqbara) of a saintly person whose name is mentoined as Sayyidus 
Sadat (the remaining part could not be made out). (IA 1988-89, pp. 96-97) 


From Sonepat Dist. Karnal. Refers to the 
construction of a mosque during the reign 
of Humayun by Habibullah S/o Lutfullah - 
S/o Akramullah in AH 946 (1538 A.D). 


From Panipat. Contains that this is the tomb 
of Nawab Muqarrab Khan of Kairana with 
AH 1053 (1654 A.D.) 
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VIII. JAMMU AND KASHMIR 





Pathar Masjid, Zainakadal, Srinagar. It is stated that Mosque of Akhun Mulla Shah, Kathi Darwaza 


the mosque was built in 1623 AD by empress Srinagar. Built by Dara Shikoh in 1649 AD for 
Nurjahan. It has 27 domes and 18 massive square his teacher Akhun Mulla Shah. It is located 
columns. on the slope of HariParbat near Kathi Darwaza. 


FORT OF NAGAR & KHANQAH J.K. SRINAGAR 


Fort of Nagar Inscriptions of the Mughals, District Srinagar - A hitherto-unno- 
ticed inscription of the time of Akbar from Srinagar records the construction of the 
fort of Nagar in his 44th regnal year i.e. A.H. 1006 (A.D. 1597-98), at a cost of one 
crore and ten lakhs (rupees?) by 200 Indian master masons who were sent by the 
emperor. The work was carried out under the supervision of Khwaja Muhammad 
Husain. A new epigraph of Aurangzeb from the same place occurring on the gate of 
a compound states that a Khanqgah (saintly establishment), a mosque and a Ghar 
(lit. Cave) were built through the efforts of Miyan ‘Abdu’r-Rashid Qadiri Chikan-Posh 
in A.H. 1060 (A.D. 1650) and that four decades later the emperor had sent 550 pumni 


(?) to meet the expenditure on lighting and the free-kitchen, etc. (of the same saintly 
establishment). 


AUTHENTIC & VALUABLE INFORMATION 
AS PER INSCRIPTIONS 


Miscellaneous Inscriptions, Districts Anantnag, Baramulla And Srinagar - 
Two epitaphs from Srinagar furnish names of the fifteenth century saint Muhammad 
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al-Madani, a resident of Kashmir and his son Yahya. At Srinagar was also found a 
damaged small loose slab which is inscribed with the words Humam Hakim-i-Shahi 
(i.e. Humam, the royal physician). Another epigraph from the same place recording 
the repairs carried out under the supervision of Haji Aqa Sayyid Ahmad al-Musawi 
as-Safavi, Muhammad ‘Iraqi in A.H. 1362 (A.D. 1943) gives the date of the original 
construction of the Astana as A.H. 910 (A.D. 4504-05) and states that the saint, who 
was born in Iran in A.H. 861 (A.D. 1457), died in A.H. 932 (A.D. 1525-26). 

A new inscription, also from Srinagar, assigns the construction of a Bath 
(Hammam) and a mosque to Sultan Dara Shukoh in A.H. 1059 (A.D. 1649). Another 
record from Srinagar assigns the construction of a bridge to Saif Khan in A.H. 1081 
(A.D. 1670-71). Two more inscriptions from the same place record the construction 
of abridge in A.H. 1085 (A.D. 1674-75) by Mahesh (son of) Shankar Das Chaudhary; 
it was completed in A.H. 1086 (A.D. 1675-76). Another epigraph from same place 
also assigns the construction of a bridge to Mir Ahmad in A.H. 1093 (A.D. 1682). 
Another inscription from Tral, District Srinagar, records the construction of the 
Khanaah of Shah Hamdan in A.H. 1106 (A.D. 1694-95). One more epigraph from 
the same place records the construction of Khangah-i-Gilani in A.H. 1182 (A.D. 
1768-69). At Srinagar was found an inscription which assigns the reconstruction of 
the Rauda (Mausoleum) of Sayyid Madani to Hafiz Ghulam Haji in A.H. 1191 (A.D. 
1777). 

3 Apart from the above, a large number of interesting epitaphs were found at 
Bypahara; pice Anantnag, Baramulla and Srinagar. Ranging in dates between 
me neem and ninteenth centuries, they refer to men of different vocations, includ- 
PNA eia e E 
ae e AO ee eo utan Zainul-Abidin in A.H. 856 

place registers the death of Amirzada 

masan Mir son of Mir Husain in A.H. 898 (A.D. 1492-93). A third epitaph, also from 
Srinagar, is a death-record of Fath Khan, son of Mir Darwish ‘ “i ; sS 

died in A.H. 1011 (A.D. 1602). A fourth epitaph f i da De i cade 

Second, referred to in the text as Lord eis — en 4 cou roe Daniyartne 

(A.D. 1638-39). Another epi SED. Se Neying diedinA-H. 1049 

r epitaph from the same place records the death of Mir Sul- 
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-tan, who was the Kitab-Khwan (i.e. Book-Reader); he died in A.H. 1068 (A.D. 1657- 
58). Other epitaphs from Srinagar include those of Malik Muhammad Khan, dated 
A.H. 1037 (A.D. 1627-28), ‘Abdu'r-Rahim Khan, dated A.H. 1059 (A.D. 1649), Husain 
Baig, dated A.H. 1072 (A.D. 1661-62), Parwaz Baig, son of Ilyas Baig and Aman 
Quli Baig, son of Sher Baig Kurd Mukri, dated A.H. 1074 (A.D. 1663-64) and Mir 
Sadi, dated A.H. 1098 (A.D. 4686-87). A modern inscription from Srinagar contains 
a list of Mughal princesses-daughters of Mughal emperors and of prominent 
Chaghatai grandees who were married into the well known family of Naqshbandiya 
saints and buried in the family Mausoleum; the list stated to have been based on the 
Tuhfa-i-Naqshbandiya. 


PROMINENT PERSONALITIES OF JAMMU & KASHMIR 
The following epitaphs are very informative providing the dates of deaths of 
prominent personalities associated with the socio-cultural & religious life of the re- 
gion who flourished, guided & died at their respective places. 

Miscellaneous Inscriptions, District Srinagar - 

1. An inscription from Shaikh Madani’s mosque assigns its construction, in 
A.H. 848 (A.D. 1444-45), to Muhammad al-Madani, described as a resident 
of Kashmir. A number of epitaphs on the graves situated in the compound of 
the tomb of Sultan Zainul-Abidin, locally called Bad-Shah at Srinagar, be- 
long to men of different vocations. 


2. Mir (d. A.H. 895=A.D. 1490) mentioned as ‘the tree in the garden of rank and 
government. 
3: Wife of (the minister) Saif Khan (A.H. 897=A.D. 1491-1492). 
4. Mirza Haidar Gorkan (A.H. 957=A.D. 1550). 
5: Malik Habib (A.H. 958=A.D. 1551) and one 
| 6. ‘Nawwab and Amir’ (A.H. 1140=A.D. 1727-28) from among the men of au- 
| thority or their dependents. 
| 7. Maulana Kamal (A.H. 866=A.D. 1461-62). 
| 8. 


Sayyid Asad (A.H. 868=A.D. 1463-64). 
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Ix. KARNATAKA 


A BILINGUAL INSCRIPTION OF AURANGZEB FROM JALDURG 
(Posting of Takok Singh in the region) 


In 1990, during the course of my exploration for copying inscriptions from 
various places of Raichur District of Karnataka, | had copied about 11 inscriptions’. 
When | had been to Lingsugur, a taluk headquarters in the same district, | was 
informed that there is a bilingual inscription in the ruined fort of Jaldurg. 

Jaldurg is 15 kms. away from Lingsugur. It is an island-fort surrounded by 
the Krishna river. The proper fort area covers a vastland full of old ruined buildings, 
walls, gates and graves. At one spot near the band of the river, is an old shrine or 
tomb of one Muhammad Sarwar about whom nothing is known. Now this shrine is 
the only place of attraction inside the fort where the devotees from the adjoining 
districts and Raichur come to pay their respects to the departed soul. Fortunately, | 
was guided by a villager from Gulbarga District who was also on his way to Jaldurg, 
to the shrine of Muhammad Sarwar. If he had not been with us, it was very difficult to 
locate the epigraph under reference. After passing through the remains inside the 
fort, we found the inscriptional slab fixed near the dargah of Muhammad Sarwar. 


This bilingual inscription? actually contains six lines, in Persian and Hindi prose. The 
text reads as follows : 


1. San 1111 
2: Khanazad-i-Badshan ‘Alamgir Ghazi Bee yates: 
Takok Singh ibn Chitrangad Bundela En i esters 


3 Sri Ga, Alamgir Hai 

4. Vadasahi Muvaloka ll 
5 
6 


Chitaranmagada Bumdala Suvava 
Da Simha Traloka Il 





: . From Jal 
Its purport is that Takok Singh, was the son of Shittenoad Bundala, the royal 
servant of the emperor ‘Alamgir (Aurangzeb). Year (A.H) 1111 (1699 - 1700 A.D.)?. 
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This short inscription copied from Jaldurg is quite important which represents the 
Mughal emperor Aurangzeb who had brought the fall of the ‘Adil Shahi kingdom of 
Bijapur in 1686 A.D. Apart from this Mughal record, no Adil Shahi or Asaf Jahi in- 
scription has been reported from this fort!. We do find the references related to the 
other forts like Raichur, Adoni, Koppal, Naldurg etc. The Mughal commandants were 
appointed immediately after the Mughal conquest. When Golkonda was also con- 
quered in 1687 A.D., the six subhas of the Deccan were reorganised and the details 
of each sarkar, mahal, paragana, village or dependency had been compiled under 
the respective subas. These exhaustive details are very useful for the study of the 
various aspects of history and administration. This work done under Aurangazeb 
continued till the First Nizam took over as an independent ruler of Hyderbad in 1724 
A.D.5. Surprisingly, there is no mention of Jaldurg, Probably it had been included 
under some other paragana adjoining to it or some other village. But it does not 
make any differene as far as its historical value is concerned. 

The epigraph under reference itself is a source-material for the area which 
ic called Jaldurg. Having a strategic position surrounded by the Krishna river, it was 
well maintained under the Mughals. Takok Singh, who finds mention as Knanazad- 
i-Badshah, signifies the importance that like the son of the royal servanti.e., Takok 
Singh, son Chitrangad Bundela had his stay and command there in the fort in A.H. 
1111 (1699-1700 A.D.). Most probably he might have taken part in the Mughal 
expedetion against the Bijapur kingdom and remained posted there. It also provides 
information that both the son and his father were in the royal service. Apart from 
Persian, a text of four lines in Hindi language is also to be noted that he belonged to 
the Hindi speaking belt. No doubt that Persian was the main official language of the 
Mughals but the other regional languages like Hindi had been flourishing and offi- 
cials or royal servants like Takok Singh did not hesitate in the usage of their mother- 
tongue Hindi for such purposes. 

To conclude, we may say that such epigraphs are very useful for the re- 
gional history. This inscription has also brought to light two Bundela names associ- 
ated with the royal court’. 
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Notes and References 

1. Annual Report on Indian Epigraphy (AREp. ) 1989-90, Appendix C, Nos. 26-36. 

2. WMB, III, p.178. The author only quotes the text of the Persian epigraph and reads 

the name as Chatrai instead of Chatrangad. 

3: Listed in A.R.Ep., 1989-90, No. C 32. For the first time this bilingual inscription was 
copied by Dr. M. Yaseen Quddusi, the editor of this publication in 1989. 4. Jaldurg alongwith 
other parts of the Raichur district became a part of the Asaf Jahis of Hyderabad under the 
first Nizam in 1724 A.D. and after independence it is now in Kamataka State. 5. M.A.Nayeem, 
Mughal Administration of Deccan under Nizamul Mulk Asaf Jah, 1985, Bombay, pp.29-30. 


based on Deh-be-deh (Persian MS) in the State Archives, Hyderabad and Tarikh-i-Gulzar-i- 
Asaf (Hyd. 1308 Hijri). 


PERSO ARABIC INSCRIPTIONS FROM CHITRADURGA 
DISTRICT (KARNATAKA) 
(Information about Shah Ahmad & construction of his tomb) 





So far only seven Perso-Arabic inscriptions from Chitradurga District of | 
Karnataka have been noticed. These inscriptions were copied by me in November | 


1988'. These inscriptions form a part of a tomb or mosques or graveyard. The 


earliest inscription in the present collection is from Molakalmuru, a taluk headquar- — 
ters (Chitradurga). Itis dated A.H. 1196 (1781-82 A.D.). The others in chronological : 
order are from Chitradurga proper’ dated A.H. 1199 (1784-85 A.D.) followed by — 
Mauludi year 1215 (A.H.1202=1787-88 A.D.), A.H. 1228 (1813-14 A.D.) etc. These — 


inscriptions are the part of regional history of the 18th and 19th centuries. 


|. INSCRIPTION DATED A.H. 1196 (1781-82 A.D.) FROM MOLAKALMURU 


se his niscoplen dated A.H.1196 (1781-82 A.D.) from the Jami Mosque of | 
ans muru is in AtabIG executed in Nastaliq characters?. The next of the recordis — 
onogrammatic phrase Baitu’l-Salatu’l Muminin i.e. a house for offering prayers | 
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- yielding A.H. 1196, apart from giving the same date in figures. The text is silent 


about the builder. But it is evident that the construction of the mosque took place 
during the time of Hyder All. 


ll. INSCRIPTION DATED A.H. 1199 (1784-85 A.D.) FROM CHITRADURGA 


This second epigraph is related to the tomb of the local saintly figure Shah 
Ahmad of Chitradurga’. The text of the main epigraph is of only two verses in 
Persian executed in Nastaliq characters. It records that this new beautiful or elegant 
tomb of Shah Ahmad is built during the time of Sultan i.e., Tipu Sultan by Daulat 
Khan in A.H. 1199 (1784-84 A.D.). Thus + mentions the time of the ruling Sultan, 
name of the deceased Shah Ahmad and Daulat Khan as the builder of the tomb in 
AH. 1199. Historically speaking this part of Karnataka with the fort of Chitradurga 
was captured by Hyder All. One Daud Khan was appointed there as the custodian 
of the fort. In the light of the present record, itis evident that Daulat Khan remained 
posted there with the charge at chitradurga under Tipu Sultan’. 


EME O Oa EET E Ar A E 
2 LF lo A (Se ey, ty 1 > a Ji 
ep eE a «e IS ry af L 4 Pa 


an) 





inscription dated Mauludi year 1215 (A.H. 1202/1787-88 ) 
From tomb of Shah Ahmad Chitradurga. 


lll. INSCRIPTION DATED MAULUDI YEAR 1215 A.H. 1202 = 1787-88 A.D. 
This third inscription is also.from the same place appearing on the main 
entrance of the tomb proper of Shah Ahmad’. The text in Persian verse is executed 
in fairly Nastaliq characters. It states the greatness of Shah Ahmad and construc- 
tion of his dome at the instance of the Sultan in Mauludi Year 1215 (A.H. 1202 = 
1787-88 A.D.). In the presence of these two epigraphic records, itis clear that actu- 
ally the work of the tomb complex started in A.H. 1199 (1784-85 A.D.) was finally 


33 





Glimpses of Indian History & Culture Dr. M. Yaseen Quddusi 


SA raa eee ee 


completed with the construction of a dome over the grave of Shah Ahmad in Maulud; 
1215 (A.H. 1202 = 1787-88 A.D.) 

The available sources are silent about the life and times of Shah Ahmad. 
The present inscription clearly brings him to the light that he was a saintly character. 
The ruler and his officials had great veneration and total respect towards Shah 


| 
| 
\ 
| 
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Ahmad. It is also certain to say that he resided at Chitradurga, breathed his last _ 


there and the Sultan out of his great devotion ordered for the construction of the 
present splendid tomb which is intact with a high plinth. It would not be out of place 
to mention that when | visited the tomb during my official visit in 1988, one Sayyid 
Ataullah Shah, the Manager of the tomb of Shah Ahmad presented some old records 
and documents in Persian by which several concessions and grants were made for 
the welfare and upkeep of the dargah of Shah Ahmad. An annual urs is also held. 


IV-V. MISCELLANEOUS INSCRIPTIONS 


An epitaph found near Ashur Khana at Chitradurga records the death of one 
Shaikh Ibrahim, Jamadar in A.H. 1228 (1813A.D.). The other from the same place 
mentions the death of one Nawaz Bibi, wife of Hayat, the Hawaldar in A.H. 1235 
(1819-29 A.D.)°. These two records indicate that since the days of Hyder Ali and 
Tipu Sultan, the Muslim families settled at Chitradurga and remained there under 
the Wodiyars of Mysore. 


The earliest Urdu verse inscription of the district is from the Jami Mosque in 
Chikpet of Chitradurga’. It records the construction of a haud ( 
(fountain) of the mosque by Umar. The text of Urdu verses 
poet Nusrat. The work was completed in A.H. 1269 (1852 
Urdu inscription from Bangalore is dated A.H 
A-H. 1253 (1827-28 A.D.)®. Thus such inscri 
opment of Urdu in Karnataka. 


tank) and a Fawwara 
was composed by the 
-593 A.D.). The earliest 
H. 1263 (1846 A.D.)® and from Mysore 
ptions are helpful to assess the devel- 


Last but not the least isitor’ 
eric , ONE visitor's record of the 18th or 19th century finds 
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Notes and Referenes 

4. Annual Report on Indian Epigraphy (AREp.), for the year 1988-89. Appeidix C Nos. 117- 
126. 2. AREp., 1988-89, C No. 123. 3. Ibid, No. 117. Inscription from the tomb of Shah 
Ahmad 4. Mahmud Bangalori, Tarikh-i-Saltanat-i-Khudadad (Bangalore, IInd Edition, 1939), 
p.131; Sahifa-i-Tipu Sultan (Bangalore, 1946), letter Nos. 130, 204, 310, 408 & 412 mention- 
ing the officials posted at Chitradurga including Daulat Khan under Tipu Sultan. 5. AREP., 
1988-89, C No. 118. 

Mauludi or Muhammadi year : Tipu Sultan’s new era was styled as the Mauludi era 
and is dated from the year 609 A.D., when the Prophet of Islam (Hadrat Muhammad) an- 
nounced himself as the Messenger of Allah (God). There is a difference of about 13 years 
between the Hijri year and the Mauludi year/era. See for details Mir Mahmud Husain, Riyasat- 
i-Mysore Ke Farai, Arabi Aur Urdu Katbe, (Bangalore, 1980), pp. 147-48. 

Both the inscriptions related to the tomb of Shah Ahmad have been noticed by B. 
Lewis Rice in Epigraphia Carnatica Vol. XI (Bangalore, 1903) providing full text in English and 
translation but without its text in Persian or photograph. The date of first inscription A.H. 1199 
(1784 A.D.) is correct but the second date given by him is not 1784 A.D. It is dated in Mauludi 
era obtained through a chronogram by zar system i.e., 1215 (A.H. 1202=1787-88 A.D.). See 
pp. 6-7 & 1)-11. The same error is found in the District Gazetteer of Chitradurga (Bangalore 
1967) p.62. Mir Mahmud Husain has given the text in his book with its date correctly, pp. 79- 
80. 

AREp., 1988-89, C Nos. 123 & 124, Ibid., No. 120. Ibid., forthe year 1994-95, C No. 62. Ibid., 
No. 79. 


TWO ADIL SHAHI INSCRIPTIONS FROM MAMDAPUR OF KARNATAKA 
(Foundation of Muhammadpur & water tanks etc). 


Mamdapur is a village in Bijapur district. It is about 22 miles south-west of 
the district headquarters.’ It is stated that Khwas Khan, the Prime Minister of 
Muhammad Adil Shah (1626-56 A.D.) of Bijapur laid out fields and planted trees on 
the site of Mamdapur which so pleased the king that the area around it was consoli- 
dated and the same named Muhammadpur in the year 1633 A.D. Thus the present 
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village came into existence and Muhammadpuris now known as Mamdapur, a cor- 
rupt form of the same. As far as Persian epigraphs from this place are concerned, 
there are two relating to the tanks? built during the time of Muhammad Adil Shah.? 

According to the district gazetteer, it is found that the tanks or lakes are 
formed by the earthen dams faced on the water-side with strong stone-walls*. Now 
the Persian insriptions from the tanks are informative to understand the work done 
there. 

The first inscription is from Bada Talab i.e. Big Tank. It is in Persian prose 
and verse and dated A.H. 1043=1633-34 A.D. The style of writing is Thulth. The text 
begins with the name of Sultan Muhammad Adil Shah. Then there is the name of his 
Prime-Minister Knwas Khan. The tank is designated as Sultan Begam®. As a whole, 
the gist of the text refers to the construction of a tank i.e. haud designated as Sultan 
Begam Tank by Khwas Khan, the Prime Minister at the instance of the king in A.H. 
1043=1633-34 A.D. It also states that it is was built at cost of fifty thousand hons.’ 
The inscriptional slab contains fourteen lines and measures about 70 X 145 cms. 

The second slab from Chhota Talab or small tank is now notin situ. It is fixed 
in the wall of the Jami Mosque. Almost, it contains the same text as stated above. It 
only omits the expenditure part but provides the date A.H. 1044 1634-35. It tends to 
suggest that this small tank was completed a year later. 

nS a matter of fact, these two inscriptional slabs are very important to find 
ne oe inet see there. The tanks are also associ- 
cific. The work is related to the Oe : ‘ f i a e pede Pe. 
Adil Shahi king. Apart from these as OE a ne ree eel 

pects, some other aspects are also associated 


with these tanks, or the new place. Again the District gazetteer has one more infor- 


mation about the place that one local saint named Shah Kamal Sahib had prophecied 
that the king would lay out a new place for the people and in due course Muhammadpur 


came up there near Bijapur and the king hi 
g himself w thy 
and building activities. as associated with its foundation 
Wh 
arias open the history of famines, Bijapur region or the other adjoining 
gazetteer is a ful t PEINE acute Shortage of water or rainfall. The district 
pru! to understand or trace the impact of such famines. Itis found 
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thatthe famine of 1396 A.D. lasted for about 12 years. in 1422-23 again Karnataka 
and Deccan faced the curse of famine. In the years 1442, 1460 and 1472-73 there 
were no rains. In 4629-30 Deccan again suffered from shortage of water and fam- 
ine. This trend continued in the parts of Bijapur district or region in 1717, 1818-20, 
4891-92, 1896-97, 1941-45 and 1947-48 A.D.° Thus our record of 1633-34 and 
4634-35 A.D. is very much associated with this background. The ruling king, offi- 
cials and the common men of Bijapur kingdom faced the effects of famines and non 
availability of water in their day to day life. This social aspect was before them. The 
common people had suffered a lot and when there was no crop and no water for 
them. Naturally there was a loss of livelinood for the people and no revenue collec- 
tion was for the govt. treasury. 

Hence it is obvious that the Mamdapur tanks served the very purpose from 
where water could be utilised for irrigation, plantation and daily requirements. What- 
soever rainfall was there, its water was stored in these two tanks for a long time. 
There are other Persian inscriptions which help us to understand that such storage 
of water was being practised and even Bijapur city got its drinking water from Begam 
Talab situated some miles away from the capital.'° 

After passing of the centuries, still there is no improvementin the availability 
of water in Bijapur-Karnataka region. The old system of making tanks, wells or res- 
ervoirs is very much natural and easy to fetch the rainfall. This aspect is to be 
understood even today to ensure the shortage of water and overcome the difficul- 
ties. These epigraphs help us in having better understanding about the socio-eco- 
nomic factor which was preserved and protected by such means. Rainfall or water 
is the life line of the society or mankind and without water no progress, prosperity 
and constructive role is possible in any walk of life. 

Notes and References . 

1. Bijapur District (B.G.) Mysore State Gazetteer edly B.N. Sri Sathyan (Bangalore 1966) p. 
512. 2. AREp. 1976-77 App. D. Nos. 202-203 3. Mohd. Adilshah, ruler of Bijapur kingdom. 
He came to power in 1626 A.D. and ruled till 1656. There are a number of inscriptions of his 
period in various parts of the old kingdom. 4. B.G. p.512 5. Khwass Khan’s name was 
Daulat Khan. He was a very powerful nobleman of his times. He acted asthe prime minister of 
Mohd. Adil Shah for about eight years. He was killed in 1045 (1635 A.D.). Wadgiyat-e-Mamlikat- 
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i-Bijapur P+I (WMB) Agra 195, by Bashiruddin Ahmad pp. 228, 250 etc. ae ie 
ae of the king/sultan. 7. Hon/Huns/Houn, gold currency/coin in South India. 8. B.G. 
0.512. 9. Ibid., pp. 164-66 10. WMB ot. Il pp. 116-17 
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From Mamdapur. Two inscri 


ptional slabs regarding the excavation of the tank 
during the 


time of the Adil Shahis of Bijapur. 


PERSO-ARABIC-URDU INSCRIPTIONS OF SAVANUR 
(Bulding activities & works of public utility in the region) 


The Nawabs of Savanur(Shahnur) with their he 
to power in1719 A.D’, 


under Abdur Rauf Khan Diler Jang. The family members of 
Abdul Rauf Khan serve 
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and title of Diler Khan Bahadur Diler Jang. His Jagir included the area of Qila Sarkar 
Torgul, etc. The next among them was Abdur Rauf Khan (1719 A.D.). The other 
Nawwabs were Abdul Ghaffar Khan (1719-25 A.D.), Abdul Majid Khan (1725-54 
A.D.) Abdul Hakim Khan (1754-93 A.D.) and Abdul Khair Khan (1793-1827 A.D.). 
Roughly speaking, the area of Savanur Nawabs extended over the territory between 
the Krishna and Tungabhadra rivers under Abdul Ghafffar Khan. Under Abdul Majid 
Khan their rule extended over the districts of Belgaum, Bijapur, Raichur and Dharwar. 
in 1756 A.D., Abdul Hakim Khan ceded some territories to the Peshwas. 

The source material on the Nawabs of Savanur and their rule over the areas 
is available in the reference books like Mathirul-Umara, Tadhkiratul Umara, Tarikh-i- 
Diler Jangi, Maratha records and Tarikh-i-Deccan, etc. But the inscriptions of their 
period are more informative about the building activities. The details therein, are 
very useful and throw specific light on the society of that period related to religious 
works, works of public utility, grants of land, upkeep of the forts or, demise of impor- 
tant persons including the ruling chiefs. In the course of my tour in 1984, anumber 
of inscriptions were copied. The following inscriptions deserve mention. 


|. INSCRIPTION DATED A.H. 1140 (1728 A.D.) 
Grant of land to Khairullah Shah Dargah 


The earliest inscription from Savanur is dated A.H. 1140 (1727-28 A.D.). It 
belongs to the dargah of a local saint known as Khairullah Shah.‘ Unfortunately, the 
inscriptional slab is badly damaged. The deciphered portion provides information 
about some grant of land to the said dargah. The other details like the date of the 


demise of the saint or builder of his tomb and who donated the land for his tomb are 
lost. 


il. INSCRIPTION DATED A.H. 1166 (1752-53 A.D.) 
Fort of Savanur Restrengthened 


The next in chronological order is from the gateway of the fort at Savanur.’ 
It records the construction of the gateway by Nawwab Abdul Majid Khan entitled 
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Diler Jang in A.H. 1166 (1752-53 A.D.) By this inscription we come to know thatthe 
fort at Savanur was repaired and restrengthened by the Nawwab to face any trouble 
either from the Nizam of Hyderabad or the Marathas who were the powerful 
neighbours of the Savanur territory. 


ill. INSCRIPTIONS DATED A.H. 1208 (1794 A.D.) 
Death of Abdul Hakim Khan 


This Inscription in the collection is important by which we come to know that 
Abdul Hakim Khan entitled Diler Khan Diler Jang died on the 19th Rajab, 1208 (Feb. 
20. 1794A.D.).3 The metrical text was composed by one Badshah Muhiyud Din. No 
details are available about Muhiyud Din, alocal poet who most probably was closely 


associated with the ruling family. Another aspect of the present epigraph is that the. 


rule of Abdul Hakim Khan lasted till Feb. 20, 1794. 


IV. INSCRIPTION DATED A.H. 1223 (1800 A.D.) 
Placing of “Kalas” 


This inscription is also very important copied from the tomb of Shah Kamal 


at Savanur.‘ It provides the specific date of placing of the pinnacle (kalas) on the | 


| 


et 


ki M 
et 
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tomb of Shah Kamal by Nawwab Abdul Khan entitled Diler Khan Bahadur Jang. Its | 


date of placing is in the month of Rabi A.H. 1223 91800 A.D., April-May). 


Nawwab himself had composed the text of the record of the tomb of Shah | 
Kamal. This may be a part of Nawab’s offering to the saint or a gesture of devotion . 


towards the departed soul. 


V. INSCRIPTION DATED A.H. 1243 (1827 A.D.) 
Nawab Abdul Khair Khan Poisoned 


This fifth record is related to the death of Nawwab®. Abdul Khair Khan whe | 


died of poison in A.H. 1243, Rabi ll, 12 i.e. 1827 A.D. Nov.2. The exact date of his 


de . . | 
ath by poison is no doubt recorded but no other details are given in this regard 
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that who were responsible for it. 


VI. INSCRIPTION DATED A.H. 1266 (1849-50 A.H. 1267 (1850-51 
Construction of Tank with Garden 


The present inscription is from a tank® at Savanur which refers to the con- 
struction of a tank at the.instance of the Nawwab in A.H. 1266 (1 849-50A.D.) anda 
gardeti which is designated as Nau Bagh i.e. new garden in A.H. 1267 (1850-51 
A.D.) The text of the record was composed by Gauthi i.e. Ghauth Khan, the Diwan. 
The tank with the said garden was an important addition in the history of Savanur. It 
was so developed and beautified that another source book on the Nawwabs of 
Savanur written and published, which is “known as Tarikh-i-Diler Jangi” provides 
the city map of Savanur with the tank and the garden i.e. Nau bagh.” As for as the 
tank is concerned, it is still traceable with the inscription but the garden is no more 
in its vicinity. 


VII. INSCRIPTION DATED A.H. 1272 (1855-56) 
Work of Bibi Ahmad 


This inscription dated A.H. 1272 is from a mosque stating the construction 
a mosque, an inn and a reservoir with a school by one lady Bibi Anmad at the 
instance of the Nawwab.® It was a great work by the said lady not only for religious 
purposes but for the spreading of knowledge and stay for the visitors or students 
who desired to get the full benefits at Savanur. 


Vill. INSCRIPTION DATED A.H. 4273 (1856-57 A.D.) 





This epigraph is from the Kasi mosque of Savanur: It records that the old 
mosque of Kasi was rebuilt by the Nawab in A-H. 4273/1856-57 A.D. The metrical | 
text was composed by the Nawwab himself. Itis to be noted here that the language | 
is Urdu used for epigraphical purposes. Since 4847-48, we do find that Urdu along | 
with Persian was getting due recognition in Savanut. 
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in conclusion, we may say that the presence of much epigraphical material 
at Savanur is very useful for the local history and building activities. The names of 
the officials like Ghauth Khan and Qadir Khan appear in the text as Supervisors of 
the works. We also come to know that the Nawwabs of Savanur had literary taste 
and composed verses in Urdu as well as in Persian. The other poets are known 
only through these epigraphs are Mir Ahmad Ali Khan, Ghausthi and Badshah 
Muhiyuddin. In all 21 Perso - Arabic and Urdu Inscriptions have come to light from 
Savanur. 
Notes and References 
1. AREp., 1984-85, No. C 116. 2. Ibid., No. 110. 3. Ibid., No. 108. 4. Ibid., 1965-66, No. D 
303. 5. Ibid., 1953-54, No. C 109. 6. Ibid., No. C 123. 7. M. Azimuddin, Tarikh-i-Diler Jangi 
for city map etc. (Bombay Uni-library) 8. AREp., 1984-85, No. C 114. 9. Ibid., No. C. 115. 


INFORMATION ABOUT THE EVENTS, PLACES & THE OFFICIALS 
BALAPUR PLACED UNDER THE CHARGE OF SHAIKH SHAH 
MUHAMMAD OF AJODHAN 


Mughal Inscription, Doddaballapur, District Bangalore - This inscription re- 
fers to the capture of the fort of Balapur which had a large quantity of artillery (top- 
khana) from the Maratha chief Sambha, son of Siva in the thirty-second regnal year 
corresponding toA.H. 1100 (A.D. 1688) of Aurangazeb by Qasim Khan, Faujdar of 
the District (Sarkar) of Karnataka attached to the Province (Suba) of Daruz-Zafar 
(Abode of Victory’) Bijapur. It also records that in the thirty-fourth regnal year, it was 
placed under the charge of Shaikh Shah Muhammad al-Faruqi, a descendant of 
(the famous 13th century saint) Shaikh Faridud-Din Masud Chishti Ajodhani and an 
inhabitant of city (Balada) of Badayun, situated in the province of Shahajahanbad 
alias Dehli, wnc got this stone removed in the same year from a ruined temple 
situated at a distance of two kroh (i.e. kos) from the said Bhonsla fort further down 
(?) for (some) building (?). The writing in Indian (Hindi i.e. Kannada) script was 

inscribed by Madan Mohan Singh and the one in Persian by Shaikh Muhammad 


Hafiz (cf. Epigraphia Karnatica, Doddaballapur, no. 31: Mysore Gazetteer, V, Ban- 
galore 1930, p. 163). er 
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When I had visited this place in the year 1978, the inscriptional slab was well 
preserved In the compund of the city police station. (A.R.Ep. 1978-79 D55). 

Inscription of the Sultans of Mysore, Ganjam near Seringapatna, District 
Mandya - It records the grant of a piece of land adjacent to Chankal (or Changal) in 
the taluq of Rahmantnagar, measuring 500 by 500 cubits, for the graveyard of the 
Muslims in A.H. 1207, Mauldi 1220 (A.D. 1792) by Tipu Sultan. It also states that the 
land was placed under the trusteeship of Miyan Banda Shah Darwish. It seems that 
Miyan Banda Shah Darwish was a religious authority and was very close with the 
community and the ruler. 


PERSIAN INSCRIPTION FROM RANEEBENNUR DATED 
A.H. 1155 (1742 A.D.) 


During the course of my Official visit in August 1984, | had copied a good 
number of inscriptions from various places in Dharwar district of Karnataka, and 
listed in the Annual Report on Indian Epigraphy for the year 1984-85. Of them, four 
insriptions were copied from Ranebennur, a taluk headquarters in Dharwar district. 
The earliest among them is dated A.H. 1155 (1742 A.D.) from a gate of Qila Masjid. 
The other is an epitaph dated A.H. 1172 (1764 A.D.) and the third one dated A.H. 
1185 (1771-72 A.D.) is from the Jama Masjid. The fourth one is an epitaph, contain- 
ing religious text. an 
The inscription from Qila Masjid at Ranebennur, is 
fixed over the main entrance of the said mosque. 

The text of the record in Arabic and Persian verse, 
is executed in bold Naskh characters‘. Its purport is 
that, a mosque was constructed by Muhammad 
Rahim Sadiq, the custodian (Qala’dar) of the fortin 
A.H. 1155, Sunday, Muharram 10 (1742 A.D. March 6), 
in the time of Amirul-Umara Nawwab ‘Abdul Majid 
Khan Miyana (1725-54 A.D.)8, during the reign of LE 
a Sta Badshah (1719-48 A.D.).  inserption dated AH 1165/1742 
eris mentioned as a descendant of Khwaja from Ranebennur. — 
Naqashband®, claiming his association with Balkh and Bukhara, himself being a 
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native of Syria. The text of the inscription is as under : 

Transliteration Religious (Arabic) 

4) Nasru'm-Minallah-i-wafathun qarib 2) wa yusabbihur ra’du bi-Hamdihi wal-Malaikatu min 
Khifatihi Verse (Persian) 3) Gu hamd-thana (-i-) Haq chun Na't-i-Rasul=Ba'd mangibat-i- 
Ashab-i-Al-i-Qubul. 4) Madh-i-Ghaus-i-A’zam bigu Khwajagan=Madadgir-u-mushkil Shud 
Asan. 5) Man Aulad-i-Khwaja-i-Naqshband-am=Bikhwahi chun Hajat Tura Nist gham. 

6) Muhammad Shah Badshah Hakim-i-Zamana=Amirul Umara, Nawwab ‘Abd'ul Majid Khan 
Miyana. 7) Sana 1155 Yazdah Sad Panjah Panj Sal=Qal’dar Sadiq istiqbal-i-hal. 8) Ki 
Khadim Muhammad Rahim nam-i-Khud=Balkhwa Bukharah watan Sham bud. 9) Dahum 
Mah-i-Muharram Fi yamul-Ahad=Bina ham murattab shud ba Shahr-i-abad. 


TRANSLATION 


1. Help from God and immediate victory (Qur'an, Chapter LXI, Part of verse 13). 
2. Nay, thunder repeateth His praises, And so do the angels with awe (Qur'an, 
Chapter XIII, part of verse 13). 3. Utter praise (and) eulogy to God and the Prophet 
(Muhammad). Afterwards, (Utter) praise to the Prophet’s companions (who are) the 
accepted ones. 4. Utter praise to Ghauth-i-A’Zam (Khwaja-i-) Knhwajagan (Abdul 
Qadir Jilani). Seek (his) help and get rid of the difficulty. 5. | am the descendent of 
Khwaja Naqashband (i.e., Khwaja Bahau’d-Din Naqashbandi). If you need (him), no 
need to worry. 6. Muhammad Shah (is) the king and ruler of the time (and it being 
the period of) Amirul-Umara Nawwab ‘Abdul Majid Khan Miyana. 7. In the year 
1155, eleven hundred fifty five; the humble servant named Muhammad Rahim Sadia, 
custodian of the fort in the present and that of the future, hailed from Balkh and 


Bukhara region and Syria was his native place. 8. (On) tenth of the month of 
Muharram, on the first day i.e. Sunday, 


7 (this) foundation was completed in this eter- 
nal city (i.e. Rannebennur). 


IMPORTANCE OF THIS RECORD 


See EE VP IOS RECORD 


As far as the salient features or contents of this i 


the facts are elaboration’ nscription are concerned, 


. First of all, this is the earliest inscription of the Nawwabs 
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of Savanur from Ranebennur who had created their own principality in this region, 
spread over the present Dharwar district of Karnataka. Nawwab ‘Abdu'l Majid Khan 
Miyana was the powerful Nawwab of Savanur (1725-54 A.D.). The Mughal ruler 
Muhammad Shah 4719-1748 A.D. had been formally acknowledged here. As a 
matter of fact, the Mughal authority in this part was practically replaced by. the Nizam 
of Hyderabad and other regional rulers, since 1724 A.D. 

Another important information which we get from this record is thal 
Muhammad Rahim Sadiq finds mention as the custodian of the fort at Renebennur 
under the Savanur Nawwabs. We do find very valuable family background that he 
his family hailed from Syria. He further claims that he was the descendant of Khwaja 
Bahauddin Naqashbandi, who tourished from 1318 to 1389 A.D. Thus, the builder 
had very religious and saintly background. We are unable to trace other details of 
the family in the available sources when and how they migrated India or Decan. But 
Ranebernur was their abode and posting place, as evidenced by two or three epi- 
graphs. — | - i 
The builder Khawaja Rahim Sadiq was the son of Khwaja Muhammad Sadiq 
and died in A.H: 1178 (1764 A.D.) He lies buried in the enclosure of the Jami’ Masjid 
at Ranebennur. Itis also to be noted that he had undertaken reconstruction work of 
an old Mosque which was completed in A.H. 1180 (1766-67 A.D.) i.e. two years 
after his death. Mòst probably, the mosque from where the inscription has been 
copied, formed a part of the fort-complex itself for the soldiers and other state offi- 
cials, posted there to say or perform their daily prayers. e7 | 

: As far as the calligraphy of the record AH 1155 is concerned, it is of a very 
high order. Calligraphical specimen of such an order under such small states like 
Savanur is worth noticing. The arch-shaped inscriptional slab provides beautiful 
Naskh style, giving fine and pleasing visual effect. 

In conclusion, we may say that the present inscription is the primary source 
of information about the builder Muhammad Rahim Sadiq, his family background, 
Place of his posting as qala’dar at Ranebennur and his building activities under 
Nawwabs of Savanur. 

NOTES AND REFERENES a 
= AREP., 1984-85, Appendix C, Nos. 98-130. 2. Ibid, Nos. 108-111. 3. This in- 
“cniption was noticed in the Progress Report of the Archaeological Survey of India, Western 
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Circle for the year ending 31st March 1921 (Published, Bombay 1922). On page 57 of this 
report only it states that the inscription records the erection of a Masjid in the reign of Emperor 
Muhammad Shah by Amirul Umara Nawwab ‘Abdul Majid Khan and is dated Sunday 10th 
Muharram 1155 A.H. No other details relating to it are given. 4. AREp., 1984-85, Appendix C 
No. 111. 5. ‘Abdul Majid Khan Miyana. Another inscription of this ruler dated A.H. 1166 
(1752-53 A.D.), has been noticed in AREp., 1953-54, No. C.110 from Savanur. It records the 
construction of a gateway of the fort. 6. Khwaja Bahaud-Din Naqshbandi (718-791 = 1318- 
1380 A.D.). The Nagashbandiyya order of the sufis under him was reorganised. His tomb 
Qasr-i-’Ariftin is near Bukhara. The rulers of Central Asia invoked the blessings of his spirit 
with great devotion. A History of Sufism in India, Vol. II (S.A.A. Rizvi, 1983, Delhi), p.174. 7. 
AREp., 1984-85, Appeidix C No. 108. 8. Ibid., No. 110. 


INSCRIPTION OF TIPU SULTAN FROM A MOSQUE IN HOSPET 


(KARNATAKA) 
Ghafur Khan’s Mosque 


rospetis a taluk headquarters in Bellary district of Karnataka. Itis very close 
to Hampi, once the seat of the Vijayanagara empire. The Kannada University one of 
the research institutions is situated in the vicinity of Hospet. As far as its recent past 
is concerned, it was included in the territory of the Sultans of Mysore. One inscrip- 
tion in Persian dated A.H. 1210 corresponding to 1795-96 AD is available at Hospet 
which represents the then ruling king i.e., Tipu Sultan (1782-99 AD). 

There is a mosque in an old locality to the east of the Main Bazar. It is called 
Ghafoor Khan mosque’. The building i.e., the mosque is utilised by the local Muslim 
population, for their daily Namaz. It has been repaired and renovated in the past. 
Some old portion is still intact and the present inscription under discussion is fixed 
near the open entrance of the eastern wall of the proper Mosque.? 

The gist of the inscription is that the mosque was constructed during the time of 
Tipu Sultan by one Ghafur Khan of high status and exalted rank in A.H. 1210 (1795- 


96 AD). The text of the inscription in Persian verse, is executed in fine Nastaliq 
characters. 


The text reads as under: 
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i. Dar Zaman-i-Shah Sultan Tipu-i-'Ali Janab 

i Dhi-sharaf ‘Ali Nasab Ya’ni Ghafur Khan-i-Kamyab 
iil Yaftah Masjid-Muqaddas.Husn-i-Tarkibash Tamam 
iV. Dar ‘Adad Girand Tughra Azhar ast chun Aftab 


TRANSLATION 


i. During the reign of the king Tipu-i-Sultan of high majesty. 

ii. a dignified nobie of exalted rank i.e., the successful Ghafur Khan. . 

ill. got completed the sanctified mosque through his good management. 

iV. People may take into account (the word) Tughra (meaning a piece of writing 
in a fine ornamented hand) for numerical (i.e., chronogram, yielding A.H. 
4210=1795-96 AD) which is as clear as the sun. 
| have visited this place to as certain the availability of the above epigraph. It 

is still intact & preserved. 


With the available sources, no information is traceable about the builder 
Ghafur Khan. However, it is very much there in the inscription being mentioned that 
he held an elevated position in administration. Therefore, the inscription under study 
fully represents the ruling Sultan under whom he served and the religious place was 
completed in A.H. 1210 (1795-96 AD). The name of calligrapher is not mentioned. 
This piece of information is very important for the regional history and particularly 
the building activities in Bellary district. According to Bellary District Gazetteer of 
Karnataka / Mysore state, it is stated that the said mosque was built in A.H. 1200 
(1785-86 AD). But as per the decipherment of the present inscription, its date is not 
A.H. 1200. Itis dated A.H. 1210 (1795-96 AD) ina chronogram. The inscription also 
does not specity Ghafur Khan as the Subedar of Hospet. However, the fact should 
be noted that as far as the local tradition is concerned, the lociality is called Subedar 
Baori. Either Ghafur Khan held the post of Subedar or somebody else on his behalf 
got it completed. If the District Gazetteer is to be believed, or accepted, then he was 
the Subedar of the region®. The present epigraphical recard is very much related to- 
the fact that he was posted there & the mosque built by him is known after him. 
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NOTES AND REFERENCES 


is Noticed in Annual Report on South Indian 
Epigraphy, 1922, App. B 680. 

2. Annual Report on Indian ees fone 86, 
App. C. No. 25. 

St Cf. Bellary District Gazetteer, Govt. Press 


Bangalore, 1972) p. 691. For history and 
other details see’pp. 690-91. The inscription is 





in Persian and notin Urdu. iii ; Mosque inscription from Hospet. 


IMPORTANCE OF KOLAR UNDER TIPU SULTAN 
Some Perso-Arabic Inscriptions from Kolar District of Karnataka 


In 1990, during the course of my epigraphical survey,,,14 Perso- Arabic in- 
scriptions were documented from Kolar disctrict of Karnataka’: Of them eight in- 
scriptions coped from 3 different places viz., Mailapur (1), Kolar (6) & Mulbagal 
(1) which deserve mention. They range in their dates from A.H. 1145 (1732-33 A. D ) 
to A.H. 1220 (1805-06 A.D.). There is one epigraph preceding to Hyder Ali's rule. 
There are some inscriptions falling under the rule of Tipu Sultan but only one of them 
specifically mentions his name. The remaining records belong to the post Tipu Sul- 
tan period. These inscriptions are quite important for the regional history, throwing 
light on religious and secular building activities in Koar district. 

i 


Chronologically, the earliest inscription in the group is from Mailapur in 
Mulbagal taluk?. It assigns the construction of a mosque to one Shaikh Muhammad 
in A.H. 1145 (1732-33 AD. ) at Muhammadanagar. It seems that quite a good num- 
ber of Muslims had settled there which 1 required the construction for their worship 
i.e. mosque for congregational prayers. In the light of the present inscription, it is 

apparent that Mailapur was then known as Muhammadnagar. No other details are 
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region, available about the builder Shaikh Muhammad. 

From Kolar? proper, the epigraph dated A.H. 1199 (1784-85 A.D.) contains 
only two words i.e. Ya Hafiz (O protector) written on an old sarai. Unfortunately, it 
does not provide any information about the builder. The next inscription from the 
same place is on another sarai named Farkhunda Sara (i.e. auspicious inn), which 
was built in A.H. 1200 (1785-86 A.D.) by Muhammad Usman’. The builder of this 
rest house finds mention in another inscription dated A.H. 1192 (1778 A.D.) from 
Koppal? in Raichur district which helps us to trace his service career under Hyder 
Ali. It states that by the order of Hyder Ali, Muhammad Uthman, resident of south 
Kolar, carried out repairs to the foundation, canal and trench of the fort. It means that 
under Hyder Ali he remained posted at Koppal and under Tipu he was transferred to 
Kolar where he built the rest house. One more inscription from Kolar is from Bago 
Baoli® which looks like a small tank. It is dated A.H. 1200 (1785-86 A.D.), recording 
a sentence in Arabic, pertaining to the Baoli that every thing owes its existence to 
water. The name of the builder is not mentioned. Another work of public utility was 
completed in A.H. 1201 (1786-87 A.D.) at Kolar’. The text of this brief inscription 
cays that it was built for the sake of God. Neither the name of the work nor the name 
of builder person is mentioned. Near the above epigraph at Kolar? is another inscrip- 
tion of Tipu’s period. It provides information about the construction of a tank by the 
order of Tipu Sultan in his eleventh regnal year (1793 A.D.). It was built by Sayyid 
Budhan, the revenue collector. From another source, we get some information about 
Sayyid Budhan who was the chief treasurer of Srirangapatna in 1799 A.D. He was 
one of the civil and military officers who was killed on 4th May 1799 A.D. along with 
Tipu Sultan while fighting against the British forces.° 

The last two inscriptions from Kolar proper and Mulbagal are regarding the 
construction of the rest-houses. Kolar inscription’? dated A.H. 1216 (1801-02 A.D.) 
States that one Ishaque built the rest house for the people. He carried out the work of 
another rest house at Mulbagal“ and named it Hyderi Sara (Hyderi rest house) 
which was completed in A.H. 1220 (1805-06 A.D.). Ishaque lies buried at Kolar’. 
One Abdur Rahim Qadiri, residing in Haveli mahalla at Kolar belongs to the family of 
Muhammad Usman who is referred to above in our inscriptions. Abdur Rahim Qadini 
describes that Muhammad Usman was the treasurer under Tipu Sultan. A manu- 
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script of the holy Quran still in good preservation, is available with him. The manu- 
script contains the concluding remark on the last page whereby we come to know 
that holy Qur’an was written by Muhammed Usman a few months prior to his death 
in A.H. 1220 (1805-06 A.D.). | 

In conclusion, we may say that these inscriptions constitute as the primary 
source material for Kolar district of Karnataka. Construction of rest-houses tank 
and step-well at Kolar for the public use point out the fact that quite a large number 
of persons visited Kolar for various purposes and business activities remained 
undisrupted under Tipu Sultan and the Wodeyars. 


NOTES AND REFERENCES 


‘ 





4. These inscriptions are listed in Annual Report on Indian Epigraphy (AREp) for the year 
1989-90, Appendix ‘C’ Nos. 12 to 25. 2. A.R.Ep., 1989=90 Appendix ‘C’, No. 25. 3. Ibid., 
No. 21. 4. Ibid., No. 16. 5. Tarikh-i-Sultanat-i-Khudadad by Mahmud Bangalori (Bangalore, 
lind edition), p.482. 6. A.R.Ep., 1989-90 Appendix ‘C’, No. 20. 7. Ibid., No. 23. 8. Ibid., 


No. 22. 9. Tarikh-i-Sultanat-i-Khudadad, p. 584. 10. A.R.Ep., 1989-90 Appendix ‘C’, No. 17. 
11. Ibid., No. 25.12. Ibid., No. 18. 


_ PERSIAN INSCRIPTIONS FROM BANGALORE 


Sar Qazi mosque in Mahalla Nawabin, Uni Road, On a loose slab. A.H. 1137 
(1 124-25 A.D.) Persian. Records the construction of the mosque known as 
Masjid-i-Sar Qadi by Muhammad Abid Sharif, the Trustee, Composed by 
Abid, the builder. ARIE, 1970-71, D. 118. 
On a slab in the Bangalore Museum, originally from Tipu Sultan’s Palace. 
Bangalore. A.H. 1206 (1791-92 A.D.) Persian. States that the royal palace 
eran Farrukh-Mahal was construted in A.H. 1196 (1781-82 A.D.) and 
its paintings and de i i j 
oe s corations were completed in the given year. ARIE, 1963- 
Sar Qazi mosque in Mahalla Nawwabin. On the gate. A.H. 1213 (1798-99 
; ee Arabic. Contains religious text. ARIE, 1970-71, D, 119 

angin-Masjid in Mahalla Tara Mandal. On a loose plank. A.H. 1251 (1835- 


36 A.D.) Persian. Records the 
constr a 
the arches to the mosque b uction of the gates of and addition of 


Muhyu’d-Di 
nobleman. ARIE, 1970-71 e ie Din Ali Khan Mehkari, a hereditary 
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15. 


16. 


17. 


Quddus Sahib graveyard on the Jai Mahal Road. On the headstone of a 
grave near the Dargah of Naukal Shah. A.H. 1287 (1870-71 A.D.) Persian. 
Seems to record the death of some one (name illegible). ARIE, 1978-79, D, 
43. | : 
On the headstone of another grave, same place. A.H. 1290, Muharram 11 
(1873 A.D., March 11.) Persian. States that Muhammad Jalal, a student, 
died at the age of nineteen. Composed by his father Shah Abdu'l-Quddus 
Qadiri. ARIE, 1978-79, D, 42. 
On the headstone of a grave, same place. A.H. 1290, Dhu'l-Qa’da 20, 
Wednesday (1874 A.D., January 9.) Persian. Records the death of Amir Bi 
daughter of Muhammad Pir. ARIE, 1978-79, D, 53. 
On the headstone of grave, same place. A.H. 1291, Muharram 9 (1 874 
A.D., February 22.) Persian. Records the death of a lady named Muhyiu'd- 
Din Bi. ARIE, 1978-79, D, 54. 
On the headstone of a grave, same place. A.H. 1294, Dhu’l-Hijja 3 (1877 
A.D., December 9.) Persian. Records the date of the death of Sayyid ‘Abdu'l- 
Karim Jan son of Sayyid A'zam Shah Qandahari a Sayyid Khatak of Hijabzai 
tribe, who was born in A.H. 1266 (1849-50 A.D.) ARIE 1978-79, D, 47. 
On the headstone of a grave, same place. A.H. 1295 = (1 878 A.D.) Urdu & 
Persian. Records the demise of Shaikh Muhammad Akbar. ARIE, 1978-79, 
D, 52. 
On the headstone of a grave, same place. A.H. 1295 (1878 A.D.) Urdu. 
States that Fatima-Bi wife of Qadir Sharif died on the date of her son’s 
marriage. ARIE, 1978-79, D, 91. 
On the headstone of a grave, same place. A.H. 1295 (1878 A.D.) Persian. 
aeeols the death of Ham’da-Bi wife of Muhammad Khan. ARIE, 1978-79, 
#50; 
On the headstone of a grave, same place. A.H. 1296, Ramadan 12 (1879 
A.D., August 30.) Persian. Records the demise of Mir Yusuf, the Munshi. 
composed by (?) Darwish. ARIE, 1978-79, D, 45. 
On the headstone of a grave, same place. A.H. 1298, Muharram 13, morn- 
ing of Friday (1880 A.D., December 16.) Urdu. Records the death of Ghulam 
Muhyiu’d-Din, the Naik of the 30th Regiment. ARIE. 1978-79, D, 49. 
On the headstone of a grave, same place. A.H. 1299, Rabi'll, 26 (1882 A.D., 
March 17.) Urdu. Records the death of Shaikh Sultan, the Subedar-Major. 
son of Shaikh Imam Subedar, of 27th Regiment. Composed by Kalim. ARIE, 
1978-79, D, 44. 
On the headstone of a grave, same place. A.H. 1301 (1883-84 A.D.) Per- 
sian. Records the death of Makhdum Sharif Subedar. Composed by Kazim. 
ARIE, 1978-79, D, 48. . 
On the headstone of a grave, same place. A.H. 1301, Dhu’l-Qa’da 21, Fri- 
day (1884 A.D., September 12). Persian. Records the death of Vakil Khan 
Qandahani. ARIE, 1978-79, D, 46. 
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Inscription from Tipu Sultan Palace 


Dr. M. Yaseen Quddusi 





Left Dr. M.Y. Quddusi discussing 
about the inscription with 
Mr. Kempegauda Senior CA. ASI 
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Ganjam. Allotment 


of land under Miya 


Gumbad-e-Ala (Tomb of Tipu Sultan) 
Srirangapatna. | 


Tipu Sultan Palace Bangalore. Garden 
maintained by Horticulture Br. of ASI 


Banda Shah Darvesh 
in AH 1207 (1790) for 
Burial purpose by 
Tipu Sultan. 





F Date of construction of 
Tipu Sultan Palance. 


Dariya Daulatbagh Srirangapatna. Garden Bangalore. 


maintained by Horticulture Br. of ASI 
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(AH 1197/1782 A.D.) 


Inscription from Bidar. 
Beautiful Nastaliq. 
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From Kuknur. Mosque constructed 
in R.Y. 40 (1698. Aurangeb period). 
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From right Mr. Sadique Pasha of Shahi Water pot at Shahi Masjid 
Masjid & Dargah committee of Kolar, Dargah of Fateh Ali Shah 
Dr. Quddusi of ASI Nagpur, Mr. Saifullah Kolar. Inscription dated 
librarian of ASI Bangalore with his son 1246 Hijri. Used during the 
& friends of Mr. Sadique Pasha. Urs at the Dargah. 


Large boiler with inscrip- 
tion available at Shahi 
Masjid Kolar. From left. 
Mr. Saifullah, Mr. Sadiq 

Pasha, Dr. Quddusi, 
Mr. lyyar & Mr.Parshuram. 





Inscription from Bidar regarding the repair done of the previous rulers buildings by 
Malik Amar Jaan dated AH 1036 (1627 A.D.) 


Dariadaulatbagh Srirangapatna. 
Mr. Nayak then ASA of ASI, 
Dr. Quddusi of ASI & 
Mr. Saifullah librarian ASI 
Bangalore moving towards 
the Museum. 
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X. KERALA 


INDO-ARAB RELATIONS & KERALA 
Kodangallor Insriptions, District Thrissur 


A later installation but of great importance is the brief inscription photographed 


from the compound gate of the Jama Masjid at Kodungallor, recording the name of -~ 


the mosque as Cheraman Jama Masjid along with the date Hijrat Sana 5 (A.H.) (AD 
626-7), and the place name as Kadaallur (i.e., Kodungallor as presently called). Itis 
believed that as early as the days of the Hijrat, the message of the Prophet Muhammad 
reached the west coast of India and the first mosque was built at Kodungallor. It is to 
be specifically remarked that the present inscription under referene seems to be 
based on some available literary sources or local tradition by which it is stated that 
this place is associated with the miracle of the prophet Mohammad when the moon 
was seen into two pieces (Shaqqal Qamar) by the ruler of this region. 

Another important inscription in metrical Arabic executed in Naskh charac- 
ters was copied from the complex of the Juma Masjid Pathiya Kavu. This inscription 
is Carved on a wooden plank, recroding the martyrdom of a famous person named 
Marakkar son of Sayyid Ahmad al-Fidya, in AH 1245 (AD 1829-30). Itis very interest- 


ing to note that in the Arabic text of the epigraph, the village name is spelt as Fidya 
Aqru (i.e., Puthiya Kavu as presently it is called. 


DEATH OF ALI BIN KANTURI IN HIJRI YEAR 471 (1078 A.D.), 
BALIAPATNAM (KERALA) 


Baliapatnam Inscriptions, District Cannanore - Found in Baliaphatnam, this 
agmentary and loose inscription in Arabic language, executed in beautiful Kufic 
characters, is the earliest dated record copied from this region, It throws light on the 


early settlement of Arabian traders in Kerala hence the information fumished by the 


a is quite valuable. The epigraph records the demise of ‘Ali son of Kasnturl 
(?) in 471 (AD 1078). Another inscription records the renovation of the tomb of 


Sayyid Ahmad Jalal-u’d-Din al-Bukhari (i.e., from Bukhara in the USSR), son of 
54 
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Sayyid Muhammad Mihdar, the Qadi of Baliapatnam, in AH 1266 (AD 1849-50). One 
undated epitaph from the same place records the demise of Nasir-u’d-Din Mahmud 
son of Maulana Sharafu’d-Din, the Khatib. 


MALIK BIN DINAR CAME FROM ARABIA 


Kasargod, District Kasaragod - This epigraph from Kasaragod, written on 
wooden plank, fumishes an important piece of information that Malik Bin Dinar came 
to India from Arabia along with Sharaf son of Malik, his maternal uncle, and Malik 
son of Habib, son of Malik, his nephew, and built this mosque in Kancharkot in the 
year AH 22 (AD 643). It also states that Malik, son of Ahmad, son of Malik, was 
appointed as Qazi. It further states that said mosque was reconstructed with the 
moneta 
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Balangad Dist. Thrissur. Foundation of the Mr.K.K.Ramamurthy | 


nscription | 
mosque/construction idents of former SA of ASI, (1078 A.D.) from Baliapattam 
Chettuveyi-in AH 1149 (1736 AD). Originally Kerala who took ` Dist. Cannanore. The extant 
it belong to that village which is 9 kms away great interest to portion state that this is the 
s _from the Jama mosque where the find out the grave of Ali S/o Kanturi who 
inscription is available at present. Beautiful inscriptions. He died in the given year. 
calligraphy. took me to various ARIE 54-1990-91. 


mosques & monuments. 
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XI. LAKSHADWEEP 
LAKSHADWEEP ISLANDS & INSCRIPTIONS 


In the beginning of 1991, | had gone to 
various Islands of Lakhshadweep with Mr. S.S. 
Hussain, the senior Colleague in the Depart- 
ment. Mr. Hussain retired from Epigraphy 
Branch of ASI in the month of March 1996. 

As far as the early history of 
Lakhshadweep is concerned, it is unwritten & 
is based on various lengends. Local traditions 
attribute that Cheraman Perumal was the Last 
king of Kerala. It is believed that after his con- 
version to Islam, he slipped out of his capital 
(Cranganore, present Kodungalloor), an old 
harbour town near Cochin, for Mecca. It is 


Ujra Mosque Kavaratti stated that after his disapperance from 
Kodangallur, the search parties reached to the Island now known as Bangaram. 


From there the party also went to Agatti and finally came back to the mainland. 

It is said that after their return another party of sailors and soldiers discov- 
ered the island of Amini and started living there. It is believed that the people sent 
nere were Hindus. Even now unmistakable Hindu social stratification exists in these 
lapas despite Islam. Legends say that small settlements started in the islands of 
Amini, Kavaratti, Andrott and Kalpeni first and later people from these islands moved 


to other islands of Agatti, Kiltan, Chetlat and Kadmat. This legend of Cheraman 
Perumal is however, described. 





The advent of Islam dates back to the 7th century around the year 41 Hijra. It 
Is universally believed that one St. Ubaidullah (r) while praying at Mecca fell asleep. 
5 age that Proplhet Mohammed (s) wanted him to go to Jeddah, take a ship 
rom there to go to distant places. Thus, he left Jeddah but after Sailing for months 

a storm wrecked his ship near these small islands. Floating on a plank he wae 


96 


Glimpses of Indian History & Culture Dr. M. Yaseen Quddusi 


swept ashore on the island of Amini. He fell asleep there but again dreamt of the 
Prophet asking him to propagate Islam in that island. Ubaidullah started doing so. 
But this enraged the headman of the island and he ordered his exit at once. Ubaidullah 
stood firm. Meanwhile, a young woman fell in love with him. He gave her the name 
Hamidat Beebi and married her. This further offended the headman who decided to 
Kill him. Itis said that the headman and his henchmen surrounded St. Ubaidullah (r) 
and his wife to kill them. At once St. Ubaidullah (r) called upon the Prophed and the 
people were struck blind. At this time St. Ubaidullah (r) and his wife disappeared and 
as soon as they left the island people regained their eye sight. From Amini St. 
Ubaidullah (r) arrived at Andrott'where he met with similar opposition but he suc- 
ceeded finally in converting the people to islam. He next went to other islands and 
successfully propagated Islam and returned to Andrott where he died, and was 
burried. The grave of Saint Ubaidullah (r) is today a sacred place. Preachers trom 
Andrott are respected deeply in far off lands like Sri Lanka, Malaysia, Burma etc. 

Even after the conversion of the entire Island to Islam, sovereighty remained 
in the hands of the Hindu Raja of Chirakkal for some years. From the hands of the 
Chirakkal Raja the administration of the islands passed on to the Muslim House of 
Arakkal of Cannanore around the middle of the 16th century. 

Some time in the year 1783 some islanders from Amini took courage and 
went to Tipu Sultan at Mangalore and requested him to take over the Administration 
of the Amini group of islands. Tipu Sultan at that time was on friendly terms with the 
Beebi of Arakkal and after deliberations, the islands of Amini group were handed 
over to him. Thus the islands suzerainty came to be divided as five came under the 
rule of Tipu Sultan and the rest continued under the Arakkal House. After the battle of 
Seringapattam in 1799 the islands were annexed to the British East India Company 
and were administered from Mangalore. In 1847, a severe cyclone hit the island of 
Andrott and the Raja of Chirakkal decided for relief. An officer of the East India 
Company Sir William Robinson volunteered to accompany him. On reaching Andrott, 
the Raja found it difficult to meet all the demands of the people. Sir Robinson then 
offered the Raja help in the form of a loan. This was accepted. This arrangement 
Continued for about four years but when the ‘nterest started mounting, the English 
asked the Raja to repay them which he could not. In 4854 all the remaining islands 
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were handed over to the East India Company for administration. So, came the Brit- 


ish rule. The Union Territory was formed in 1956 and it was named Lakshadweep in 
1973. | 


ADMINISTRATION 


Prior to the formation of this Union Territory on 1st November 1956, these 
islands formed part of the erstwhile Madras State. The entire group of islands is 
onsidered as one District and divided into four Tahsils and each put in charge of a 
Tahsildar, except Minicoy where there is a Deputy Collector. The headquarters of 
the Administration were shifted from Calicut (Kerala State) to Kavaratti in March 
1964. 

To bring the Administration closer to the people all the inhabited islands along with 
their attached islands and islets, were divided into nine Sub Division/Additional Sub- 
Divisions in 1983. Each Sub Division is under the charge of a Sub-Divisional Of- 
ficer. They are also Executive Magistrates for respective islands. They also function 


as Block Development Officers or Additional Block Development Officers for these 
Islands. (C.P. pp. 3-5). 





Inscription dated AH 1216 (1801 AD) from a mosque Lakshdweep 


LAKSHADWEEP INSCRIPTIONS 





Epitaphs, District Kavaratti - A aig ast 1 
good number of inscript ied for 
the first time from Kavaratti. These a plions wersicopiedii 


Bere re the death records of the persons who settled 


oy 58 
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q. Of these records, the first written in Malayalam 
in Arabic characters mentions the death of 
Khadija in AH 1213 (AD 1798). 

2. The second epitaph registers the demise of Abi 
Salih al-Husaini Rahmani in AH 1280 (AD 1864). 

3: The third inscription states that Muhammad 
Ahmar, son of ‘Abdu'l-Qadir-ar-Rifai, al-Qadiri, 
performed Haj, who was a learned and pious 
man, died in AH 1308 (AD 1891) 

5. Epitaph, District Kavaratti - This epitaph found 
in Minicoy records the death of a lady named 
Khadija, the daughter of Musa, in AH 1234 
(AD 1819). 


Dr. M. Yaseen Quddusi 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





Epitaph of Mohammad Ahmar dated 
AH 1308 (1891 AD) Kawaratti. 





-From Kawaratti. Registring the demise of 
Abi Shalih al-Husaini Rahmani in AH 1280 (1864 AD) 
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XII. MADHYA PRADESH 
PERSIAN INSCRIPTIONS RELATING TO BHOPAL NAWABS M.P. 


The former rulers or Nawabs of Bhopal are represented in the following 
inscriptions. In 1996 | had visited the state and these inscriptions were documented 
in the form of estampages for record. The first record from the local graveyard, 
registers the name Nawwab Ghauth Muhammad Khan, the fifth Nawwab of Bhopal 
and his ruling time is specified between AH 1223 (AD 1808) and AH 1224 (AD 1809). 
One Samiud Din was the inscriber of the text of the headstone fixed on his grave. 
The second inscription belongs to the local Jami Mosque, saying that the construc- 
tion of the magnificent Jami Mosque started in AH 1248 (AD 1832-33), correspond- 
ing to Fasli 1240, at the instance of sovereign of Bhopal, Nawwab Gauhar Begam 
(i.e., Sikandar Begam). daughter of Nawwab Ghauth Muhammad Khan Bahadur 
and bride of Nazirud Daula Nazar Muhammad Khan Bahadur was completed in AH 
1273 (AD 1856-57), corresponding to Fasli 1264, with the great efforts of master 
builders and workers, at the cost of rupees five lakhs. sixty thousand, five hundred, 
twenty-one, and two annas and three paise, under the supervision of the (i.e., archi- 
tect) Muhammad Abbas. 

| The third Persian inscription in metrical form, composed by Farigh, as- 
signs the construction of a Madrasa, i.e., college, in proximity to a water reservoir 


for the sake of students to (Nawwab) Shahjahan Begam, the occan of munificence. 
It further records that the construction work began in AH 1304 (AD 1886-87) came 
to an end in AH 1307 (AD 1889-90). 


The fourth epigraph from Sikandari Sarai records the construction of a 


good-looking Musafir Khana, i.e., an inn, by Shahjahan Begam, the ruler of the king- 
dom of Bhopal, in AH 1307 (AD 1889-90 


), for the sake of obtaining God's forgive- 

Ei ee rs Sikandar Begam who had earlier departed for the 
The last versifj 

repair of a bridge at th 
of, and (her second h 


ed epigraph in Persian, composed by Shahir pertains to the 
e order of Shahjahan Begam for which she was spoken highly 
usband) Mir Siddique Hasan Khan too had given his consent 
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regarding the said order, in the year (AH) 1297 (AD 1880). 

There are other records which are very useful for the regional history. These 
information alongwith other soures & archival materials will have to be consulted for 
covering the various aspect of socio-cultural & other activities during the rule of the 
Bhopal Nawabs. 

Other Inscriptions, District Bhopal : Among the six miscellaneous epi- 
graphs from Bhopal, the first one which is damaged, refers to the death of Shujaat 
Khan, obviously in AH 1200 (AD 1785-86) as per. slab available. The second one 
relates to Muhammad Ali Khan, resident of Bundelkhand for whom the tombstone 
(Tawidh) was installed in AH 1244 (AD 1828-29), while the third one records the 
name Miyan Dust Ali Khan along with the date AH 1258 (AD 1842-43), obviously the 
year when he passed away. The fourth one is a metrical Persian record, registering 
the death of Qaim Khan, a gallant personality of a dignified family, in AH 1261 (AD 
1845). The fifth record inscribed by Ambika Parshad pertains to a well, assigning its 
construction to Nawwab Nazirud Daula Umrao Dula Bagi Muhammad Khan Bahadur 
in AH 1275/AD 1858, corresponding to Vikram Samvat 1915. The last one is a loose 
slab from a local mosque, saying that this old mosque of late Nazar Muhammad 
Khan Wilati (Wilayati) was renovated by Ahmad Husain Khan Sahib Tahsildar, 
nephew of Mir Bakhshi Muhammad Hasan Khan Sahib Bahadur Nusrat Jang, in AH 
1314 (AD 1896), by spending the amount-rupees two thousand, one hundred and 
three, under the supervision of Rahimullah Khan and Sayyid Abdul Karim was the 
inscriber of the text (IA 1996-97 pp. 184-85). 


RECORDS FROM BETUL, JABALPUR & SIHORA OF MADHYA PRADESH 


Epitaph, district Betul - Basically an Urdu inscription containing Quranic 
verses, from the local graveyard, ‘Idgahwala Qabrastan of the district headquarters, 
it records the death of Sayyid ‘Aziz Husain, son of Sayyid Muhsin Husain, Extra 
Assistant Commissioner, son of late Khan Bahadur Sayyid Muhammad Husain 
Lakhnawi, the Diwan of the Khairagadh State, in AH 1336 corresponding to 1917 
A.D. It further recounts that the deceased got drowned while saving his drowning 
wet-nurse in the Machehna river. He was born in AH 4317 (1899 A.D.). Though this 


R4 








Glimpses of Indian History & Culture Dr. M. Yaseen Quddusi 


SULLA ERS Ea lt I 


inscription is not so old but it is very interesting and informative about the local 
history and certain official associated with the Khairagadh Native State. (IA, 2000- 
01). | 

Khairagarh state had four parganas or subdivisions in the richest part of 
Chhattisgarh plain. The chiefs of Khairagarh were the royal Gonds. (Gaz of the 
Central Provinces by C.Grant (1871 p. 242). Itis also to be noted that the deceased 
had his settlement at Betul where he lies buried too. 


Miscellaneous Inscriptions, District Jabalpur - 
1. Persian inscription available at Jama Masjid Ahl-e-Hadis, Jabalpur states 


that the mosque was built by sayyid Ismail in Hijri year 1286 (1869-70 A.D.). 
Text composed by Abdul Karim. 


2. A couple of inscriptions have been photographed from Jami Masjid Jamiatul 
Quraish at Jabalpur. The first one records the construction of Jami Masjid 
Jamiatul Quraish in AH 1310, corresponding to 1890 AD (irregular; should 
be 1892), under the supervision of late Shaikh ‘Idu Saudagar and late Haji 

Muhiyiud Din Saudagar (i.e. a merchants by profession). 


The other record is in Urdu verse, recording a chronogram Gulshan-i-Khuld- 
|-Barin-i-Taha, yielding the date AH 1310 (1892-93 AD), for the construction 
of the said mosque. Muhammad Yasin Saudagar and Haji Abdul Majid names 
are also mentioned in the record, probably installed the inscription. 
____ Among several epitaphic records, copied from Rani Talab graveyard at the 
district headquarters Jabalpur, four of them are worth mentioning. The first one is 2 
brief r ecard in Persian, registering the death of Muhammad Bakhsh, son of Karim 
Bakhsh in AH 1312 (1894 AD). The second epitaph, couched in Persian prose and 
SPT mentons the death of Sayyid Munawwar ‘Ali Sahib, Sar Rishtadar (a regis- 
eg AH 1315, corresponding to 1898 AD. Sayyid Ahmad ‘Ali? was the 
late ero text. The third epitaph, written in Persian, records the 
ier a of Muhammad Mustafa Khan, native of Jhajjar, District 
Khan on 2 July 1924 Itist on RA PsTbafaunhireconsthademise otaua 
EA A TE O be noted that Gulab Khan was the father of Dr. Ghulam 
2005) Jabalpuri. Dr. Ghulam Mustafa remained posted at 
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Amravati and Nagpur and finally retired as the HOD-Urdu, Sind University. 

Sihora, District Jabalpur - A metrical inscription in Persian was copied from 
a local graveyard, registering the death of a pious, God-fearing and a man of digni- 
fied lineage Haji Mir Dildar Ali in AH 1318, corresponding to 1900 AD. One Bidar was 
the composer of the epitaphic text. (IA, 2002-03). 


This inscription from 
Chanderi (M.P.) refers to. 
the demise of Malik 
Mulukish-Sharq Malik Alaul 
Mulk S/o Ahmad the great 
minister of Sultan 
Ghiyasuddin S/o Mahmud 
Shah Khalji (Sultan of 
Malwa). ARIE 48-1989-90. 





Ranitalab graveyard Jabalpur (M.P.) 
Epitaph of Gulab Khan who passed away 
in 1924 (A.D.). Father of Dr. Ghulam 
Mustafa Khan. (1912-2005). 
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From Masjid Ahl-e-Hadis. Jabalpur. 
Inscription dated AH 1286 (1869-70) refers 
to the construction of the mosque by 
Sayyed Ismail. Composed by Abdul Karim. 
Persian Nastaliq. 


NTS 
n 
ans 


A 
S 


ANA ` 

PN A 2 
Re N SS 
SASS CSE SRSA 





Glimpses of Indian History & Culture Dr. M. Yaseen Quddusi 
OOOO ELE 


XIII. MAHARASHTRA 
ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT OF RAUZA AS A DISTINCTIVE VILLAGE 


Khuldabad, formerly known as Rauza (Rauda, Roza), is close to Deogiri or 
Daulatabad in Aurangabad District of Maharashtra. It is a headquarters of the tahsil 
of the same name. An attempt is made here in this article to furnish information as 
and how the name of the village Rauda, came into vogue. 

Rauza' Rauda or Roza is an Arabic word and literally it means ‘a flower- 
garden, a mausoleum or meadow.’ As far as the settlement at Rauda is concerned, 
it speaks itself that its name is associated with the introduction of the Muslim rule 
and their settlement in this region. Deogiri, which is hardly a few kilometers from 
Rauza was the capital city of the Yadavas of Deogir. Before the close of the second 
decade of the fourteenth century i.e., in 1318 A.D., it became a part of the Delhi 
Sultanate (1318-47 A.D.). Later on, itbecame a part of Bahamanis of the Deccan 
(1347-1490 A.D.), Nizam Shahis of Ahmadnagar (1490-1633 A.D.), the Mughals 
(1633-1724 A.D.) and the Asaf Jahis of Hyderabad (1724-1948 A.D.)?. But, during 
the long, rule of the various dynasties, we do not find Rauza as a separate settle- 

ment or village. However, the local population was fully aware of the fact that a 
portion of land was selected by a Muslim saint who resided with a large number of 
his followers there. It is stated in various literary and biographical accounts that 
Hadrat Muntajebud-Din Zar Zari-Zar Bakhsh came to this place, lived and devoted 
himself to mystic activities. When he died in A.H. 709 (1309 A.D.), a “Rauza” or 
mausoleum was built over his grave. An annual urs (death anniversary) commenced, 
TE SE ae After the construction of his mausoleum, the people called 
eee ties = ie Sah of time, the people continued to settle in and around 
per name as Rauda (Rauza)3. 


3 A large number of scholars, poets, saints and other dignitaries came from 
various places and settled at Rauza. 


It got a separate identity as a distinguished 
settlement.4 When the €mperor Auran é 
this place. Posthumously, the emper 


: ; Or was called Khuld-Makar5 i ; hose 
abode is paradise.’ The place of his b ee 


urial came to be called Khuldabad, i.e., ‘ever- 
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lasting paradise.’ In the course of time, Rauza came to be called Khuldabad, indi- 
cating that here lies buried the body of the emperor Aurangazeb. 


We have an inscription from this place which states that Mir Muhammad ; 


Nasir, the Kotwal of Rauda, died in A.H. 1156 (1743 A.D.)® The epigraph is thus 
important for the study of the local history as well as the place name. It means that 


even after the death of Aurangazeb in 1707 A.D. This place was desired to be called : 


Rauza and, the old name Rauza continued in that century i.e., eighteenth century. 
Today it is called Khuldabad, a tahsil headquarters in Aurangabad District of the 
Maharashtra State. 


NOTES AND REFERENES 





1. T.P. Hughes, Dictionary of Islam, p.535, 1988, Calcutta, J.M. Crown Arabic and English 
Dictionary. p.367, 1976, New York. 2. Maharashtra State Gazetteers (MSG) Aurangabad 
District, pp. 73,148, 1977, Bombay. 3. M. Raunaq Ali, Raudata'l-Aqtab, pp. 42-62, 1931, 
Lucknow. 4. Ibid, pp. 62,233. 5. MSG., Ibid., pp. 1026. 6. AREp, 1979-80, No. D. 77 


PERSO-ARABIC & URDU INSCRIPTIONS OF THE GONDS 
—_——.Q2.OO SS n A A S AG g 
BHONSLAS AND BRITISH PERIOD IN NAGPUR 





Recently, Nagpurians have celebrated tercentenary of Nagpur. The present 
city got its status as the capital of the Gond principality. The Gond rulers had earlier 
their capital at Deogarh which is now in Chhindwara district of Madhya Pradesh. In 
1702 A.D., the capital was shifted to Nagpur and since then it retained its status as 
the capital of the Gonds, the Bhonslas and the British designated state i.e., the 
Central Provinces and Berar. 


GEORGE FORSTER BAHADUR 
There is a cemetery in Civil Lines Nagpur. Hundreds of graves provide valu- 
able information about the individual and officials of the Central Provinces and Berar. 
Quite a large number of Britishers posted or settled in Nagpur city or around it lie 
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buried in the Civil Lines Cemetery of the Christian community. Mention is made of 
Mr. George Forster entitled Muizuddaulah Intizamul Mulk lahawwunsang: sardar of 
the East India Company who had come to Nagpur from Calcutta on official mission 
to the court of Nagpur. Before his death in 1791 A.D., at Nagpur, he had already 
visited Nagpur in 1788 A.D. In the year 1789, he was called back to Calcutta. How- 
ever, in 1790, again his services were required and was deputed to Nagpur. His 
main mission was to form an alliance of the Britishers and the Bhonslas of Nagpur. 
His negotiations were unsuccessful. George Forster continued his stay at Nagpur 
hoping to achieve the object. On 5th of January. 1791, A.D., he passed away in | 
Nagpur and was laid to rest on the bank of the Nag river at Bagadganj. In 1915, his 
intact remains were transferred from the original grave to the Civil Lines Nagpur and 
was again laid to rest where his present stone tomb stands with three inscriptions. — 
Itis in Persian, Englisii and Devnagan. Persian inscription is in Nastalig characters. 

It states that God is free from want. This is the tomb of George Forster, the 
strengthener of the Empire, preserver of the country. possessed of intrepidity. Sardar 

of the East India Company (Old British Company), who had come to this country as 

an agent from Calcutta. He died a natural death at the age of 39. His death occurred 

on the 28th Rabiusani. 1204 Hijri. It is further to be noted that this tomb was erected 

by the officer commanding the Residents Bodyguard. Lt. James Davidson. 


JAMA MASJID MOMINPURA 
1837 A.D. 





After reconstruction, the present Jama Masjid of Mominpura, Nagpur is one 
of the largest mosques in Vidarbha. It provides a majestic and beautiful look to the 
visitors. The original mosque was built before the fall of the Bhonsla rule. Itwas the 
period of Raghuji Ill when the mosque was built. 

The history and date with its founder is found and preserved in Persian in- 
scription. According to this inscription, the mosque was built by Mohammad 
Saaduddin Khan who belonged to Jhajjar in Haryana, was the son of Qazi Mohd. 
Qutbuddin. He built it in the Hijri year 1253 (corresponding to 1837 A.D.) 
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IDGAH MOMINPURA 
1863 A.D. 


This Idgah of Mominpura is very famous in Nagpur. It is very close to Kamptee 
Nagpur Railway Main line. It is with wide area providing space to the persons com- 
ing for Id and ld-i-Qurban prayers. The builder was Raja Mohd. Suleman Shah, 
belonging to the royal old Gond family of Deogarh-Nagpur. He was a pensioner as 
the ex-ruler of the bonds. The Britishers paid annually an amount of One lakh and 
twenty five thousand rupees to him. The text of the record is executed in Nastaliq 
characters. As per this inscription, this Idgah was completed in the Hijri year 1280 
corresponding to 1863 A.D. The verses in Urdu and Persian of this inscriptional slab 
were composed by a poet Shuhrat of Nagpur. 
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Epitaph George Forster Bahadur Inscription Jama Masjid, Inscription Idgah 
Nagpur Mominpura, Nagpur Nagpur 


TULSI BAGH MASJID 


This is among the oldest mosques of Nagpur. Inside the mosque, above the 
central mihrab one inscription is fixed with the First Creed and also a year 1103 
which indicates Hijri year i.e. 1691-92 A.D. This date indicates that by the year 1691- 
92 A.D. Nagpur was the main centre of Bakht Buland, the Gond ruler of Deogarh. He 
took the leading role in developing this city and invited all the parsons of various arts 
and crafts to come to Nagpur. Before that year, he had adopted Islam after his visit 
to Delhi in 1686 A.D. He also got his Deogarh Gaddi with the help of the Mughals. 
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However, Tulsi Bagh mosque does not provide any information through its inscrip- 
i i id mosque. 
tion that who was the builder of the sal . ke 
The other inscription is also available on its main gate. The original gate of 
stone is still intact. Its date of construction is Hijri year 1211 corresponding to 1796- 
97 A.D. Historically speaking this period was of the Bhonslas of Nagpur. 


ss 





Jama Masjid, Mominpura, Nagpur (1 837) 


NAQQAR-KHANA GATE 
1874 A.D. 


There is an old gate known as Naqqar Khana in Qila area of Nagpur. This 


gate is still in good condition with Urdu and Persian inscriptions. It refers to the 
construction . 


‘he Naqqar Khana under the guidance and supervision of Hasan 
Khan. The exp 


enditure on its construction was Seven thousand two hundred and 
fifteen rupees. It was completed in the period of four months and the date given IS 
Hijri year 1292. Fasli year 1284 and 1874 A.D. The metrical text was also composed 
by the same poet. Shuhrat of Nagpur who had composed the text of Mominpura 
Idgah inscription. It is also to b 


during the British rule in the then province. 
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TAJ MUHAMMAD 


A few tawiz records (upper part of the main graves) were lying loose near 
the Central Museum building. Itis stated that these graves were in Sitabuldi area i.e. 
in and around the Sitabuldi Fort, Museum and other buildings like Morris College etc. 
Among these tawiz records one is important as it provides the name of the de- 
ceased Taj Mohammad, a mason by profession. It is dated Hijri year 1201, 27th 
Rabi Il. Friday i.e. February 16, 1787 A.D. The text of inscription is in Arabic and 
Persian. Thus Taj Muhammad was a mimar (mason) and he lived during the Bhonsla 
period in Nagpur. The other grave inscriptions are damaged and date or names are 
not available. As amatter of fact, it seems that the deceased persons including Taj 
Mohd. held respectable position in the society and were of high-status as per con- 
struction of their graves after their death. : 

Apart from the above inscriptions it is to be noted that the inscriptions in 
English are found in the fort of Sitabuldi, Cemetery-Civil Lines and churches of 
Nagpur. These inscriptions are very useful as they provide specific dates and events 
related to the then province and particularly Nagpur. 





Epitaph of Fatima Bi dated 1309 Bakth Buland Gond ruler of Epitaph of Fatima Bi dated 1309 
Hijri (1892 AD), Mominpura, Deogarh-Nagpur. Hijri (1892 AD), Mominpura, 
Nagpur. Nagpur. 





From Left Salman Shah, 
Dr. M. Y. Quddusi & 
Mr. Kamran Shah of 
Takli House Nagpur. 
Salman Shah is the grandson of 
Raja Azam Shah of Nagpur 
(Mother side). 
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H. Dutha Rahman Tomb Achalpur Dist. Amaravati (M.S.) | 

The Bhonsia rulers of Nagpur claim their descent from the Chhatrapatis of 
Satara. In the beginning, they were the headmen of Deora? in Satara district and 
also served as headmen of the village Hingni? in Pune district, both in Maharashtra. 
Mudhoji was the founder of the family. His son Parsoji Bhonsle who entered the 
service of Shivaji, rose to the post of the Commander of the cavalry. He proved his 
prowess in a number of expeditions in the region of Berar which was a province 
under the Mughals and earned great fame. He also accompanied Rajaram in his 
successful raids in Berar in 1699. On his return, Rajaram left him in Berar to collect 
the levy of Chauth. Parsoji was bestowed Zari - Patka and was conferred the title of 
Sena Sahib Suba.* He was granted the Saranjam? of the region of Berar. | 
In 1707, when Shahu was released from the Mughal custody and allowed to | 

return to the >ccan, Parsoji Bhonsle was one of the first Maratha chieftains to 
recognise him as the Maratha king and also extended his full support. Inapprecia- | 
tion of his services. Raja Shahu conferred upon him the title of Sena Sahib Suba | 
and issued him a sanad appointing him and his descendants in perpetuity, the | 
Mukasadar of the sarkdrs of Narnala, Mahur, Kherla, Paunar and Kalam, compris- | 
ing 147 mahals®. Parsoji died in 1709 and was succeeded by his son Kanoji (1709- 
1730). Bham in the Yavatmal district was his headquarters. In his last days, Kanoji 
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failed to deposit the revenue-share collected from his region. Shahu was not happy 

with him on this account. In the meanwhile, Raghuji Bhonsle |, newphew of Kanoji 
rose against his uncle and demanded his due share in the ancestral jagir. Shahu 
seems to have backed Raghuji who marched from Satara in 1728 and after halting 
at Balapur, attacked Bham. He defeated Kanoji, then arrested and sent to Satara to 
spend his last days in prison’. 

Raghuji (1730-55) was the most distinguished Bhonsla ruler who extended 
his military activities upto Bihar, Bengal and also to other parts of India®. It was dur- 
ing his time that Nagpur was selected as the seat of administration’. 

After the death of Raghuji, his son Janoji succeeded him and after him, his 
second brother Mudhoji. As Mudhoji had no issue to succeed him, he approached 
the Peshwa for getting the hereditary rights in favour of his adopted son Raghuji Il. 
The proposal was accepted by the Peshwa but it was not officially declared. In the 
meanwhile Sabaji,the younger brother of Mudhoji, claimed that the right of Sena 
Sahib Suba be given to him. There arose a family dispute. Sabaji was further sup- 
ported in his demand by Darya Baii,the widow of Janoji who gave out the news that 
she would give birth to a posthumous child. Mudhoji who realised that he would be 
losing his claim, collected the force and marched against Sabaji. The two brothers 
met at Kumbhari near Akola in 1773. After few engagements both came to terms by 
which it was decided that Sena Sahib Suba should go to Raghuji Il and the actual 
administration should be looked after jointly by Mudhoji and Sabaji®. 

In the meanwhile, Sabaji, sought the help of Narayan Rao Peshwa and Nizam 
to remove Mudhoji. He also laid siege to Ellichpur to exclude Nawwab Isma'il Khan. 
the governor of Berar.who was a partisan of Mudhoji. At this stage, there took place 
a dramatic change at the Maratha court. Narayan Rao was murdered and Raghunath 
Rao became the Peshwa. This change was good for Mudhoji. Raghunath Rao sup- 
ported the cause of Mudhoji. Finally this family dispute came to an end on Janauary 
26, 1775 A.D., when Sabaji was killed in the battle fought at Panchgaon" near Nagpur. 
Mudhoji was left without a rival and he gained the undisputed regency. The title of 
Sena Sahib Suba was conferred on his adopted son Raghuji" on 24th June, TZS% 
Mudhoji continued to exercise his authority till his death in 1788. He was succeeded 
by Raghuji™ (1788-1816) to be followed by Parsoji“ (1816-17), Appa Sahib (1817- 
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18) and Raghuji™ (1818-53). As the last ruler Raghuji Bhonsle Ill, had no son, the 
territory of Nagpur after his death, was annexed by the British. Mr Mansel was ap- 
pointed the first Commissioner of Nagpur in 1854. Thus came to an end the line of 
the rule of the Bhonslas of Nagpur”. 

The Bhonslas of Nagpur were the subordinates of the Peshwas. They were 
posted in Berar only for the collection of Maratha dues-the Chauth. As a matter of 
fact, the province of Berar was then under the Nizams of Hyderabad, administered 
by the governors appointed by them, with headquarters at Ellichpur. This system 
was called Do ‘Amali’ (i.e. the dual governments). The territory of Nagpur was 
however controlled and administered by the Bhonslas. 

‘The inscriptions selected for study, are from the Dargah of the famous saint 
‘Abdu'r-Rahman Ghazi Shahid popularly known as Shah Dulha Rahman at Ellichpur, 
now rechristened as Achalpur. It is a taluka headquarters of Amravati district in 
Maharashtra. It was the capital of Berar in the time of the ‘ Imad Shahi dynasty and 
succeeding governors and rulers. It is a place of sufficient antiquity and historical 
importance’. According to the local tradition and biographical accounts of the saint. 
Shah’Abdu'r-Rahman Ghazi was the sister’s son (nephew) of Sultan Mahmud 
Ghazni. He came from Ghazni and settled at Ellichpur. The Raja of Berar named // 
or El grew jealous of him for some reason or other. He is said to have personally 
come out to fight the saint. In the course of the battle, the saint inflicted a crushing 
defeat upon the Raja. He however obtained martyrdom on 11th Rabi'l, 392 A.H. (929 
A.D.)"8. The saint is greatly venerated and his tomb attracts people from different 
places. It is said that during the Bahmani period, Safdar Khan Sistani, the governor 
of paar under ‘Alau’d-Din Hasan Bahman Shah, built the tomb over the grave of the 
saint in A.H. 772 (1370-71 A.D.). Safdar Khan himself as per his wish, was buried in 
a separate tomb in the same Dargah complex”. Different rulers and officials paid 
their respects ._ the saint and helped financially for the maintenance of the Dargah. 
The Asaf Jahi rulers of Hyderabad had also extended their financial help to the 
Dargah’®. An annual ‘Urs of the saint is celebrated on the 11th Rabi ‘I. 

The five epigraphs dealt with in this article, are dated A.H. 1189 (1775-76 
Laem : Seen A.D.), A.H. 1191 (1777-78 A.D.), A.H. 1192 (1778-79 A.D.) 

S -81 A.D.) and represent the Bhonsia rulers, Mudhoji (spelt in the 
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records as Mudhaji) and his son and successor Raghuji Il. Their importance lies in 
the fact that they shed light on the social, religious and spiritual condition of Ellichpur 
in those days. An interesting aspect of the present study is the information they 
contain on the broad outlook practised by the Maratha rulers and officials and rever- 
ence they had for the reputed Muslim saint of the town. These five epigraphs, record 
the construction of four gates in the tomb of the saint. Shah Rahman Ghazi be- 
tween A.H. 1189 and 1192 (1775-79 A.D.) by the orders of RajaMudhaji of Nagpur 
as thanks-giving for the fulfilment of his wish. Though its nature is not specified in 
the records, but if we look at the political condition during the period, we can say that 
Mudhaji as stated earlier, was greatly perturbed when his brother Sabaji claimed for 
the title of Seria Sahib Suba for his right to succeed his brother. Mudhaji wanted to 
get the succession right in favour of his adopted son Raghuji ll, from the Peshwa. It 
is very, likely that Mudhaji had sought the help of the saint in this regard and had 
prayed that if his wish was fulfilled, he would undertake the constructions in the 
tomb. Sabaji was killed in 1775. Raja Mudhaji, as per his wish, started in the same 
year the construction works of the gateways. The construction of the three gate- 
ways were carried out by Shaikh ‘Izzu’d-Din under instructions from Jham Singh, 
while the fourth one was constructed by Maharaj Raghuji at the instance of Mir 
Mahdi. 


No detailed information is available about Jham Singh. What we know about 


_ him is that he was a Rajput and the Qila’dar of Gawilgarh’®. It was Raghuji Bhonsle 


| who had brought him in one of his expeditions against Bengal and took him in his 
service, We also find him as commandant of the Melghat forts? which the Bhonslas 
retained under do ‘ amali system for their share in revenue collection and manage- 
ment. 

As to Shaikh’lzzu’d-Din who discharged supervisory duties for the construc- 
tions, | have not been able to identify him. The available records do not provide any 
information about the position or rank held by him. He is simply mentioned in one of 
the records as the companion ( Rafiq) of Jham Singh. He seems to have been the 
employee of Mudhoji Bhonsle. The other person Mir Mahdi is evidently identical with 
his namesake who was the Darugha of ‘ Imarat Khana (Prefect of the buildings)?" 
No further details about him are forthcoming. 
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|. INSCRIPTION DATED A.H. 1189 


The first record, the earliest in the group is fixed on the outerside of the 
western gate of the tomb”. The inscriptional tablet measures 36 by 30 cm. The text 
consists of three Persian couplets, preceded by an invocation to Allah, and at the 
end the date in figure. It is executed in ordinary Nasta’liq characters in relief and 
records that the structure (evidently the gate on which it appears) in the courtyard of 
the tomb of Rahman Ghazi, the splendour of the country of Berar, was constructed 
by Mudhaji in A.H. 1189 (1775-76 A.D.). It also states that it was Jham Singh.who 
conveyed the order for its construction to ‘Izzu’d - Din. | 

The date is also afforded by the chronogram which is contained in the last 
hemistich. There is also one more date in the text but A.H. 1190 (1776-77 A.D.) 
which is givenin words, creates some confusion. According to it, the gate was built 
in A.H. 1189 (1775-76 A.D.), while the order for its construction was conveyed in the 
following year. Dr. Hiralal who noticed this epigraph and other records from the 
Dargah, has however read the date A.H. 1192, which is wrong??. 

The inscription is as under :— 


TEXT 


bes 2 r J) 
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sish Soiu jogy pà , pant L 
l “Cy. ae 
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(e) 
(d) 


74 





eS ee Se ee ee a _ 


Glimpses of Indian History & Culture Dr. M. Yaseen Quddusi 


TRANSLATION 


-(1) He is everlasting. (2) The tomb of Rahman Ghazi is the splendour of the 


country of Berar. Raja Mudhaji built the structure (i.e. the gate) in its courtyard. 

(3) When Jham Singh conveyed the order for its construction to ‘Izzu’d - Din, it was 
one thousand, one hundred and ninety (A.H. 1190 = f776 A.D.) from Migration (of 
‘Prophet Muhammad). (4) For its date, | wrote on the tablet of my own soul, that it 
is a Call ‘from the sky and the renowned throne.’ (5) Hijri year 1189 (1775-76 A.D.). 


ll. INSCRIPTION DATED A.H. 1190 





The second inscription is fixed on the innerside of the same gate**. The 
tablet measures 35 by 35 cm. and is inscribed with four Persian couplets preceded 
by the invocation to Allah by his attribute. The style of writing is Nasta'liq. The in- 
scription has suffered slightly due to weathering of the stone. The epigraph states 
that by way of an offering, on hebalf of Mudhaji, to the tomb of Rahman Shah, in 
accordance with the wish of Raja Raghu Sena Sahib, Shaikh'lzzu’d-Din, the com- 
panion of Jham Singh, constructed the lofty gateway of the tomb in A.H. 1190 (1776- 


TTA.D.). 


The inscription is as under :- 


TEXT 








Selly eee 
Ae A wp L Ji yo? Sf yale Legh, aber. : o i , 
Mideba  Isakarciunye. eee 
ton oseh idhe Beans 


Yet Be es ibd seo<uier 
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CULL APSA Sn 


TRANSLATION 





(1) Heis everlasting. (2) In accordance with the wish of the glorious Raja Raghu 
Sena Sahib, Raja Mudhaji made offerings to the tomb of Rahman Shah. 
(3) Shaikh ‘Izzu’d - Din, the companion (Rafiq) of Jnam Singh, with sincerity of 
heart, constructed the gateway of this lofty tomb. (4) It was completed in one 
thousand, one hundred and ninety, with grandeur of power of the revolving sky with- 
out any doubt. (5) 0 God! may this building everlast as a memorial without ca- 
lamity till the Sun and the Moon exist. 


Ill. INSCRIPTION DATED A.H. 1191 


The tablet bearing the third inscription, is fixed over the eastern gate” of the — 


Dargah?>. Measuring 45 by 50 cm., it contains four Persian couplets, preceded by 
Basmala and followed by the date in figure. The text is inscribed in relief in a com- 
paratively bold Nasta'liq characters. The epigraph eulogises the saint Shah Rahman 
Ghazi, the martyr and his tomb, and states that the structure (i.e. the gate) was 
constructed by Shaikh ‘Izzu’d-Din under the orders of Raja Mudhaji in A.H. 1191 
E A.D.). Its text was composed by Farhad.who is unfortunately not identi- 
ied. 

The date of the construction is given in figure as well as in the chronogram. 
In figure, itis shown as A.H. 1191 (1777-78 A.D.), while the chronogram yields A.H. 
1192 (1778-79 A.D.). | have preferred the date in figure to the chronogram because 
sometimes the composer fails to arrive at the exact date in a chronogram and thus 
takes liberty either to exceed the intended date by one number or to lack in it by one. 


TEXT 

> hoda a) 
asus 0) 
Uo so Gb ital cr) 
GE oa OM t 
A VIUS -(0) 
Flor zh sy (3) 
UA Get t) 
pay ERJ (a) 
Ur Loobu 0) 

1) 9i 
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TRANSLATION 


(1) In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful. (2-5) Known thou with 
true faith, that the summit of the court of the learned man of religion, Shah Rahman 
Ghazi, the martyr, is higher than the sky, at whose door the kings place their fore- 
heads. (6-9) When A’izzu’d-Din (‘Izzu’d-Din) constructed the edifice at the order of 
Raja Mudhaji, the invisible angel said to me, behold (0) Farhad! what a gateway of 


the sublime paradise is! (10) A.H. 1191 (1777-78 A.D.). 
IV. INSCRIPTION DATED A.H. 1192 


The fourth record of the group is fixed over the southem gate of the Dargah”. 
The inscriptional tablet measuring 50 by 68 cm. contains a text in Persian verse 
executed in Nasta'liq script. Apart from chronogram, the last line contains the date 
in figure. The record states that when Raja Mudhaji attained the fulfilment of his 
desire through blessings of Shah Rahman Ghazi, ‘Izzu’d - Din, the friend of Jham 
Singh, constructed the pleasant gate in A.H. 1192 (1778-79 A.D.) Dr. Hiralal who 
noticed this record, has given the date of the construction of the gate as A.H. 1195 
(1780-81 A.D.), which is not correct”. 

The inscription is as under :- 


TEXT 


ULT Ul Co qphi UW) 
Oe,» on aah i Lowe) (Hh 
ote TER JA E (r) 
YES, ota a L (Pr) 
zm ke SAIL iI (0) 
WUE EF ozs, (9) 

a ENG <0 





—— 
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TRANSLATION 


(1) Through the blessing of Shah Rahman, the pearl of the crown of kings, 

(2) Raja Mudhaji attained the fulfilment of his desire in the world. 

(3) Shaikh ‘Izzu’d-Din, the companion of Jnam Singh, through his own efforts, 
(4) constructed the pleasant gate, giving a mark of paradise. 

(5-6) When through the munificence of God, its year of the date was sought, the 
invisible angel whispered into the ear of his soul ‘what an auspicious (edifice) O’ our 
Lord’. (7) Dhi'l - Hijj, Hijri year 1192 (1778-79 A.D.). 


V. INSCRIPTION DATED A.H. 1195 


The inscriptional stone bearing the fifth and the last record of this article, is 
fixed over the northern gate of the dargah”®. This epigraph is badly damaged due to 
the weathering of the stone. As a result, most of the letters, particularly in the last 
two lines of its seven-line text, which is carved in relief in Nasta'liq script, are disfig- 
ured which render the decipherment of this portion, difficult. After the usual Basmala, 
the text which is in Persian, records the construction of the gate of the tomb of His 
Holiness, Shah ‘Abdu'r-Rahman Ghazi by Maharaj Raghuji at the instance of 


_ Mir Mahdiin A.H. 1195 (1780-81 A.D.). The figure giving the year is damaged but it is 
in all probability A.H. 1195. 


Measuring 34 by 50 cm., the text is as under :— 


TEXT 


~ DiDi (1) 

: voU eÉ (r) 
PDF O17 3 peter (r) 
Mile Sele) a 
TAP JU! SEF ta) 


oe ee EEL Ligh oy 
(ay Cat = l 5 ; 
Ar- spe Aa (2) 





78 





Glimpses of Indian History & Culture Dr. M. Yaseen Quddusi 


TRANSLATION 
(1) In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful. (2-7) Thanks to the world- 
adorning God, that the construction of the gate of the resplendent tomb of His Holi- 
ness Shah ‘Abdu'r-Rahman Ghazi who is resorted to by God-seeking saints, was 
completed at the instance of Mir Mahdi,by Maharaj Raghuji who obtained fortune at 
the court of God on the Hijri date, year 1195. 


NOTES & REFERENCES 

4. Dr. M. Y. Quddusi in Epigraphia Indica Arabic & Persian Supplement 1977. 2. The 
Imperial Gazetteer of India, Vol XVIII (Oxford, 1908), p. 306. 3. R.C. Majumdar (ed). The 
Maratha Supremacy (Bombay, 1 977), p. 239; History of Central Provinces of Berar (Marathi) 
(Nagpur, 1938), p. 10. 4. Y.M. Kale, Wararcha Itihds (WI), Buldana, 1924, p. 178; Nagpur 
Prantcha I tihas (NPI). Buldana, 1934, p. 44; Maharashtra State Gazetteers, Nagpur District 
(MSG, Nagpur) Bombay, 1 966. p.62. 5. The word Saranjam, meaning a provision, occurs in 
the papers of Shivaji’s time. When a title or a mark of honour, such as a horse, an elephant or 
a palanquin was bestowed by the king upon his deserving servants or subjects, it was Sup- 
posed to carry with it a provisions for its maintenance, viz... the Saranjam. In later times, 
Saranjam means land assignment given for military service. G.S. Sardesai, The Main Cur- 
routs of Maratha History (Bombay, 1949), pp. 77-78. 6. Maharashtra State Gazetteers, His- 
tory, pi. Ill, Maratha Period (MSG. History), Bombay, 1967, pp. 148-49; Wi, pi. Ill, p. 180. 
7. MSG, History, pt. Ill, p. 150; WI, pt. Ill, p. 183. 8. Charles Grant, The Central Provinces 
Gazetteer (Nagpur, 1870), pp. 304-05. 9. MSG, Nagpur, p. 671. 10. Ibid., p. 85; NPI, p. 197. 
11. MSG, Nagpur, pp. 85-86; MSG; History, p. 172. 12. Majumdar, op. cit., pp. 246-47, MSG, 
History, pt. Ill p. 174. 13. MSG, Nagpur, P. 67. 14. A.C. Lyall, Gazetteer for Haidarabad 
Assigned Districts Commonly Called Berar (1 870), p. 122. 15. For the history, monuments 
and inscriptions of the town, see S.V. Fitzgerald and A.E. Nelson, eds. Central Provinces 
District Gazetteers. Amraoti District, Vol. A (Bombay, 1911), p. 394-403; Maharashtra State 
Gazetters, Amravati District (Bombay, 1968), pp. 639-46; Annual Report on Indian Epigraphy 
(AREp), 1959-60, Nos. D, 63-83; 1964-65, Nos. D, 99-115; 1965-66, Nos. D, 161-72; 1966-67, 
Nos. D, 140-41; Epigraphia Indica-Arabic and Persian Supplement, 1975, pp. 56-59. 
16. Sayyid Imamu’d - Din, Barkatu’l- Auliya (Delhi, A.H. 1322). p. 4; Captain Wolseley Haig, 
The Legendary Account of Shah ‘ Abdu'r — Rahman - i — Ghazi, the warrior saint of Berar, 
Journal of Asiatic Society of Bengal, Vol. LXX (3), 1991, pp. 10-16. 17. Sayyid Amjad Husain 
Khatib, Tarikh - i - Amjadiya (Hyderabad, 1874), p. 611. 18. C.B. Burrows, Glimpsesofthe 
Nizam’s Dominion (Urdu), trs. Tarikh- i - Qalamru -i - Nizdm (Bombay, 1899), p. 503. 19. K.N. 
Sane, Nagpurkar Bhonsle ‘Yaanche Bhakar(Saka, 1807), p. 132. 20. WI, pp. 206-207. 
21. Khatib, op. cit., p. 614. 22. AREp., 1964-69, No. D, 111. 23. R.B. Hiralal, Descriptive 
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Lists of Inscriptions in the Central Provinces and Berar (Nagpur, 1916), 129. 24. AREp., 
1964-65, No. D. 112. 25. AREp.. 1964-65, No. D, 113. 26. AREp., 1964-65, No. D, 114. 27. 


Hiralal, op. cit.. p. 129. 28. AREP 1959-60, No. D. 65 


AN INTERESTING INSCRIPTION OF MATHRAMAL FROM SHOLAPUR 


An interesting inscription of Aurangzeb from Sholapur, a district headquarters in ~ 
Maharashtra was copied in 1986'. This inscription is very informative and histori- 
cally important. The inscriptional slab is fixed on the surrounding wall of a baori in 
Shakkarpeth locality of the Sholapur city.? It contains actually five lines of Persian 
prose executed in fair Nasta'liq characters. The writing is damaged at one or two 
places with the last line under plaster. It states that Mathramal son of Mulchand son 
of Daulatchand of Chhatri (i.e. Khatri) clan, the native of Sahrind (i.e. Sirhind), by the 
recommendation of the Rana ? (name lost), the zamindar of Patihar (or Patehar) of 
Kangra Hill, arrived here i.e. Sholapur with the army of the emperor ‘Alamgir Chazi 
(i.e. Aurangzeb) and built a (well i.e. Baori) for obtaining divine favour in the (regnal) 


year 29, corresponding to //ahi (year) 19 and Samvat (year) 1742 (1685 A.D.). 
The inscription is as under : 





5 - 
xe 
<’ 
a, s 
` 


z i A) as 
>, ed 2 A Den Sd 
SAAS ERN: EET EEEN 
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S 
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me Kee K 4 ae, A 
ite . VR a aes È t te 7 > 
% 4 y p5 : b ; ` 4 
ei 
ae . x . ` ales x os A ` 
; RERI RR ry. ee yas 20 Bey 
ne : >} Mes Fox a E ee Gee ob NS A E aa EE 
a wep 4 . Pi RO wT Spe Fe Sg lee pe 7 > v 
X Yah o, Q T fers < ae Spiel „> 4 DRA : "a nf O . 5 yee 
Ro W a Oe Sy ae rs A PAN 7%. ` * vy 
nan VA et e, 7 ore è 2 Oa ‘ SS x e . 
pane d > : gee SE AES 8 2S EG Pa : ty ` 4 ; 
As . 7 Pee ` Ke Cad £ aie > ree s. - 
at — x ia o 5 . . 
; . Are Pe K 5277 6 mo 2 Zs > $ 
A “* 24 oe oe F. s 
W | a a “ 
ate 


Sholapur Inscription of Mathramal Dated 29 Regnal Year (1685 A.D.) of Aurangzeb 


(1) Mathramal wald Mulchand ibn Daulatchand, qaum Chhatri, sakin-i-Sahrind, 
bawasila-i-Rana? (name lost) 

(2) =a gl (Patehar), Koh-i-Kangra, ba-Lashkar-i-Zafar athar 
a shah ‘Alamgir Ghazi (i.e. Aurangzeb) rasida yazdahum Dhiga’da sana 


(3) Nawazdahum Mahr-i-Mah-i 


-Ilahi, mutabig Asuj Sudi nati t 
year) 1742, az rah-i-sawab sakht i gouge cha oe esa 
(Ajassa 


i = Mathramal. 
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TRANSLATION 


(1) Mathramal son of Mulchand son of Daulatchand, the native of Sahrind, by 

the recommendation of Rana ? (name lost) 

(2) of Patihar (Patehar) of Kangra Hill arrived here with the victorious army of 
the emperor ‘Alamgir Ghazi (i.e. Aurangzeb) on the 11th Dhiga’da (regnal) 
year 29, (3) corresponding to 19th of the month of Mehr of Zahi (year), 
42th Asuj Sudi of Samat (year) 1742, constructed this (well) for divine favour. 

(4) = -- -- -- -> Matharamal. 

After going through the contents of the present record, we do find that ithas 
various aspects relating to that period. Apart from construction of a well in his indi- 
vidual capacity, it highlights the movement of the imperial army., relation of Mathramal 
with the local zamindar of Patihar in Panjab, through whom he was associated with 
Mughal forces which has been duly acknowledged. It further specifically mentions 
that he belonged to Sahrind.° 

First of all, as the political developments were concerned in the light of the 
present inscription, the Mughal forces made themselves ready to take action against 
the kingdoms of Bijapur & Golconda. It is confirmed from the contemporary sources 
that Aurangzeb himself was present in the Deccan. On April 26, 1685 A.D., the 
imperial army moved from Ahmadnagar and reached Sholapur on May 24, 1685 
A.D. The emperor encampted at Sholapur till the June 13, 1685 A.D., and the next 
day he moved towards Bijapur. Sayyid Lashkar Khan was ordered to stay at Sholapur 
to guard the royal belongings and to despatch the food and other necessary articles 
regularly. Bijapur fell to the Mughals and the emperor entered the fort on September 
14, 1686 A.D. From there, the emperor again paid a visit to Sholapur on October 3, 
1686 A.D. After ascertaining these facts, it is confirmed that Mathramal who had 
arrived at Sholapur along with the imperial army on May 24 1685 A.D., remained 
there till the fall of Bijapur to the Mughals as his presence at Sholapur is atleast 
confirmed by our inscriptional date, regarding the completion of the work of the 
Baori on September 29, 1685 A.D. Unfortunately, the text of the record is silent 
about his position in the army or administration at Sholapur. The other sources of 
that period also do not speak about the personages mentioned in the inscription. 
However, very scanty information is available through the archival material of the 
Deccan regarding Mathuramal and of Mulchand. For the namesake, they are identi- 
cal with our record. They find their representations in their official seals on docu- 
ments under Aurangzeb relating to descriptive rolls of the Mughal soldiers. If they 
were the same Mathramal and Mulchand of our inscription, it means that they served 
in 1 660-61 A.D.’ in the Deccan attached to the army units keeping the records of the 
military persons. ed 

In conclusion, we may say that Sholapur held very important position from 
where the Mughals took all necessary help against Golconda & Bijapur etc. When 
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the history of Sholapur proper is reconstructed, the inscription like this would pro- 
vide authentic information that how Sholapur city developed under the Mughals with 
Various constructional activities. On the whole, the present inscription has brought 
new light on the family background of the builder, his native place and his associa- 
tion with the imperial activities in this part of the country. 


NOTES & REFERENCES : . 

(1) This inscription has been listed in AREP., 1986-87. (2) Annual Report on Indian Epigra- 
phy (AREp), for the year 1986-87, Appendix C, No. 136. (3) Sarhind was one of the most 
flourishing cities of the Mughal empire. It is stated that it contained 360 mosques, tombs, 
sarais and wells. It is situated on the G.T. Road, see for details, Nijjar, B.S., Panjab Under the 
Great Mughals (Bombay, 1968), p. 195, IGI (Oxford, 1908), pp. 20-21. (4) Saqi Mustaid 
Khan, Maasir-i-Alamgiri, Eng. tr., by Sarkar, J.N. (Calcutta, 1947) pp. 158, 169; Bhimsen, 
Tarikh-i-Dilkasha., Eng. tr. edited by Khobrekar, V.G., (Bombay, 1972) p. 154. (5) Mughal 


Documents, Catalogue of Aurangzeb’s Reign., Vol. | pt. 1., Ed. by Dr. Nayeem, M.A. (Hyd, 
1980), pp. 241-42, 312. 


INSCRIPTIONS THROW NEW LIGHT ON CITY’S HISTORY (NAGPUR) 


In a breakthrough research conducted by Dr. M. Yaseen Quddusi, some 
interesting new aspects about the entry of Biritishers in Central India in 18th century 
have been discovered. 

_ The discovery stems from trilingual inscriptions carved on the monument 
built in memory of George Forster, an agent of East India Company, at Tiger Gap 
Cemetery. Civil Lines in the city. 

George Forster's memorial with an inscription in Persian, Devnagari (Hindi) 
and in English however, is yet to be declared as a heritage monument. 

E When Warren Hastings was the Governor General in 18th century, the 
Britishers desperately wanted Nagpur state under the Bhonslas as an ally against 
Hyder Ali and Tipu Sultan. Alexander Elliotwas depuated to the court of Raje Mudhoji 
Bhonsla at Nagpur. He had left Calcutta in July 1778, but died on the way. 

Lord Comawallis, after becoming the Govemor General, had deputed George 


Forster to Nagpur, who arrived here in Janua is missi 

; z ry 1788 on his mission to pursuade 
Raje Mudhoji Bhonslia to side with the British agai is missi 
failed and he le‘t in February 1789, gainst Tipu Sultan. But his mission 


He was sent again in June 1790 but failed to succeed i ji 

did not respond favourably to the idea of sidi i ea Nene o 
ji Nagpur ondanuaryis 1o94. ng with the British forces. Forster died 

__ Speaking to the Hindustan Times, Dr M Yas ii 

: : ; een Quddusi inf d that the 
Persian version states that George Forster died at the age of 39 RTE to 
the monuments another interesting aspect and Forster’s remains. he pointed out, 
Forster’s body was earlier buried on the banks of Nag river near Bagadganj in the 
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city. It remained there till March 1915, but owing to the danger of soil erosion on the 
river’s embankment, it was shifted to the Tiger Gap Cemetery. 

Thus, he said, Forster had failed to convert Nagpur state as a puppet of the 
Britishers. 

Forster, however, became a part of Nagpur’s history and lies buried in the 
heart of the city. 
Dr Quddusi said that the Tiger Gap Cemetery be declared as a heritage where the 
history of modern Nagpur is traceable with a number of other old English inscrip- 
tions. (Shirish Borkar, Hindustan Times dt. 14/8/2001 Nag. Ed.) 


iWwvVvnNh See 


INSCRIPTIONS FROM MUMBAI 


1h Miscellaneous epigraphs, Mumbai. - From Mumbai proper there is a record 
Persian Epigraph which records the death of a saintly figure Hadrat Sayyid 
Husain alias Mastan Shah Qadiri in A.H. 1203 (A.D. 1788-9) 

2. The other in metrical Urdu composed by Tajammul and calligraphed by Taiyab 
Husain Ridawi, registering the erection of a mosque by Haji Adam son of 
Siddiq in A.H.1321 (A.D.1903-4). This inscription is fixed above the main gate 
of a mosque known as Hani Masjid on M. Azad Road Madanpura Mumbai - 8. 

It is to be noted that the information about the poet “Tajammul’ is 
available in other sources.: He has left his poetic works in the form of publi- 
cation. He was the native of Jalalpur but had his settlement at Bombay. He 
maintained very good relations with Munshi “Said” of Kamptee. When Munshi 
“Said” (Sarpanch & poet) died, Tajammul Husain Jalalpuri had sent his con- 
dolence letter to M. Khurshid Haq S/o. Munshi M. Said of Kamptee (Nagpur). 
Munshi Said had expired on 25 April 4930, | have also seen the letter of 
‘Tajammul’ written on 45th May 1930 Byculla Bombay addressed to M. 
Khurshid Haq (1902-1963) of Kamptee. 

3-4 Two loose slabs, bearing inscriptions in Persian, are kept in the tomb com- 
plex of Hadrat Makhdum ‘Ali Mahaimi at Mumbai. The first epitaph, broken 
into two pieces, records the death of the mother (name not given) of Hadrat 
Maulana Shaikh Makhdum Faqih Ali Sahib Mahaimi in AH 835 (1432 AD). 
The second epitaph provides information about the death of Hadrat Shaikh 
Ahmad, father of Hadrat Maulana Shaikh Makhdum Faqih Ali Sahib Mahaimi 
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in AH 823 (1420 AD) and that of Hadrat Maulana Shaikh Makna Faqih Ali 
Sahib Mahaimi in AH 835 (1432 AD). The content of the first epitaph is re- 
peated in the second epitaph also regarding the death of the mother of Shaikh 
Makhdum Faqih Ali Mahaimi. $ 

5. Another inscription in Persian from the tomb of Hadrat Abdullah Shah Qadir 
alias Sayyid Pedro Shah Qadiri at Mumbai, records the death of the saint in 
AH 1215 (1800-01 AD). His tomb is near the Haj House (Building) Paltan 
Road, Mumbai-1. 


SS 


Ww AW 
~~. 





From left. Mr. SA Nikoshey DY: SA of ASI, Mumbai and the member 
azrat Makhdum Ali Mahimi Dargah with the inscription. 


lll. Contains that the mother of Hazrat Maulana Shaikh Makhdum Ali Faqih 
Mahimi passed away in AH 835 (1432 AD) 


SEALS OF OFFICIALS OF ACHALPUR NAWABS OF BERAR 
ee SE STALE UR NAWABS OF BERAR 


Seals of the Nawwabs of Ellichpur, 
the photographs of different Seal 
sents the local aynasty i.e. the Na 


(Achalpur), District Amravati - Among 
- Impressions, there is a photograph that repre- 


wwabs of Ellichpur. The seal reads in Persian as 
Banda-i-Dargah-i-Ghani Salabai Khan Wald Muhammad Ismail Khan Panni - 1190 


‘The humble servant of the court of the Rich (i.e. Allah), Salabat Khan, son of 
Muhammad Ismail Khan Panni, (AH) 1190” (1776 AD). 

Miscellaneous seals. Achalpur, District Amravati - M. Zahirul Hasan of Bada 
Imambada at Achalpur has a large number of documents in Persian, bearing differ 
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ent seals on the documents. These seal-impressions provide names of important 
officials, both men and women, associated with the local Nawwab administration. In 
the chronological order, these seals with their dates read as under : 

4. Muhammad Wazirud Din Hasan, (AH) 1226 (1811-12 AD); 2. Piyari Begam, 
4245 (1829-30 AD); 3. Muhammad Alfud Din; son of Hakim Wajh-i-Hasan. 
4. Muhammad Arifud Din, son of Hakim Wajh-i-Hasan. both dated 1247 (1831-32 
AD)ieS: Muhammad Amirud Din, son of Ghulam Ahmad, 6. Subhani Begam, 
7. Faida Biand 8. Bhinda Bi, all dated 1248 (1832-33 AD); 9. Abdul Qadir, 1249 
(1833-34 AD). l 


O 
C 





S 


Document Seal impressions of the officials of the Nawabs of Achalpur. 


FAMILY OF QAZI DABIRUDDIN HASHMI & INSCRIPTIONS 





Inscriptions on movable objects, Achalpur, Districtr Amravati - A local family 
of Qadi Sayyid Dabirud Din Hashmi of Farmanpura locality, is possessed of an old 
Collection of certain objects, bearing inscriptions. In his possession is a small stone, 
recording the inscription Ya Hallal Mushkilat, Tahwildar Qadi Sayyid Karam Muhiyud 
Din, i.e. O Dilutor of difficulties (i.e. God), Custodian Qadi Karam Muhiyud Din. It 
May be.added, and it is quite apparent from the above-mentioned content, that the 
Stone had been in use as a talisman, under the custody of Qadi Karam Muhiyud 
Din. Another stone bears the reading : Sang-i-Jarahat-Qadi Sayyid ‘Inayat Muhiyud 





Glimpses of Indian History & Culture Dr. M. Yaseen Quddusi 
Din, i.e. stone used for surgery, (belonging to) Qadi Sayyid ‘Inayat Muhiyud Din. A 
knife belonging to the same person, bears the reading as under : Ya Fattah (O 
Openeri.e. Allah), Qadi Sayyid ‘nayat Muhiyud Din, Ellichpur. 


KAMPTEE THROUGH THE INSCRIPTIONAL RECORDS 


Kamptee/Kamthi or Kamti is a large city in Nagpur District of Maharashtra, 
about 16 kms north east of Nagpur, on the right bank of the river Kanhan. The history 
of Kamptee dates only from the establishment of the cantonment under Brigadier - 
General J.W. Adams in 1821, who had visited the area on the right bank of the river 
Kanhan. His proposal was approved by the then British authorities for a cantonment 
at this place. With the commencement of the year 1822 A.D., the British authorities, 


officers & soldiers including the Indians started arriving here and within a short pe- 
riod Kamptee/Kamthi/Kamti became a large town near Nagpur. 


MY FIRST SURVEY FOR DISCOVERY OF INSCRIPTIONS FROM 
KAMPTEE, 1979 





Gist of the epitaphic reord On a grave, Baba Shah Malang’s dargah A.H. 
1274, Rajab 25, Thursday = 1858 A.D., March 11, Persian and Urdu. Records 
the death of Zainu'l Abidin Sipahi son of Sayyid Uthman, Havaidar. Urdu verse 
composed by the deceased’s father. (AREp. 1979-80, C, 91) 

On a grave, Khalasi Line graveyard A.H. 1280 = 1863-64 A.D. Persian, Dam- 
aged. Records the death of Shaikh Wahid. (?) (AREp. 1979-80, C 89) 

3. Loose slab Qadar-ka-Jhanda Mohalla mosque. A.H. 1280, Safar 29, Satur- 


day = 1863 A.D., August 15 Persian, Damaged, Records the death of Husain 


Bib! dau ghter of Shaikh Ibrahim S 
` ubed m J 
1979-80 C. 90) ar and wife of Sayyid Ya’qub. (AREP. 


On a grave Baba Abdullah Shah Dargah A.H. 1282, Ramadan 12 = 1866 


A.D. 7 

i ee File. an Records the death of Saliha Banu Husaini daugh- 
avaldar of i : . 

80 C, 88) Kamti a native of Haidarabad. (AREp 1979- 
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On a grave, 1867 A.D., January 19. Persian. Records the death of Zuhra. 


_ (AREp 1979-80, C 92) 


Old Baghicha of Haji Lataiya On a grave, A.H. 1297, Muharram 19 = 1880 


` A.D., January 20 Persian. Records the death of a 23 years old bride-groom 


` Muhammad Ismail son of Mu'Inu’d-Din Subedar of 2nd Madras Regiment. 
(AREp 1979-80 C 114) 

On a grave, Muslim graveyard near Rly Line. A.H. 1298, Rabi I, 28, Monday 
1881 A.D., February 29. Persian. Records the death of a three months and 
seven day old child named Ahmad (AREp 1979-80 C 113) 

On a grave, same place A.H. 1298, Shaban 1 = 1881 A.D. June 29 Persian. 
Records the death of fifteen months old Nur Muhammad son of Khoja Allah 
Rakhe Seth who was born on Monday. 25 Rabi II (6 April 1880). (AREp 
1979-80 C 112) 

On a grave, same place A.H. 1298, Sha’ban 22=1881 A.D. July 20. Urdu. 
Records the death of Qadir son of Sayyid Haidar Darogha. (AREp 1979-80 
C 103) 


- On a grave, same place A.H. 1299, Safar 22, Friday 1882 A.D., January 13. 


Persian. Records the death of Ghauth Baig. Hakim of Kyamti (Kamti). Metri- 
cal text composed by Muajjam. AREP., 1979-80 C 104 

On a grave, same place A.H. 1300, Rajab 23, Thursday = 1883 A.D., May 
30. Urdu and Persian. Records the death, due to small-pox, of ‘Abdu'l-Qadir 
son of Shaikh Wazir salt-merchant (namak-furush), resident of Sadar Bazar, 
Kyamti AREp., 1979-80, C 108 

On a grave, same place A.H. 1300, Ramadan 11 = 1883A.D. July 16. Per- 
sian. Records the death of Rahmat Blbl daughter of Khoja Allahrakhe Seth. 
AREp., 1979-80 C 111 

Ona grave, same place A.H. 1300, Ramadan 18, Tuesday = 1883 A.D., July 
23 Persian. Records the death of Qadir Badshah son of Muhammad Ibrahim, 
Havaldar-Major of 4th Madras Regiment, Metrical text composed by the 
deceased’s brother Muhammad Badshah. AREp., 1979-80, C 115 
Another grave, same place A.H. 4300, Ramadan 19 = 1883 A.D., July 24 
Persian. Records the death of the mother of Muhammad Sarwar Jama‘dar, 
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15. 


16. 


17. 


18. 


19. 


20. 


21. 


22. 
23. 


24. 


4th Madras! Regiment. Metrical text composed by his son. AREp. 1979-80 
C 96 

On a grave, same place A.H. 1300, Ramadan 19 = 1883 A.D., July 24 Urdu. 
Records the death of the daugher of Subedar Qadir Baig son of Qadir 
Muhiyuddin (AREp. 1979-80 C) 

On a grave same place A.H. 1300 Dhud-Qada Sunday - 1883 A.D., Sep- 
tember 9 Urdu. Records the death of the wife of Muhammad Jamal. Metrical 
text composed by Qasim AREp., 1979-80 C 102 

On a grave, same place A.H. 1301, Ramadan 6 = 1884 A.D. June 30 Urdu. 
Records the death of an infant Nur Bibi. AREp., 1979-80 C 95 

On a grave, same place A.H. 1301, Dhu’l-Qa’da 17, Thursday = 1884 A.D., 
September 8 Persian. Records the death of Ghauth Khan son of Yaqub 
Khan, Subedar of 33rd Madras Infantry. AREp., 1979-80 C 107 

On another grave, same place A.H. 1301, Dhu'l-Hijja 1, Monday, Sunset = 
1884 A.D., September 22 Urdu. Records the death, at the age of seventy- 
five, of a pensioner Subedar Muhammad Ghauth Sahib, of the 36th Madras! 
Regiment Infantry, son of Pir Ahmad. AREp., 1979-80 C 105 

Another grave, same place A.H. 1302, Ramadan 21 = 1885 A.D. July 4 Urdu. 
States that ‘Aisha Bibl wife of Subedar Muhammad Sahib of the 20th Infantry 
died at Kamti. AREp., 1979-80 C 98 

On a grave, same place A.H. 1303 = 1885-86 A.D. Urdu. Records the death 


at the age of the 13 years and 5 months of Aminabi daughter of Abdul Qadi 


Pensioner Havaldar. Metrical text composed by Mujrim. AREp. 1979-80 C 
109 


On a grave, same place A.H. 1303, Sha’b 


and Persian. Records the death of Subedar-Major Bahadur Shaikh Latif Sahib 
of the €: Platoon of Madras Infantry. AREp. 1979-80 C 101 

On a grave, same graveyard A.H. 1304, Shawwal 29, Wednesday = 1887 
A.D., July 21 Urdu. Records the death of Haji Imam alias Muhammad A’zam, 
Subedar Bahadur of Artillery, a native of Madras. ARIE 1979-80 C 100 

On a grave, same place A.H. 1306 = 1888-89 A.D., Persian. Records the 
death of Mastan Bibl Sahiba wife of Ghulam Husain Subedar Bahadur of 2nd 


an 5 Friday 1886 A.D. May 9, Urdu. 
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Madras lancers. AREp., 1979-80 C 106 

On a grave same place 1889 A.D., December 22 Persian. Records the 
death of Husainbl wife of Mahtab Khan Darogha and mother of Murad Khan. 
Jama’dar and Faidu'llah Khan, Havaldar. AREp. 1979-80 C 110 


` On agrave, in the graveyard. A.H. 1306 Jumada 1, 27-1889, A.D., January 


29 Urdu. Records the death of Hajjani Chamni BlIbl. Also states that a mosque 
was constructed in the graveyard at Kamthi by Shaikh Chand as per the 
behest made by his mother, the deceased, as a memorial to her. Metrical 
text composed by Basir. AREp. 1979-80. | 

On a grave, same place A.H. 1323, Rabl’ 4/21, Sunday - 1905 A. D: May 26 
Persian. Records the death of Subedar Major Haji Shaikh Tipu Sahib who 
died of dropsy. AREp. 1979-80 C 97 3 

On a grave, Naleparwali mosque Purport not clear except that the name 
Aisha Begam is legible AREp., 1979-80 C 116 


SECOND SURVEY 1995 KAMPTEE 
Record of 1832, Kamsari Bazar 


Among the various epitaphs, one records the death of Subedar Major 
Muhammad Hairat on 10th of Jumada I, AH 1248 (October 5, AD 1832), 
while another epitaph registers the death of his son Muhammad Qasim who 
expired on 1st of Jumada Il, AH 1248 (October 26 AD 1832), just twenty 
days after the death of his father. 

Star of India. One more epitaph of great interest, replete with as many as 
eighteen chronograms, which is for the entire subject matter of the inscrip- 
tion as well, records the death of one Shaikh Husain in AH 1308 (AD 1890- 
91). Each chronogram yielding AH 1308 is composed in such a way that 
according to the meaning, various aspects of the career of the deceased 
Shaikh Husain, comes to light. It provides various pieces of information about 
the deceased that he was born in AH 1233 (AD 1818), joined British army as 
a soldier in AH 1251 (AD 1835-36) and served with great efforts and merit for 
forty-four years. It is further recorded that because of his laudable service 
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career, he was honoured with the titles of Sardar Bahadur and Najm-i-Hind, 
i.e., Star of India. He was one of the spiritual successors of Sayyid Banda 
Nawaz Gesu Daraz: He left Nagpur for Bhopal where he reached without 
any trouble, but was destined to breathe his last there. It further states that 
his bier was taken to Nagpuri.e., Kamptee for burial. Unfortunately, the name 
of the master composer who wielded great command over composing 
chronograms, does not occur. (IA 1995-96 P. 121). The grave with epitaph of 
Shaikh Husain is behind the mosque in the graveyard i.e. Muslim Qabrastan 
Near Rly Line Kamptee. 


THIRD SURVEY 1998 KAMPTEE 





A good number of epitaphic records have been copied from the local Muslim 


graveyard at Kamthi. Among them seven epitaphs are worth noticing here. 


1. 


The first one is an Urdu epigraph, recording the death of Ruqaiyya Bi, aged 
six year and two months, in AH 1304 (AD 1886), who was the daughter of 
Qadir Sharif Hawaldar and grand daughter of Maruf Ali Shah Qadiri Chishti 
(popular as) Sayyid Badshah Madani of the fourth Risala of the Madras Regi- 
ment. A poet with the pen-name Mujrim was the composer of the metrical 
text. The poet also finds mention in another record copied earlier from the 
same place at Kamthi (Annual Report on Indian Epigraphy, 1979-80, Appen- 
dix C, No. 109). | | 
Halim Sahib father of Bakar Qasab (mutton seller) Yusuf Sahib of the Risala 
Bazar locality passed away in AH 1304 (AD 1887). 

The third one is a bilingual metrical inscri 
posed by Salim, recordin 
who was the wife of Sh 
Muhammad Ishaq and t 
The composer of the bili 
also finds reference as 
lier from the same grav 
1979-80, App. C, No. 1 


ptioin in Arabic and Persian com- 
g the death of Radiyya Bi in AH 1309 (AD 1892) 
aikh Muhy Din (i.e., Muhyiud Din) and mother of 
he daughter of Kulthum Bi and Muhammad Salar. 
Ngual metrical texts, Salim, mentioned in this record, 
the composer of another Urdu epigraph copied ear- 
eyard at Kamthi (Annual Report on Indian Epigraphy, 
Q2). In the light of the present and earlier copied records, 


= Nee ie gg, nn, NT CCC ncn a eis 


Glimpses of Indian History & Culture Dr. M. Yaseen Quddusi 


this fact is well established that the poet Salim was well-versed in compos- 
ing verses in all the three languages, i.e., Arabic Persian and Urdu. 

The fourth one is slightly damaged metrical epigraph in Persian which records 
the death of Shaikh Sadruddin S/o. Mohd. Hashim, aged 20 years and resi- 
dent of Kiyamti (i.e. Kamthi) in A.H. 1310 (1892 A.D.). 

The fifth one is in Urdu, records the death of Abdullah Khan Nazir Khan in 
Hijri year 1312 (1894 A.D.). (IA 1998-99) 


KAMPTEE NEW RECORDS FOUND IN 2001-FOURTH SURVEY 





A good number of epitaphic records have come to light from the old Muslim 


graveyard in Kamthi (Kamptee) town, once the military headquarters of the Britishers 
in the Nagpur region i.e. Central Provinces. A few of them are worthy of mention. 


1. 


nN 


An Urdu inscription records the death of Husain Bibi, wife of Shaikh Ismail, 
the overseer of the court (Kachheri), in AH 1308 (AD 1891). 

Another epitaph in Urdu speaks about the death of Bibi ‘Aisha, wife of the late 
Sipahi Muhammad Raza of the Seventh Madras Regiment. She died in AH 
1312 (AD 1894-95) at the age of fortyfive. 

Another member of the same family i.e. ‘Abdul ‘Alim, son of late Muhammad 
Raza, also passed away in AH 1313 (AD 1895) at the age of 22 years as per 
another epitaph in Urdu. 

According to the epitaph fixed at the grave of Chandni wife of Pensioner 
Darugha Jan Ahmad, her death took place in AH 1315 (AD 1897). 

Another death took place in the same family, in the same year i.e. AH 1315 
(AD 1897). The deceased was the wife of ‘Azimuddin and daughter of the 
above-mentioned Darugha Jan Ahmad. 

One more epitaphic record in Persian provides information about the death 
of one Waziruddin in AH 1317 (AD 1899-1900). The slab was installed by 
Tajud Din, probably the father of the deceased, native of Mau (Mhow) in Indore 
District. 





| 
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KAMPTEE FIFTH SURVEY 2006 | 
Family of Peer Mohammad Thekedar 


Again | visited the Muslim graveyard near Rly line at Kamptee & found thatin 
an enclosure, there are a few graves. Two inscriptional slabs i.e. epitaphs are avail. _ 
able. One grave is of a lady named Akhtarun-Nisa Begam and the other, of his sister 
NurJahan Begam. Both of them were the daughters of Peer Mohammad Thekedar — 
of Kamptee. | 


1. Epitaph of Akhtarun-Nisa Begum. It states that Akhtarun-Nisa Begam was _ 
the daughter of Peer Mohammed Saheb, the army contractor. She had 
passed the examination of “Munshi” of Panjab University in 1943 & was ) 
placed first in group of all the students. She had also completed the “Munshi | 
Fazil” course. After a few days of illness, she died on 27 May, 1943 at the 
age of sixteen. She was a pious & devoted to the sufi way of life and man- 
ners. The prose and verses were composed for the epitaph by Hafiz Muztar | 
of Kamptee in the Hijri year 1363 (1943 A.D.). 
The other epitaph is related to his sister. It records that Nur Jahan Begam, 
the wife of Babu Abdus Salam, CPTS & daughter of Haji Peer Mohammad, _ 
Armya Contractor Kamptee passed away on 21, Shawwal 1376, 22nd May, ; 

195 - The verses were composed by “Shati Hakimi of Kamptee. 

jw Itis to be noted that Peer Mohammad Thekedar was | 
very influential, religious & social leader of Kamptee. He took 
active part in all the constructive activities. He passed away 
on 18th July, 1955 on his way to Mecca and Madina for Haj. 

As he was in the ship, his beir was laid to rest in the ocean 

before the Edan port. His son Shamim Akhtar, Wasim Akhtar 

are inthe USA (L.A.) & the other son Salim Akhtar & daugh- 
ter Qamar Jahan are in London. The poets mentioned above 

Hafiz Abdur Rahim Muztar (d.1964) & Shatir Hakimi (d. 1988) 

: are remembered as the poets of the people who were closely 

associated with the society & culture of Kamptee. 

AS a matter of fact, the above epigraphs are 
92 








Glimpses of Indian History & Culture Dr. M. Yaseen Quddusi 


closelyassociated with the socio-cultural, academic & other activities of Kamptee 
city. The army-men or officers/soldiers who were Urdu-Persian speaking persons 
are represented through their death records. They were generally from the Madras 
regions & belonged to the Madras regiments. Their families were settled at Kamptee. 
Among them, were the religious & sufi or saintly persons. Number of poets are also 
represented through their compositions in the form of epitaphs. These inscriptional 
records are only available as the source matterial about their existence in this city 
who were known as the poets of Kamptee. 





Kamptee 


Maqbara of Sufi Abdul Hakim. Inscription describes his death in AH 1335 (1916 AD). 
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Inscription dated AH 1313 Inscription dated AH 1314 (1896) Originally from Jama Masjid 


(1895). Demise of Shaikh Describing the death of Hafiz Abdul Kamptee. Records the 
construction of a well by 


Buddhan S/o Late Mohd. Rauf S/o Jalaluddin Hakim 
of Modi Kamptee. 


Haji Deen Mohd. in AH 1333 


Inscribed by Husain Khan. amzan 1 (24 Jan 1914). 
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XIV. ORISSA 


A FEW INSCRIPTIONS FROM ORISSA 





inscription From Shahi Masjid 
Jajpur Orissa. Construction of 
mosque by Nasr Khan during 
the reign of Aurangzeb in AH 
1098 (1686-87 AD). Persian 
Nastaliq. 





From the fort of Barabati - 
Records the name of the ruling 
king Ahmad Shah Bahadur & the 

date AH 1165 (1751 AD). 


Orissa. 


Miscellaneous Inscription, Semalpada, 
District Cuttack - A metrical Persian inscrip- 


tion, composed by Hasan ‘Ali, records the con- . 


struction of a mosque by Maqsud Ufaagi in the 
Fasli year 1248 i.e. AH 1258 (AD 1842-43). 
Mughal Inscription, Narsinghpur-Pipli, 
District Puri - Belonging to Aurangzeb, this 
Persian inscription, in Nasta'liq characters, 
records the construction of a mosque by 
Abdul’ Aziz, son of ‘Abdul Karim, son of Mirza 
Ansari in AH 1085 (AD 1674). 

Inscription of the Mughals, Pipli, District 
Puri - The inscription, in possession of Fida 
Husain but originally belonging to the tomb of 
Hadrat Sayyid Sultan, states that in the six- 
teenth regnal year (i.e. AH 1147 = AD 1734) of 
the Mughal emperor Muhammad Shah, when 
Nawwab Muhammad Taqi Khan was the 
Subedar, this noble edifice obviously the tomb, 
was constructed under the supervision of 
Shaikh Fathullah son of Shaikh Fasihullah, the 
resident of qasba Unam (i.e. Unnao) in the 
Sarkar Lucknow of the province (Suba) of 
Awadh. (IA 1989-90 p.118) 
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XV. PUNJAB 


-ASSOCIATION OF SAIF KHAN WITH BAHADURGARH - PUNJAB 





Verses are in a single line. 
Here rearranged Fort 
mosque Bahadurgarh. 


a 


thts 
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QOS 
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PMLA 
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IIA, 
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of Saif Khan 





Fort mosque Bahadurgarh 


Mughal insriptions, Bahadurgarh, district 
Patiala - Among the two Mughal inscriptions, ome 
belongs to the mosque inside the Bahadurgarh fort, 
assigning the construction of the mosque to Sai? Khan 
during the reign of Shah ‘Alamgir (i.e. Aurangzeb) son 
of Shah Jahan, in AH 1077 (1666-67 A.D.). tis a beau 
tiful metrical record in Persian in Nastaliag characters. 

The second inscription is an abraded one, 
photographed from the gun fixed near the Police Of- 
fice Gate on Patiala Bahadurgarh Road. ‘Nawwab Saif 
Khan sana 1077 (1666-67 A.D.)’, is the only readble 
part of the inscription. 

Miscellaneous inscription, Bahadurgarh, 
district Patiala. Near the same Police Office Gate, 
mentioned above, is another gun bearing an inscrip- 
tion and gotits complete deaioherment. Its first line 
reads : Darb-j-Top4-Lekshman Ban Le. stnking (ca- 
pacity) of the Gun Lakshman San. 


Road Tax Collection Nurmahal Dist. Jullandur - Badshahi sarei, night 
jamb of the western gate, records the remission of the road tax (rahadan) ana omer 
illegal imposts by Nawwab Zakariya Khan Bahadur, governor (Nazim) of the prov- 


Ince. The faujdars of Doaba are instructed not to realise the same. (AREP 247 = 


1973-74). 


__ Itis to be noted that Zakariya Khan was governor of the province of Lahor 
(Panjab) appointed in the regnal year 7 of Mohammad Shah (1725-26 AD). R is 
found that Zakariya Khan died in 1745-46 AD. Thus according to this available i^- 
scriptional record, tax imposed by the said Khan was stopped at a later penos 
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INSCRIPTIONS OF AKBAR-JAHANGIR 


Inscriptions of the Mughals, Districts Gurdaspur and Patiala - A pub- 
lished epigraph of Akbar from Batala, District Gurdaspur, records the construction 
of a reservoir, a mosque and a garden in A.H. 997-98 (A.D. 1589-90) by Shamshir 
Khan Rajpur, a resident of pargana Nasrabad, in sarkar Manikpur; remarkable for its 
fine Thulth calligraphy; it was written by Ustad Ahmad, son of Zakariya. The date of — 
construction of a mosque by Mirza Momin in a noticed record of Jahangir from 


Samana, District Patiala, has been found to be A.H. 1024 (A.D. 1615-16A) and not 
A.H. 1014. 


SO SSM n n mn: etter ee A ALLEN 


MISCELLANEOUS INSCRIPTIONS, DISTRICT PATIALA 


An epigraph from Samana records the construction of a pleasure-house i 
(Tarab-Khana) by Daulat Khan, under the superv 


ision of Gopal Bhatt, the work hav- : 
ing been executed by Ishaq in A.H. 1044 (A.D. 1634), regnal year 6 (sic.) of Shah | 
Jahan. (IA 1971-72) | 


INSCRIPTION OF EMPEROR AKBAR, BARECHAN, DISTRICT PATIALA 


Itis adamaged inscription and records the construction of a mosque in A.H. | 
983 (A.D. 1575-76). 


INSCRIPTION OF EMPEROR AKBAR, SAMANA - PATIALA 


Dated A.H. 1008 (A.D. 1600 


Mansur at the instance Of a great Kh 


) it records the construction of a mosque by 
an (name not mentioned). 


JAHANGIR’S 


INSCRIPTION, SAMANA, DISTRICT PATIALA 


an old mosque built i 


It states that | 
! n A.H. 911 (A.D. 1505-06) by Amir 
Amanullah, the Chief of the Sayyids. during athe reign of Sikandar Lodi, was recon- 


structed through the efforts of Siddiq, son of ‘Abdullah, in A.H. 1025 (A.D. 1616); 
during the reign of Jahangir (cf. C. J. Rod 


ers, Report of j ircle of the 
Archaeology Survey, 1888-89, p.22). = : ida lasts 
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MISCELLANEOUS INSCRIPTIONS, SAMANA, DISTRICT PATIALA 
——e ee ENE EEA UAL 
One of the inscriptions records the construction of the tomb of Mir ‘Abdu'llah 


al-Husaini in A.H. 1022 (A.D. 1613-14). Samana to Fath Muhammad in A.H. 1057 
(A.D. 1647-48). 


MUGHAL INSCRIPTION, DISTRICT LUDHIANA 

Itis a Persian record from Ludhiana, assigning the construction of a mosque 
to ahumble servant Ali Hasani in AH 976 (AD 1568) during the reign of Jalalu’d Din 
Muhammad Akbar Badshah. 


EPITAPH, CHHAT, DISTRICT PATIALA 


This epitaphic record in Persian, registers the date of the death of Late 
Muhammad Yusuf son of Salin Muhammad in AH 1011 (AD 1602). 


EPITAPHS, SIRHIND, DISTRICT PATIALA 


An epitaph from a local tomb, records the death of Haji Muhammad in AH 
1014 (AD 1606). 

Three loose epitaphic records come from the locality Fatehgarh in Sirhind, 
from the tomb of Shaikh Ahmad Sirhindi, which appear to have been installed in 
recent times. These three records register both the dates of birth and death of 
Hadrat Imam Rabbani Mujaddid Alf Thani Shaikh Ahmad Faruqi Sirhindi and his two 
sons Hadrat Khwaja Muhammad Sadiq (first son) and Hadrat Khwaja Muhammad 
Said (second son). The father Mujaddid Alf Thani was born in AH 971/AD 1563 and 
Passed away in AH 1034/AD 1624. The first son Khwaja Muhammad Sadiq was 
born in AH 1000 (AD 1592) and expired in AH 1025 (AD 1616) while the second son 
Muhammed Said was born in AH 1005 (AD 1596-97) and breathed his last in AH 
1070 (AD 1659). (IA 1995-96 p. 122) 

| have visited the tomb complex of the saint. There are other epitaphs who 
were closely associated with the Nagashbandiya order of Sufisim. Among them are 
the high officials, dignitaries, religions & social persons, sufis and saints. 
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Sarai Nur Mahal Punjab. Inscription Sarai Nur Mahal Punjab. This beautiful Persian 
inscription in verse dated AH 1030 (1620-21 AD) assigns 
the construction to Nur Jahan Begum. 





verse Nastaliq. It states that the old mosque 
built in the time of Sikandar Lodi in AH 901 
(911) (1505-06 AD) as per chronogram by Amir 
Amanulla the Chief of the Sayyed was 
reconstructed by Siddiq S/o Abdullah in | 
. AH 1025 (1616 AD) during the reign of \ 
Jahangir. Text of the document Nastaliq. ¢' 
ARIE 109-1977-78 | 


; 
From Samana Dist. Patiala Punjab. Persian | 





From Samana Dist. Patiala Punjab. Persian 
verse Nastaliq. Inscription dated AH 1008 
(1600 AD June-July), states that an old 
mosque was reconstructed by the order 
of the great Sha“que Khan during the reign 
of Akosr. ARIE 105-1977-78. 


OO 4 
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XVI. RAJASTHAN 


_ PERSIAN INSCRIPTIONS OF NAMI & HIS ASSOCIATION WITH 


RAJASTHAN 


Amir Muhammad Masum Nami is well known as a poet, ambassador noble- 


man & scholar of repute under the Mughal emperor Akbar (1558-1605). He was 
also closely associated with Akbar & accompanied him in various journeys. There 
are a number of Persian inscriptions of Nami in various parts of India. Being a 
calligraphist of extra-ordinary calibre, he used to inscribe the text of inscriptions 
which are still intact on various monuments & buildings. As far as the present state 
of Rajasthan is concerned, there are about 26 such inscriptions wherein the name 
of Mir Muhammad Masum Nami is preserved. The places are as under: 


1. 


Bada Bagh Dt. Jaisalmer. A.H. 1008 i.e. 1599-1600 A.D. This Persian in- 
scription provides information about enroute stay of Muhammad Masum 
Nami at this place when he was called back from Qandhar by Akbar". 
Barambad Dist. Bharatpur. A.H. 1007 i.e. 1598-99 A.D. Rubai (Quatrain) by 
Amir Muhammad Masum Bakkar by domicile and Tirmidh (Tirmiz) by origin, 
with the poet name Nami. Text written by him?. 

Baran Dist. Kota. A.H. 1010 i.e. 1601-02 A.D. Slab contains a Persian cou- 
plet composed by Mir Muhammad Masum Nami?. 

Bari Khatu Dist. Nagaur A.H: 1008 i.e. 1599-1600 A.D. Mir Buzurg (son of ) 
Amir Muhammad Masum describes that he visited the holy tomb (of Magribi 
Shah) in the company of his father’. 

Bari Khatu Dist. Nagaur A.H.1010 i.e. 1601-1602 A.D. Contains informa- 
tion that Akbar deputed Mir Muhammad Masum Bakkari as an ambassador 
to Iraq (i.e. Iran)? 

Bari Khatu Dist. Nagaur. A.H.1013 i.e.1604-05 A.D. This inscription de- 
scribes that Mir Buzurg visited the holy tomb (of Maghribi Shah) with his 


father Nami at the time of his return from Iran.®” 


Bayana Dist. Bharatpur. A.H. 1010 i.e. 1601-02 A.D. Information regarding 
Akbar’s passing through this place after the conquest of Dandesh (Khandesh). 
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10. 


11. 


12. 


13. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


17. 
18. 


19. 


20. 


Text composed by Nami.? 

Chaksu Dist. Jaipur. A.H. 1010 i.e. 1601-02 A.D. Rubai (Quatrain) com- 
posed and inscribed by Nami.’ | 

Harsore Dist. Nagaur. A.H. 1014 i.e. 1605-06 A.D. Contains a verse com- 
posed and inscribed by Nami." 

Jaisalmer Dist. Jaisalmer. A.H. 1008 i.e. 1599-1600 A.D. States that Mir 
Masum was called back from Qandhar and on his way back, he reached 
Jaisalmer & also constructed a building in the course of his halt." 
Jaisalmer Dist. Jaisalmer. A.H. 1010 i.e. 1601-02 A.D. It states that when 
Mir Masum was deputed on his mission as an ambassador, he visited 
Jaisalmer & proceeded further on his way to his mission.72 

Jaisalmer Dist. Jaisalmer. A.H. 1010 ie. 1601-02 A.D. This inscription 
speaks about his halt there for ten days on the request of Rawalji in the said 
year.'s 

Jaisalmer Dist. Jaisalmer. A.H. 1014 i.e. 1605-06 A.D. Mir Masum Nami 
constructed a building as a memento on his return in the said year.“ 


Jaisalmer Dist Jaisalmer. A.H. 1014 i.e. 1605-06 A.D. Masum Nami entitled 
Aminul-Mulk constructed a building at Ja 
fort of the public. 5 


Lodrova Dist. Jaisalmer. Akbar’s 
by Nami.16 


isalmer for the convenience & com- 


period. Record damaged. Visit recorded 


Loharpura Dist. Nagaur. A.H. 1008 i.e. 1599-1600 A.D. Informs that Mir 


Buzurg visited the tomb (of Pir Zuhuruddin) in the company of his father 
Nami.” 


Merta Dist. Nagaur. A.H. 1014 i.e. 160 
and inscribed by Nami.13 

Nagaur Dist. Nagaur A.H. 1008 i.e. 1599- 
Amir Mohd. Masum Nami & inscribed by 
Nagaur Dist. Nagaur. A.H. 1008 i.e. 1600 
Solomon, inscribed by Mir Buzur 
and al-Husaini in pedigree,20 


S-06 A.D. Three verses composed 


1600 A.D. Quatrain composed by 
his (son) Mir Buzurg.1° 

600 A.D. Records the saying of Prophet 

g S/o Nami of Bakkar of Tirmidh by origin 


Nagaur Dist. Nagaur. A.H. 1008 i.e. 1600 A.D. Staes that Mir Buzurg visited 
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the tomb with Nami (his father). Quatrain composed by Nami & inscribed by 
Mir buzurg.?' , 

21. Nagaur Dist. Nagaur. A.H. 1010 i.e. 1601-02 A.D. Two verses composed by 
Nami who also inscribed the same. It also states that Akbar after the con- 
quest of Dakkan, sent him on mission to Iraq (Iran).?2 - | 

22. Nagaur Dist. Nagaur. A.H. 1010 i.e. 1601-02 A.D. States that Akbar des- 
patched Nami to Iraq.8 

23. Nagaur Dist. Nagaur. A.H. 1013 i.e. 1604-05 A.D. Couplet composed & 
inscribed by Nami on his return from the mission of Iran.”4 

24. Naraina Dist. Nagaur. A.H. 1014 i.e. 1605 A.D. Verses composed & written 
by Nami.” after his visit to this place (the old tank) where the record is fixed. 

25. Parbatsur Dist. Nagaur. A.H. 1013 i.e. 1604-05 A.D. Persian couptet com- 
posed by Nami and states that he reached here on his way back from his 
ambassadorial assignment to Iraq (Iran).?° 
In the light of the above Persian inscriptions from Rajasthan, Mir Muhammad 

Masum Nami emerges as very close to Rajasthan and its places. The other sailent 

aspects or features would not be out of place to mention that he was selected to go 

to Iran by emperor Akbar. The inscriptions are related to it, but the other documents 
or archival sources are also at our disposal. It is found that a royal letter from Akbar 

was handed over to him. It was issued from Agra. Itis dated Rajab 12, 1012 Hijri i.e. 

1603 A.D., December. It was addressed to Shah Abbas | of Iran. In this letter the 

conquest of Dakkan or Khandesh is referred to & the letter bearer i.e. Mir Muhammad 

Masum Nami has been highlighted as one of the most eminent Sayyids of this 

country i.e. India. In the course of time, he passed through Rajasthan & after sub- 

mission of the royal letter & meeting with the Iranian ruler, he came back again via 

Rajasthan in the light of epigraphical evidences. The archival material, the reply of 

Shah Abbas of Iran to Mughal emperor Akbar is dated Dhulqada 1013 i.e. March 

April 1605 A.D. Thus he was on the royal mission from Dec., 1603 A.D. to March- 

April 1605 A.D. excluding the journey days from Agra to Iran &* Iran to India.?” 

7 As far as visit to Rajasthan is concerned, Mir Muhammad Masum Nami & 
his son Mir Buzurg are epigraphically found at Merta, Nagaur, Bari Khatu, Parbatsar, 

Jaisalmer, Lodrova, Bada Bagh & Naraina etc. Either it was their visit to the shrines 
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of the saints to pay their respect & offer ‘Fatiha’ or in the form official journey when 
assigned & deputed for the specific purpose. It is also to be noted that he had visited 
some old sites and remarkable places like Naraina where a large Mustafasar i.e. 
tank was built by the Khanzadas of Nagpur in 1437 A.D. This walled tank with ghats 
& chhatris is still intact. Tripolia gate is also on it. Here Mir Masum Nami has in- 
scribed his verses in A.H. 1014 i.e. 1605 A.D. in memory of his visit to this place. 
The conquest of the kingdom of Khandesh of the Faruqi rulers was very 
significant victory of Akbar after the annexation of Berar or Vidarbha. Akbar himself 
had come to Burhanpur & when the Asirgarh fort fell to Mughals, then began the rule 
of Akbar in this region in 1601 A.D. Mir Masum Nami was also with the Mughals & 


the victory was epigraphically documented on Stones. Itis at Asirgarh, Burhanpur & 


available at other places from where Akbar’s royal journey was enrouted. Mir Masum 
did the job of scribing the victory of Khandesh. It is also found at Bayana too. 
Rawaljiu or ji is also referred to by Mir Masum Nami in Jaisalmer inscription. Specifi- 
Cally, itis stated that Nami had halted or encamped for ten days at that place onthe 
request of Rawalji. It, thus speaks about his personal relation with the chiefs of 
Rajasthan and Mughals. | 

Nami being a poet, had full Opportunity & discreation to cite his own com- 
posed verses and quatrains in the €pigraphical forms or activities alongwith the 
events, journeys, halts or achievements. He fully utilised the occasion without any 
hesitation or objection from any one including the ruler. Being a calligrapher, he 
himself adorned the stones with epigraphs. Apart from all these aspects, the places 


of his selection for inscriptional display and highlight the events and achievements, 
are the public places where the residents or other visi 


very purpose of the record. In those da 
the state of affairs to the masses. 

Mir Muhammad Masum Nami & his 
nence & enjoyed the confi 
. the govt. & Scholarly worl 


tors used to go. It served the 
yS, epigraphs communicated and highlighted 


family members remained in promi- 
dence of the people and the ruler. They had high status in 
d. For details, consult the available sources.?°_ .. 
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Inscription of Nami year Inscription of Akbar from Amber, Dist. Jaipur. This beautiful ins- 
AH 1008 (1600 AD) from scription states that the paradise like edifice was completed in 
Bada Bagh, Rajasthan. AH 1008 (1600 AD), during the reign of Akbar by Maharaja 
Mir Masum halted here Mansingh. It took 25 years for completion. 
when he was called back Raa Wes aS TRE BaF Rafa BAr So- 
by Akbar from Qandhar. 2pihirepKarbhweta. ARIE 110-1977-78. 
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1) 
2) 
3) 


4) 


5) 


6) 


1) 


XVII. TAMILNADU 
INSCRIPTIONS FROM CHENNAI/MADRAS PROPER 


Government Museum On a slab A.H. 1104=1692-93 A.D. Persian. Records 
the laying out of a garden called Rahat-bakhsh (comfort-giving) by Jahangir 
Khan. EIAPS, 1955 & 1956, p. 103, pl. XXVII a; ARIE, 1952-53, C, 86; 

On a slab set up near the tomb in Rahmat Bagh. A.H. 1110, Dhu’l-Hijja 
11=1699 A.D., June 10 Persian. Records the death of Hadrat Shah Fakhru’d- 
Din Qadiri Multani. ARSIE, 1922-23, B, 223 sO 

Mosque in Maylapur. Above the southern entrance. A.H. 1111=1699 A.D. 
Persian. Assigns the construction of the mosque to Ali. ARIE 1961-62, D. 
111. 

Government Museum Copper Plate, received from the Collector, Dt. South 
Arcot. Mughal Farrukh Siyar A.H. 1426, Jumada 1-1=1714 A:D., June 3 Per- 
sian. States that Todar Mal alias Sri Niwas Das son of Tek Chand, son of 
Hans Gopal, inhabitant of Chakwa-khurd in the dependencies (‘amal) of 
pargana of Etawa and the deputy of Nawwab S’aadatu'llah Khan, the Diwan 
and Subedar of Karnatak having come to the pargana of Sri-mushni in charge 
of the zamindar of Tajawar (Tanjavar?) and having visited the god 
Varahswamin fixed five villages. Kilpallu-yagulli. etc. as per the sanad of the 
zamindar as a gift for the temple of the said god. EIAPS, 1955 & 1956, pp. 
104-05, pl. XXVII b; ARIE 1952-53, A, 15, C, 87: 

ldgah in Maylapur. Above the pulpit A.H. 1135=1722-23 A.D. Persian. Records 
the construction of the Idgah with a well and a reservoir by Ahsan Khan. 
Composed by Fatih. ARIEP 1970-71, D, 142 : 
Badshah-Bagh in Maylapur. On the headstone of a grave. A.H. 1136=1723- 
24 A.D. Persian. Records the death of Anmadullah son of Atau’llah, the Qadi, 


who was a teacher of great erudition and learning in the principles of jurispru- 
aoe ne theology. AREP 1970-71, D. 141. 

ab on the Marmalong bridge at Saidapet (completel remodelled in 1964- 
65). 1726 A.D. Persian ae i A 


n. States that the bridge which was constructed in 
olden days, was In a dilapidated condition causing hardship to people and 
therefore Armani (i.e. Armenian) coming to know of this hardship, recon- 


structed it. Date that of completion of the reconstruction work. The Armenian 
versian gives the builde 


r's name Coj j 966- 
67, B, 192, D, 139. oja (Khwaja) Petrus Uscan. AREP 1 


Graveyard in old Washermanpet. O 7 A.H. 
1157=1744-45 A.D. Urd pet. On the headstone of’a grave. A. 


u. Records EP 
1960-61. D. 157 the name of the deceased (alady). AR 
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9) 


10) 


11) 


12) 


43) 


14) 
15) 
16) 


17) 
18) 
19) 


20) 


21) 


On a slab reported to be in the possession of Messers Tarapore & Co. 
Nawwabs of Arcot Muhammad Ali A.H. 1205=1790-91 A.D. Persian. Records 
the construction of the Walajahi Canal, dug by the Nawwab out of his love for 
charities. AREP., 1954-55, C, 110; 

Tomb of Tahir Sahib’s mother in the old graveyard. In the northern wall, inner 
face. A.H. 1208, Shawwal 11, Thursday=1794 A.D., May 2 Persian. Refers 
to the demise of a lady (name not given). AREP. 1961-62, D, 113 

Jami mosque of Walajah. Above the central mihrab, Nawwabs of Arcot 
Muhammad Ali A.H. 1209=1794-95 A.D. Records the construct,ion of the 
mosque by the chief, Amiru'l Hind Walajah. AREP., 1961-62, D, 107 

Tomb of Tahir Sahib’s mother. In the west wall. A.H. 1215=1800-01 A.D. 
Persian. Refers to the construction of the tomb AREP. 1961-62, D, 112 
Another inscription, same place. Nawwabs of Arcot Muhammad Ali A.H. 


`  1210=1795-96 A.D. Persian. Records the construction of the mosque AREP. 


1961-62, D, 108 

Tomb of Bahru’lulum.a On the headside pillar. A.H. 1225=1810 A.D. Urdu. 
Records the death of Maulana Abdu’l-Ali Muhammad Bahru’l-ulum who 
spread knowledge of Islamic sciences in the Madras Presidency. Composed 
by Muhammad ‘Abdul'lah with the poetical name Sharqi AREP.1961-62,D,103 
Another inscription, same place. 

A.H. 1225, Rajab 13=1810 A.D., August 4 Persian. Records the death of 
Maulana ‘Abdu’l-Ali Muhammad entitled Bahru'l-ulum. Set up by Abu Ahmad 
Muhammad ‘Abdul’lah (Sharqi). AREP. 1961-62, D, 102 

On a granite pillar in the observatory at Nungambakkam, Urdu (Persian). 
Records the construction of this hall to view celestial objects by the East 


India Company under the supervision of Mikil Tappin (Michael Topping). ARSIE, - 


1928-29 B, 386 

Dargah of Murtada Shah. Above the entrance. A.H. 1227=1812 A.D. Pesian. 
Records the death of Hadrat Murtada Badshah. Composed by Bu 
Muhammad. AREP 1961-62, D, 106. 

Dargah of Bahru'l-ulum. On a grave. A.H. 1229=1813-14 A.D. Arabic. Records 
the death of Wajihu’llah son of Mujibu'llah, inhabitant of Azimabad Patna, 
whose poetical name was Talib. AREP 1961-62, D, 104. 

Mosque of Hafiz Rahmat Khan on Dr. Annie Beasant road. A.H. 1232=1816- 
17 A.D. Persian. Records the construction of a mosque by Azam Jang. 
Composed by Fa’iq. AREP 1961-62. D, 109. 


Amiru’n-Nisa’s mosque in Jam-bazar. Above the central mihrab. A.H. 


1247=1831-32 A.D. Arabic. Contains religious text. AREP 1 961-62, D, 97. 
Another inscription, same place. A.H 1247=1831-32 A.D. Persian. Records. 
the construction of the mosque by Amiru’n-Nisa Begam. Composed by Bahjat. 
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22) 
23) 
24) 
25) 
26) 


27) 


28) 


29) 


30) 


31) 


32) 
33) 


34) 





961-62, D, 98. 

ae E northern gate, same mosque. A.H. 1247=1831-32 A.D. Persian. 
Records the construction of the gate of the mosque, Composed by Sha’ig. 

EP 1961-62, D, 99. 
ae the headstone of the grave of Maulana Habibu’llah of Pappu Mastan. 
A.H. 1250=1834-35 A.D. Persian. Records the death of Maulana Muhammad 
Habibu'llah AREP 1961-62, D, 110. 
Dargah of Ghulam As’adu'llah in mahalla Hathigontha. On the headstone of 
a grave. A.H. 1256, Muharram 10=1840 A.D., March 4 Persian. Records the 
death of Ghulam Asadu'llah. AREP 1961-62, D, 105. 
Graveyard in old Washermanpet. On the headstone of a grave. A.H. 1280. 
Ramadan 4=1864 A.D., February 12 Persian. Records the death of Rahman- 
Bi daughter of Munshi Mir Yusuf. AREP 1960-61, D, 158. 
On the headstone of another grave. A.H. 1283, Safar 24=1566 A.D., July 8 
Persian. Records the death of Subedar Shaikh Ibrahim son of Shaikh Imam 
of the 30th Regiment AREP 1960-61, D, 159. 
On another headstone, same place. A.H. 1286, Rajab 14=1869 A.D., Octo- 
ber 20 Urdu & Persian. States that Subedar Bahadur Shaikh Husain of the 
30th Infantry, brother of Subedar Nabi Sahib, died of paralysis at the age of 
63. AREP 1960-61, D, 160. 
On the headstone of another grave, same place. A.H. 1286, Sha’ban 28, 
Friday=1869 A.D., December 3. 
Records the death. at the 


A : age of 26, of Fatima daughter of Subedar Nabi 
Sahib and wife of Sa 


yyid Hasan who composed the chronogram. AREP 
1960-61, D, 161. 


On the headstone of a grave, same place. A.H. 1288, Shawwal 10=1871 
-U., December 23 Persian. Records the death of Husain-Bi (?) daughter 
of Sayyid Babbu and wife of Sayyid Imam. AREP 1960-61, D, 162. 


one of another grave, same place. A.H. 1294, Muharram 8, 
Tuesday=1877 A.D., January 23. Records the death of Amir Bibi mother of 
Sayyid Najaf. AREP 3 


another grave, same place. A.H. 1294=1877 A.D. Per- 
sian. Records the death i 


) rave, same place. A.H. =1878-79 A.D. Per- 
sian. Records the death of Qa’im-Bi. AREP i 960°61 D 165, = , 
Bateri mosque in Mirsapet. Above the central mihrab. A.H. 1296=1878-79 
A.D. Arabic. Contains religious text. AREP 1961-62, D, 100. 
Graveyard in old Washermanpet. On the headstone of a grave. A.H. 1297, 
amadan 8, Sunday=1880 A.D., August 14 Persian. Records the death of 
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Fatima Bibi daughter of Muhammad. AREP 1960-61, D, 166. 

On the headstone of another grave, same place. A.H. 1298, Rajab 5=1881 
A.D., June 18 Persian. Damaged. Name not clear.AREP 1960-61, D, 167. 
Bateri mosque. On the central mihrab. A.H. 1299=1881-82 A.D. Pesian. 
Records the construction of the mosque. AREP 1961-62, D, 101. 
Graveyard in old Washermanpet. On the headstone of a grave. A.H. 1300, 
Shawwal=1883 A.D., August-September Persian. Damaged. Seems to be 
an epitaph of one Juna Shaikh. AREP 1960-61, D, 168. 

On the headstone of another grave, same place. A.H. 1301, Rabi II’28, 
Wednesday=1884 A.D., February 26; Persian. Records the death of Zuhra- 
Bi. AREP 1960-61, D, 169. . 

On the headstone of another grave, same place. A.H. 1301, Rajab 16, Mon- 
day=1884 A.D., May 12 Persian. Records the death of Fagiru’d-Din son of 
Muhammad Husain. ARIEP 1960-61, D, 170. 

On the headstone of another grave, same place. A.H. 1301, Shawwal 
11=1884 A.D., August 4 Persian. States that this is the grave of the mother 
of Na’ik Muhammad Ibrahim. AREP 1960-61, D, 1771. 

On the headstone of another grave, same place. A.H. 1306=1888-89 A.D. 
Urdu. Records the name Jama’dar Khudawand Khan. AREP 1960-61, D, 
172. 

On the headstone of another grave, same place. A.H. 1307, Sha’ban 26, 
Wednesday=1890 A.D., April 17 Persian. Records the death of Shaikh Adam 
son of Shaikh Husain. AREP 1960-61, D, 173. 

On the headstone of a grave, same place. A.H. 1308=1890-91 A.D. Urdu. 
Records the death, at the age of sixty years and a half, of Rabi'a Khatun 
daughter of Qadir Khan. AREP 1960-61, D, 174. 

On the headstone of another grave, same place. A.H. 1308=1890-91 A.D: 
Persian. Records the death of Kulthum Bibi wife of Subedar Major Shaikh 
Da’ud. Composed by Mahmud, the deceased's brother. AREP 1960-61, D, 
175. 

On the headstone of another grave, same place. A.H. 1309, Muharram 14, 
Thursday=1891 A.D., August 20 Urdu. Records the death of Shaikh Madar 
son of Shaikh Imam. AREP 1960-61, D, 176. 

On the headstone of another grave, same place. A.H. 1309, Muharram 
19=1891 A.D., August 25 Persian. Records the death of Sharifu’n-Nisa Begam 
daughter of Munshi Muhammad Janu’llah and wife of Hakim Muhammad 
Husain. AREP 1960-61, D, 177. 

On the headstone of a grave, same place. A.H. 1310, Safar 14, Wednes- 
day=1892 A.D., September 7 Persian. Records the death of Muhammad 
Sahib Karigar. Composed by Mahmud. AREP 1960-61, D, 178. 

On the headstone of a grave, same place. A.H. 1326, Dhu'l-Hijja 20=1909 
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A.D., January 13 Persian. Records the death of Sayyid-Bi daughter of Ja'far 
Sahib. AREP 1960-61,a D, 179. l 
49) On the headstone of a grave, same place. Persian. Fragmentary. Extant 

portion contains the name Nai’ika Miran Shaikh Darku. AREP 1960-61, D, 
180. 

50) On the headstone of another grave, same place. Persian. Contains the name 
Asad Khan Subedar. AREP, 1960-61, D, 181. 

51) On the headstone of a grave, same place. Mixture of Urdu and-Persian. 
Records the death of Nasir Bibi. Date not given. AREP 1960-61, D, 183 


52) On the headstone of a grave, same place. Urdu. Records the death of Khadija 
Bibi. AREP 1960-61, D, 185. 


INSCRIPTION OF THE SULTANS OF MADURAI, DISTRICT MADURAI 


This fragmentary inscription, containing few honorific regal titles, is assign- 
able to the fourteenth century A.D. ARIE 1976-77. 


EPITAPHS ARCOT DISTRICT NORTH ARCOT 
= A NS ARCOT DISTRICT NORTH ARCOT 


A.H. 1144 (A.D. 1731-32). 5) According to other 
tomb of saint Tipu built at Arcot in A.H. 1141 (A.D. 
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Muhammad by Mir Fadl-i-'Ali who was buried therein after his death in A.H. 1168 
(A.D. 1754-55); it was set up by a servant of the deceased's father. 


EPITAPHS, VELLORE, DISTRICT NORTH ARCOT 

A number of epitaphs, among others, of saintly and other prominent per- 
sons were found at Vellore. Among the saints represented in the epitaphs are 
1) Shah ‘Abdu’l-Latif who died in A.H. 1150 (A.D. 1737-38). 2) Shah Ruknu’d-Din 
Abu’l-Hasan Qurbi who died in A.H. 1182 (A.D. 1768-69). 3) Muhyiu’d-Din Dhawagi 
who died in A.H. 1194 (A.D. 1780}. 4) Among the prominent personages mention 
may be made of Hakim ‘Ali Akbar who died in A.H. 1169 (A.D. 1755-56). 5) Mem- 
bers of the family of Sultan Tipu, namely Bakshi Begam, wife of Haidar ‘Ali and 


~- mother of Tipu Sultan of Mysore, who died in A.H. 1219 (A.D. 1804-05 and construc- 
‘tion of her tomb three years later), 6) Mirza Rida Husain who died in A.H. 1247 


(A.D. 1831-32). 7) Fardu’llah Khan who doed in A.H. 1248 (A.D. 1832). 8) Sultan 
Fatima Begam who died in A.H. 1250 (A.D. 1834-35) and Tipu’s wife 9) Badshah 
Begam who died in A.H. 1250 (A.D. 1834-35). (IA 1976-77 p. 67-68) 


INSCRIPTIONS, DISTRICT DHARMAPURI 


Of the two insriptions, the first one in Persian verse from Krishnagiri, records 
the construction of a lofty mosque by Babu, son of ‘Abdu’r-Razzaq Khan, the 
Hawaladar in AH 1149 (AD 1736-37). The second, which is an epitaph in Urdu from 
Rayakottai, records the death in AH 1269 (AD 1852) of Shaikh Adam. 
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Inscription from Dharmapuri. 





EPIGRAPH. SALEM, DISTRICT SALEM 


This epigraph records the construction of a mosque called Masjid-i-'Ali in AH 
1178 (AD 1764-65). Its metrical text was composed by Sabzwari. (IA 1987-88 p. 
128). This mosque was visited by me and it is known as Jama Masjid. 
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Inscription from Salem. Jama Masjid. 


INSCRIPION, DINDIGAL, DISTRICT ANNA 





This epigraph records the death of a pious lady named Nawwab Amiru-Nisa 
Begam, wife of Nawwab Ali Rada Khan Bahadur in AH 1187 (AD 1773-74). 


INSCRIPTIONS OF THE MUGHALS, KANCHIPURAM 
DISTRICT CHENGALPATTU 


Of the three inscriptions found in Kanchipuram belonging to the reign of 
Aurangzeb, the first metrical record written in beautiful Thulth and Naskh style states 
that during the governorship of Nawwab Daud Khan one Shaikh Islam constructed 
an Idgah in AH 1116 (AD 1704-05). It mentions Ghaibi, as composer and Muhammad 
Husain as scriber. The other epigraph which is also dated AH 1116 (AD 1704-05) 
and of the time of governorship of Nawwab Daud Khan states that the same Shaikh 
Islam founded a market (painth) and named it as Islampur. It further states that the 
Income accrued from the market would be spent on free kitchen to the poor. It also 
mentions that one Yella Palla Thulkarni and his progeny would collect the amount 

and spend it for the said purpose. It ends with the curse of God on violators. The last 

Inscription (of the time of Aurangzeb) dated AH 1117 (AD 1705-06) which is in- 
scribed on the reverse side of the above record contains an agreement (Qaul) ac- 
cording to which the residents of Islampur are informed that the first grade weaving 
manufacturers would pay revenue at the rate of two falams whereas the second 
grade manufacturers one falam every month. Similarly the shopkeepers of the front 
row would Da’ two falams and those of Wednesday market would pay as per usual 
Practice and tha. the revenue accrued from the above sources should be deposited 
to the Government exchequer. It ends with the curse of God to the violators. 


INSCRIPTION, KANCHIPURAM, DISTRICT CHENGALPATTU 


The epigraph assi 


gns the constructi , r 
in AH 1134 (AD 1718-19) enof amosaue to Sayeed Khan Banac 
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GADAMBUR 


Inscriptions, Gad Ambur, District North Arcot - Of the two inscriptions from 
Gad Ambur, executed by Abu Turab Shaibani and composed by Qani, the first epi- 
graph states that on the demise of Mir Hashim, a tomb was constructed under the 
supervision of Mir Muhammad Husain alias Sayyid Kiyani in AH 1118 (AD 1706-07). 
The other record assigns the construction of a mosque to Mir Safdar in AH 1120 
(AD 1708-09). (IA 1988-90 p. 98). 


MISCELLANEOUS INSCRIPTIONS, LALAPET, DISTRICT NORTH ARCOT 

The epigraphs from Lalapet states that the grave is that of Sayyid Karim 
Muhammad, son of Sayyid Shah Qasim al-Qadiri, a saintly person, who died in AH 
1225 (AD 1810). The other inscription from the same place records the construc- 
tion of a beautiful mosque by Sayyid Sibghatullah in AH 1232 (AD 1816-17). A bilin- 
gual inscription from the same place assigns the construction of a sarai for the 
travellers to the said person, Sayyid Sibghatullah in AH 1239 (AD 1823). 


INSCRIPTION OF NAWWABS OF ARCOT, RANIPETTAI, 
DISTRICT NORTH ARCOT 


Inscription of Nawwabs of Arcot, Ranipettai, District North Arcot - The epi- 
graph records the demise of one of family members of Nawwabs of Arcot, Jan-i- 
Jahan Khan, son of Nawwab Khairud Din Khan who was the brother of Samsamud 
Daula Bahadur, in AH 1212 (AD 1797-98). 


MISCELLANEOUS INSCRIPTIONS, RANIPETTAI, 
DISTRICT NORTH ARCOT 


Miscellaneous Inscriptions, Ranipettai, District North Arcot - This inscription 
appears on a ruined mosque in Ranipettai, records the construction of a mosque by 
Shaikh Abdul Wahhab Haq Numa in AH 1133 (AD 1720-21). The other inscription 
from the same place records the demise of Hadrat Begam Karimun-Nisa (wife of 
Nawwab Khairud-Din) who died in AH 1212 (AD 1797 - 98). One more inscription 
from the same place refers to the death of Badshah Bibi in AH 1257 (AD 1841-42). 
The lady seems to be one of the members of the local ruling family. 
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INSCRIPTION, VANIVAMBADI, DISTRICT NORTH ARCOT 


This metrical Persian inscription records the construction of tomb of Mastan 
Wali in AH 1262 (AD 1845-46) by Shaikh Madar with the co-operation of Shaikh 
Ismail. (IA 1988-89 p. 99) 


EPITAPHS, DISTRICT CHIDAMBARNAR 


Epitaphs, District Chidambarnar - This epitaph, found in a graveryard in 
Kayalpattinam records the death in the year AH 1215 (AD 1800) of a pious lady, 
daughter of Ahmed Nainar, a businessman, and wife of Sayyid Ahmad, a learned 
man. One more epitaph from the same place registers the demise of Sayyid Ahmad 
son of Nuh Wali-ullah al-Bakkari (belongs to Bakkar in Sind) al-Qahiri in AH 1216 
(AD 1801). He is stated in the inscription as a very learned man. (IA 1990-91 p. 90) 





Kolam near Chennai/Madras 
Tomb of Hazrat Tamim Ansari Sahabi-i-Rasul SAW 
at Kolam near Chennai. (2004) 
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XVIII. UTTARANCHAL / UTTARAKHAND 
FOUNDATION OF GURUDWARA GURU RAM RAI AT DEHRADUN 


Guru Ram Rai passed away in 1684, the date of his death is available on a 
slab in Persian near his graye. A lengthy Persian inscription dated Hijri year 1099, 
Dhulqada 6, V.S. 1744 (August 23, 1688 A.D.) of Aurangzeb’s reign is also available 
in the Gurudwara. The gist of the text is as under. 

Gives an account of the circumstances which led to the succession of Guru 
Ram Rai to Guru Har Rai (?) the eighth Guru and foundation of the said Gurudwara 
and the various buildings therein. States that Dara Shukh subsequent upon his 
defeat at the hands of Aurangzeb gave out that he was going to Guru Har Rai, the 
eighth successor to the great gnostic Guru Nanak Shah, but ultimately fled towards 
Multan. The Guru, summoned by the emperor to the royal court, excused himself 
due to infirmity but, in compliance with the royal wish that he should send the best 
one from among his sons and followers, sent Guru Ram Rai. The latter had a meet- 
ing with the emperor who, béing greatly pleased with his answers to his questions, 
showed great favours to him. After some time, Ram Rai sought and obtained the 
emperor’s permission to leave and returned to his Master after receiving robes. 
After the death of the Master, Ram Rai once again went to Agra where the emperor 
had assigned him lodgings on the bank of the tank (Talab) of I'tibar Khan. Here he 
stayed for twenty years. At the thought of impending death, he selected the village 
Kabrauds in a fertile and pleasant valley in the mountainous tract of Gad(rh)wal as 
his last resting-place. Raja Fateh Singh, the ruler of the place, granted this and four 
other villages to him. Two months before his death, the Guru took another wife, 
Panjabu by name. When the Guru died, (his disciple?) Nanak constructed one edi- 
fice at the place of his death, another at the place of bathing (his dead body 7?) and 
also at his samadhi (place of crematic or burial). A garden was also laid out. Also 
States that a site has become a place of pilgrimage for all and sundry. Name of the 
composer of the text. unintelligible. (AREp.. 1974-75, No. D-328). 
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Jama Masjid Nainital. Main entrance of the mosque. Inscription records 
the construction of the Jama Masjid in AH 1300-1882 AD. 
(Photographed 2006) 
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XIX. UTTAR PRADESH 


PERSIAN INSCRIPTIONS FROM CHUNAR FORT - MIRZAPUR DIST., U.P. 

The four inscriptions taken up for study are found on the western gateway of 
the fort at Chunar. They belong to the reign of the Mughal emperor Akbar. These 
records which are identical-in purport, are quite important as they commemorate 
the event of the construction of the gateway which form a part of the fortification. 
They give information about the date of its construction and mention the name of its 
builder viz., Muhammad Sharif Khan, popularly known as Sharif Khan. 

Sharif Khan was a renowned Mughal nobleman. He belonged to the Atga 
family which was famous for its meritorious services under the Mughals. He was 
the brother of Shamsu’d-Din Atga Khan who was the foster-father of Akbar. He first 
held Tuyul in the Punjab where most of his brothers had their jagirs. On transfer of 
the officers of Atga clan from Punjab in the 13th regnal year of Akbar, Sharif Khan 
was appointed to the Sarkar of Qannauj which was also made his Jagir. In 21st 
regnal year he was sent against the Rana of Mewar alongwith other noblemen. He 
displayed conspicuous valour in the conquest of Kumbhalner. In the 25th year (15871). 
Sharif Khan was appointed tutor of Prince Murad and in the same year he was sent 
to Malwa as a governor, which post he held for about ten years. In the 25th year 
(1590), Sharif Knan returned to the court. In the 39th regnal year, he was made 
governor of Ghazni, which post he had long desired and was also raised to the rank 
of 3000. He remained there as the governor until 47th year (1602). He was replaced 
by Shah Baig Khan. After this, we do not hear about him. 

The epigraphs under study are interesting records from historical point of 
view as they furnish new information about Sharif Khan's association with Chunar 
fort. That he was posted atleast at Chunar in A.H. 980 (1572-73 A.D.) is known from 
the present records only. It is not known what position he held during this time. 
However, in the records, Sharif Khan is designated as Khassa-i-Khailan which indi- 
cates that he was attached to the personal army of the emperor which is no where 
mentioned in the historical works. The records also yield data about the monument 
on which they are found. - 
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It will not be out of place to mention here that Sharif Khan also built a lofty gateway 
of the fort at Sarangpur (in now Madhya Pradesh) in A.H. 996 (1587-88 A.D.) during 
the tenure of his governorship in Malwa.? ; 

From the calligraphical point of view too, these epigraphs are not without 
interest. The texts of these large inscriptions in Persian verse engraved in relief in 
bold Nasta’liq characters, are arranged in well-cut lozenge shaped panel, each con- 
taining a hemistich with a spiralling foliate background motifs. The space between 
the two panels in each line is also filled with floral designs. They are one of the best 
examples of ornamental calligraphy during the reign of Akbar. Unfortunately these 
- records do not contain the name of calligrapher who designed them but he appears — 
to be an expert calligrapher. The calligraphy of these inscriptions can be compared 
with those of the Jami’ mosque at Fatehpur Sikri, dated A.H. 1000,° on the four 
facets of the thrones on the throne terrace of the Diwan-i-Khass, dated A.H. 10114 
and on the Haud-i-Jahangiri of the Jahangiri Mahal®, both in Agra fort. 

The epigraphs from Chunar fort were briefly noticed in the District Gazetteer 
which merely refers to the existence of these records but furnishes no details ex- 
cept recording the construction of a gate of the fort in A.H. 981 (1574 A.D.). Of the 
four inscriptions, one was copied in 1971 by Mr. A.A. Kadiri, then Senior Epigraphical 
Assistant of our office. The other three inscriptions were copied by me when | 
visited Chunar during the course of my tour. The epigraphical tablets which are 
quite large in size are built into the wall-at a great height above the arch of the 
gateway and to get their inked rubbings or impressions was a difficult task. It was 
through the help and cooperation of the fort authorities that | got them copied. The 
Epigraphs furnish two dates, A.H. 980 (1572-73 A.D.) and A.H. 981 (1573-74 A.D.) 
which may be explained that the work of the construction of the gateway which 
commenced in A.H. 980 was completed in the following year. 


I. INSCRIPTION DATED A.H. 980 
SN VATED AH. 980 


The first inscription measurin 
face of the western gate of the Chun 
five lines of writing in Persian verse is 


g 1.40 m. by 95 cm. is fixed on the western 
ar fort. The text of the record which runs into 
inscribed in beautiful bold Nasta'liq script. The 
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record states that in the time of Akbar, the gate facing the west was constructed in 
A.H. 980 

by Sharifu’d-Din Muhammad Khan for the well being of the public and to curb the 
tumult. The builder is designated in the text as one among the royal bodyguards. 
The text reads as under :- 


Ao Foie tuo. Jalesrn 
HWA eh py 
VIA se NE EAI ab Cray? 


yee we Z 23 oye s So oslas e ILU 
Ip Ed RJA feat da wie 





1) ‘Inthe reign of the just (king), the conqueror and bestower of the world, Jalalu’d- 
-Din Muhammad Shah Akbar. 
2) by the grace of the Most Excellent (i.e. God), may he receive reward (and 


remain victorious over the enemies. 
3) Sharifu’d-Din Muhammad Khan who is appointed one of the royal bodyguards. 


4) opened this gate towards west for the benefit (of the public) and repulsion of 
the tumult. 
5) A call from the unseen world reached (my) heart, say, its date(is) that ‘the 


government is established, The date afforded by the chronogram which is 
contained in the last hemistich is A.H. 980 (1572-73 A.D.) 


ll. INSCRIPTION DATED A.H. 981 





The second inscription in the group is also fixed on the western gate near 
the above one. The tablet measurres 1.40 by 1.20 metre. The text contains seven — 
lines of writing in Persian prose and verse executed in relief in Nasta'liq script. As 
the slab is exposed to inclemencies of weather, its writing is damaged. While the 
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main textis more or less intact, the writing at the top particularly the first line in both 
the panels disappeared except a couple of words which contain the date of the 
months. It is also likely that it may have also contained the name of the emperor 
Akbar. The epigraph states that Muhammad Sharif Khan who arrived at Chunar 
constructed the lofty gateway in place of the small one in A.H. 981 (1573-74 A.D.) 

The inscription has been read as under :- 


TEXT 


HNE SOR xe T y "s 
Saian a lapoa la bia urellal's ore Ala Ooi E aE | ee eee eee } U) { SENE Sere Pa 
-: socom newer tes . 2. BRNO S RSE SPEER 
IAIA A E S E E S eaten 
E j Rage Por 3 ee BRE 
Lvs [E n Fo Sh oe 
See Snr —. A2 ; 


aty punk Ost 


rly sls dy SiS LAs, uy) 2 Cdo) x EANAN EA A STAN 


` SO Oe ae $ 
Čs - a"s . 
I LN a Oke RA 
aS OS ot $ 


< >` ote 
Sep SNN 
PA ey Gates a ` 
€ $e be Sanat 





O S E een ca cee .-...COIesponding to twenty nineth 

2) whoever comes (to this world), builds a new edifice (and) leaves for another 
abode. 

3) When the munificent Muhammad Sharif Khan placed his feet at Chunar. 

4) the gate was small for the people. He €xpanded the small gate for the public. 

5) He accomplished the work which was not done by anyone. Everyone says, 

2 May God give him bountiful reward’. 


When | inquired from Wisdom the date of the year of this gateway of mercy 
which was constructed throu 


; gh the bounty of that man of saintly quality, it 
aeu said, ‘May the pleasant gateway be wide open before us.’ 
A T ronogram contained in the last hemistich yields the date A.H. 981 (1573-74 
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Ill. INSCRIPTION DATED A.H. 981 


The third inscription measuring 140 by 1.20 metre is also built into the wall 
above the arch of the western gateway.'° It comprises seven Persian verses which 
are engraved in relief in fourteen beautifully designed panels arranged in seven lines. 
The top line contains two verses segmented into four panels. The style of writing of 
this record is as usual Nasta'liq. There are a couple of orthographical errors in the 
text. The text records that a gateway in Chunar (fort) towards-western side was 
constructed in the reign of Akbar by Muhammad Sharif Khan in A.H. 981 (1 573-74 
A.D.) The date is also givenin a chronogram which is contained in the last hemistich 
of the text. : 


~ 













aardt SEL oio ALF isde 
Afr, drogi 
Wrei os e A Ua 
MIs Piss 3S bi dh (tee 
WE ioo yddes gi 
n nifo S J L- yd ogh fe 
Wht WE AP 1 Nar 


Translation 


1) In the time of Jalalu’d-Din Muhammad Akbar, a good-looking lofty gateway 
was constructed in nine hundred and eighty and one, from the Migration of 
the Prophet, at the command of Great God. 

2) During the reign of the victorious king, Akbar, the distinguished kings are his 


wardens. 

3) From among the members of his government, one who is having the wis- 
dom and sagacity like Ayaz, becomes a governor. 

4) How excellent is the just Muhammad Sharif Khan who opened the gate of 


bounty for the public. 
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5) He constructed in Chunar, a gateway whose summit as said secretly, is at 
the sublime of sky. 
6) When | sought its date from Wisdom, it said, ‘The gate of victory faces 
towards the Qibla (i.e. west)’ ; 
IV. INSCRIPTION DATED A.H. 981- 


The fourth and the last inscription of the group is fixed above the arch of the 
eastern face of the western gate." Itis inscribed on a tablet measuring 1.40 m. by 
95 cm. and contains a three-line text in Persian verse executed in relief in Nasta'liq 
characters. It records the construction of the gate in A.H. 981 (1573-74 A.D.) Inci- 
dently, the names of emperor Akbar and the builder are not mentioned in the text. 

TEXT 


m7? we BA WS, Sour Oe See ee S RRS 
A T coy, T U» Jy or] et 7h [di (r) iE SN : 





Translation 
1) This gateway is similar to that of the Paradise in grace and excellence. 
2) The reward forits builderis Heaven. He achieved that which he wanted to gain. 
3) 


When | sought the date from the wisdom, it said ‘the builder has emerged 
from the gate of paradise.’ 
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WARNING AGAINST BRITISH DOMINATION 
Construction of a Bishrant at Kampil, Farukhabad. 


| had visited a number of places in Farrukhabad district in 1977. An interest- 
ing Persian inscription was disovered & copied. It is to be noted that this inscription 
from Bishrant at Kampil provides significant informations about various officials, 
their postings and name of a poet etc. Then Kampil was under the Nawabs of 
Farrukhabad. This inscription dated A.H. 1214 (1799-1800 A.D.), represents the 
Mughal ruler Shah Alam II of Delhi. The same has been listed at D.No. 124 of Annual 
Report on Indian Epigraphy 1977-78. It records the construction of a Rest-House 
(Bishrant, i.e. Vishrant) on the bank of the sacred river Ganges (Ganga) for the 
benefit of the people who came for the holy dip, by Rai Nahml Das son of Lala Khub 
Chand, the Superintendent (Nazim). The builder was born at the town (qasba) K[or 
G] odhnahr and was a high revenue official under Aminu’d-Daula, the Deputy or 
Chief Minister (Na'ib) in the time of (Nawwab) Nasir Jang Bangash, the Vicerory 
(Na'ib) of the Mughal emperor. The epigraph also states that by inis time the British 
had established their hold on India. It further states that the Rai Sahib, in compliance 
Wii the order of Gangaji (the Ganges) to provide a suitable place to people, great 
and small, coming for a dip before worship, constructed it under the supervision of 
Barguzar Parshad, Mul Chand, Fagiru’llah and ‘Ibadu'llah of Kunwarpur and under 
the overall superintendence of Ramganga Sahib, Also seems to compare this ‘ex- 
cellent Tirath with other holy places Dwarika, Kashi, Ajodhya, Prag (Prayag i.e. 
Allahabad), and Mathura. The text was composed by ‘Azzizu'llah (with the poetical 
name) ‘Asi, the Qadizada of Shamsabad. (AREp. 1977-78) 


TWO PERSIAN INSCRIPTIONS FROM KOTRA, JALAUN DISTRICT. (U.P. 


| had visited Kotra in Jalaun District of U.P. in 1978. Then | had met one Qazi 
Hayat Mohammad who was residing in Qaziyana mahalla of Kotla. Being a member 
of Qazi family, he had preserved two Persian inscriptional slabs of Qaziyana Masjid 
which was under reconstruction. | had also visited the said mosque. These inscrip- 
tions are very informative, representing the ruler Shahjahan. The dates given in Hijri 
year is 1059 (1649 A.D.) & the text in Persian verse executed in Nastaliq characters 
is good. The details of Persian inscriptions are given below. 
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1) States that in the reign of the emperor of Hindustan at the time of (when the 
place was held in jagir by) the late Sayyid Chawan and his son Sayyid Wali, 
the Kotwal of the city, Qadi Ibrahim, a Sayyid, constructed a mosque. Com- 
posed by Shah Muhammad the Secretary (Munshi) to ‘Abdullah Khan Firuz 
Jang. 

2) States that in the reign of the emperor of Hindustan at the time of (when the 
place was held in jagir by) the late Sayyid Chawan and his son Sayyid Wali, 
the Kotwal of the city, Qadi Ibrahim, a Sayyid, constructed a mosque. Com- 
posed by Shah Muhammad the Secretary (Munshi) to ‘Abdullah Khan Firuz 
Jang. Except that only the title of ‘Abdullah Khan is given. 

It is to be noted that the emperor Shahjahan is referred to in the text as of 
Hindustan i.e. India. By these inscriptions we come to know that kotra or the region 
was previously a Jagir of Late Sayyid Chawan & his son Sayyid Wali. Qazi family 
member i.e. Qazi Ibrahim’s status is also given that he was the kotwal of the place 
and builder of the mosque and the said mosque Is known as Qazi Masjid. Abdullah 
Khan Firoz Jang, a high official had his secretary or Munshi who’se name is avail- 
able in the record as Shah Mohammad who had composed the text of the available 


insriptions. The salient features of these inscriptions are that Kotra was a place of 
great importance. 


CISTERN & GARDEN ETC AT SINJHAULI & TAJPUR POPULATED 
Lorepur Dist. Faizabad U.P. 


Bilingual inscription of Firuz Shah Tughluq, Lorepur, District Faizabad. - 
Dated AH 782 (1380-81 AD), this bilingual inscription records that one Taj Farid (?) 
rehabilitated the town Sanjholi (or Sinjhauli) which was lying desolate, constructed a 
tomb, a cistern and laid out a garden around it and planted fruitbearing trees. The 
record further furnishes the information that all the land in the viinity of the town 
Sanjholi belonged to Daulat Shah who constructed mosques, wells, cisterns, a tomb 
for himself, and laid out gardens in different plots of land and also excavated the 
canal in the twenty-four bighas of land which was his property and named it Qadi 
Badh. He also populated the village (name not legible) and named it Tajpur. Daulat 
Shah endowed the revenue of the whole land after the payment of ‘Ushr-i-Doabi’ tax 
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as levied on land in the provinces of Doab) for meeting the expenditure on repairs of 

mosques, wells, cisterns, tombs as also on food for the.Imams, muezzins, carpet 
| spreaders on oil for lamps and carpets. The epigraph written by Ilyas bears another 
| date viz. AH 783 (1381 AD) which is probably the date of setting up of the slab. 
| (AREp., 1982-83 D) 


APPOINTMENT OF MUFTI 


Razi Nama, Sambhal, District Moradabad. - This document is a joint repre- 
sentation to the Mughal emperor from the Muslims of Sambhal which records that 
Muhammad Iwaz and the entire muslims of the city of Sambhal have agreed that 
since Sheikh Muhammad Azam and Shaikh Muhammad Kazim were very learned 
and pious persons, the assignment of Mufti of the area be confirmed on them. The 
document is important as it bears the seals and signatures of the local eminent 
persons and highlights the importance of local pepole in matters of such appoint- 
ments by the Mughal emperors. The document also contains the signature of 
Muhammad Afzal, the imam of the Jami Masjid at Sambhal. This Razi Nama bears 
the the symbols of signatures of Nimatullah mihtar-i-mimaran (Leader) of or chief of 
the architects, Daud, Sarudgaran (musician), Ashraf, mihtar-i-bafan (chief of the 

| weavers), jauhar, mihtar-i-Kamangaran (chief of the bow makers), Madan, mihtar- 
| tabakhan (chief of the cooks), Khalu, mihtar-i-hammaman (chief of the bath givers), 

(name illegible) mihtar-i-Kalalan (chief of the manufacturers and sellers of utensils). 
_ + The seal of Muhammad Iwaz bears the date AH 1095 (AD 1683-84) which falls 
during the reign of Aurangzeb. (IA 1982-83, 129). 


| IMPORTANT INSCRIPTIONS OF UTTAR PRADESH 





In the Epigraphical Survey, majority of the inscriptions have come to light 
from Uttar Pradesh. These inscriptions have been listed in the Annual Report on 
Indian Epigraphy for 1952-53 onwards. These findings have also been highlighted in 
the Indian. Archaeology A Review-till 1998-99. These documented inscriptions are 
a part of our history, culture & society etc. Hence, summary of such inscriptions as 
Per year is as below. 
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KANAUJ, TOMB OF BALAPIR 1647 A.D. 

Miscellaneous Inscriptions, Districts Farrukhabad - An epigraph from Kanauj 
records the construction of the tomb of the saint Shaikh Kabir Bala Pir during the 
governorship of Nawwab Bahadur Khan, son of Darya Khan Da’audzai. Though not 
dated, it was evidently inscribed in A.H. 1057 (A.D: 1647-48) as per the date of 
another contemporary record at the same place. A record from Akbarpur records 
the construction of a mosque in A.H. 1071 (A.D. 1660-61) by Muhammad Ja'far al- 
Husaini-al-Mazandarani, entitled Sa’adat Khan, and warns against its misuse. (IA 
1963-64 p. 81) 


AKBARPUR BRIDGE 1569 A.D. 


Inscriptions of the Mughals, Districts Faizabad, An inscription of Akbar’s 
time from Akbarpur, District Faizabad records the construction of a bridge and a 
mosque by Muhammad Muhsin Khan in the year A.H. 977 (A.D. 1569-70) during the 


governorship of Muhammad Mun’im Khan. According to another inscription, the same 
bridge was remodelled in A.H. 1311 (A.D. 1894). 


KAPILDHARA, TANK 1655 A.D. 


g 


Three extremely important inscriptions of Shah Jahan were discovered at 
Kapiladhara, District Varanasi. They are bilingual and are dated in the year A.H. 
1065 (A.D. 1655). One of them records that a tank was excavated by (the brothers) 
Siwap (Sivappa) Nayak and Venkatap (Venkatappa) Nayak, servants (fidwi) of the 
emperor Shah Jahan. Their genealogy is : sons of Sindap (Siddhappa) Nayak, son 
of Sankan (Samkana) Nayak alias Bain Raja of Karnatak. These records thus pro- 
vide very valuable information, not found anywhere, indicating that these grandees, 


who belonged to the Nayaka familya of Ikkeri, had accepted at least the vassalage, 
If not service of the Mughal emperor. 


KANAUJ, GATE OF BALAPIR 1665 A.D. 


Among the records of Aurangzeb, two from Kanauj assigns the construc 


a § 
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-tion of a mosque to Khalifa Shu’aib Qadiri in A.H. 1074 (A.D. 1663-64). Another 
from the same place states that Mahmud Khan, son of Salim Khan Tarin, con- 


- structed in A.H.1076 (A.D.1665-66) the gate of the dargah of the famous saint Shaikh 


Kabir Bala Pir. A third, also from Kanauj, states that the saint Muhammad Mahadi 
constructed the gate of the tomb of his father Shaikh Kabir Bala Pir with the help of 
Nawwab Diler Khan a, son of Darya Khan Ghoriya-Khail Da’udzai,in A.H. 1081 
(A.D.1670-71) the mason’s name is given in the text as Chhinka. (IA 1963-64 p. 82) 

Inscriptions of the Sharqis, District Farrukaahabad - A badly-damaged 
inscription of Ibrahim Shah from Kanauj assigns the construction of a lofty mosque 
to the king in A.H. 829 (A.D. 1426). A record of the reign of Husain Shah, from 
Rajgirhar, states that in A.H. 870 (A.D. 1465), the arched entrance (taq) of the tomb 
of the saint Shaikh Akhi Jamshid was constructed by Buddhan, son of Qutb Nur; its 
text is composed by the builder and written by ‘Alam Mir. (IA 1963-64 p. 82) 


CITY OF ZAFARABAD 1321 A.D. 


Inscription of the Tughlugs, District Jaunpur- This interesting inscription from 
Zafarabad, District-Jaunpur, has been noticed more than once, but only incorrectly 
and incompletely. It records the construction of the fort (hisar) and designation of 
the newly-fortified city as Zafarabad by Malik Malin A.H. 721 (A.D. 1321), during the 
reign of Ghiyathu’d-Din Tughluq Shah. (IA 1963-64 p. 82) 





TALBHAT INSCRIPTION 1405 A.D. 


Inscription of the Malwa Kings, District Jhansi - An epigraph from Talbhat. 
District Jhansi, records the construction of a mosque in A.H. 807 (A.D. 1405) by 
Dilawar Khan whose full name and titles are given as : Shamsu’d-Daulatwa’d-Din 
‘Amid, son of Da’ud Ghori. (IA 1963-64 p. 82) 


ERACHH RECORD 1408 A.D. 
Inscription of a Kalpi Ruler, Dist. Jnansi-An interesting epigraph from Erachh, 
District Jhansi, composed by one Mubarak, records the during his iqta’-’dari, Junaid 
Khan, the brother as well as prime minister of the king Mahmud Shah, reconstructed 
a magnificant mosque at the suggestion of Qadi Diyau’d-Din, his deputy as well as 


125 








Glimpses of Indian History & Culture Dr. M. Yaseen Quddusi 


minister, in the year A.H. 811 (A.D. 1408). This epigraph has been wrongly assigned 
to Mahmud Shah of the Tughluq dynasty by scholars in the past (IA 1963-64). 


BULANDSHAHR, MUHAMMAD BIN SAM OR SUCCESSOR’S RECORD 
— L BE AEE VR 


Early Inscriptions, District Bulandshahr - About a score of fragmentary in- 
scribed slabs, embedded into the wall of the ‘Idgah at Bulandshahr, were found to 
refer to the reign of a king, who appears, from the few titles that have survived and 
on palaeographical ground, to be either Muhammad bin Sam or one of his two suc- 
cessors in India. (IA 1965-66 p. 75) 


BULANDSHAHR, RECORD OF ALAUDDIN KHALJI 1311 A.D. 
| 


Inscription of ‘Alau’d-Din Khalji, District Bulandshahr - An unpubshed record 
of ‘Alau’d-Din Khalji from Bulandshahr assigns the construction of a mosque inA.H. 
710 (A.d. 1311) to Muhammad, son of Muhammad entitled Jalal who was secretary 


(muharrir) to Mahmud son of Muhammad Sultani, the kutwal of the place. (IA 1962- 
63 p. 61) 


DALMAU IDGAH 1357-58 A.D. 
| Inscriptions of the Tughluqs - A record from Dalmau in Rae Bareli District 
assigns the construction of a namazgah (i.e. ‘idgah) to Maliku’sh-Sharg Taju’d-Din 
in A.H. 759 (A.D. 1357-58), during the reign of Firuz Shah. Fort mosque Jaunpur 
1360 A.D. The well-known Jaunpur inscription of the same monarch, from the 
mosque inside the fort, has been found, on examination, to contain A.H. 761 (A.D. 
1360) as the date of its construction by Firuz Tughluq’s brother Ibrahim, who was 


the deputy Head Chamberlain. The date was wrongly read by previous scholars 


ETEN A. Cunningham and H. Blockmann as A.H. 778 (A.D. 1377). IA 1965-66 p. 


AGRA, MOSQUE OF RUKNUDDIN 1521 A.D. 


Lodi Inscriptions, District Agra - An inscription of Ibrahim Lodi was found at 
a which assigns the construction of a mosque in A.H. 927 (A.D. 1521) to Ruknua’d 
n Mardan Shan of Zafarabad, a servant of Majlis-i-’Ali Zafar Khan alias Miyan Makan. 
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AGRA, WELL OF HUSAIN 1537 A.D. > 
Inscription of the Surs, District Agra - A partly-obliterated epigraph, also from 
Agra, seems to refer to the construction of a well by Husain, in the name of the saint 
‘Alau’l-Haqg in A.H. 954 (A.D. 1537-38), during the reign of Islam Shah. 
KACHPURA MOSQUE BY THE ORDER OF HUMAYUN 
Inscriptions of the Mughals, Districts Agra - Two inscriptions from Kachpura, 


near Agra, composed and written by the celebrated enigmatist, Shihab-i-Mu’ammai, 
record the completion of a mosque by the orders of Humayun and through the 


+ efforts of the well-known literary figure and historian, Zain-Khwafi. The earliest in- 


scription of Akbar knwon so far from Agra, records the construction of a mosque in 
A.H. 968 (A.D. 1560-61) by the faujdar-i-khass, Ikhtiyar Khan, son of Shihabu'd-Din. 
Sarai Akbarabad mosque 1579 A.D. One Nawwab Amin Khan is mentioned in a 
damaged record of Akbar dated A.H. 987 (A.D. 1579-80), from Sarai-Akbarabad, in 
Bara Banki District, at the builder of a mosque. Makanpur well. A fragmentary record 
of the same emperor from Makanpur, in Rae bareli District, mentions Maliku’sh- 


- Sharq, son of Jalal Quraishi, who had excavated a well. (IA 1965-66 p. 74) 





SHERPUR RECORD OF AKBAR DATED 1555 A.D. 


An inscription of Akbar, now found at Sherpur in Moradabad District, but 
Originally from Azampur nearby, assigns the construction of Jami’ mosque to 
Kamalu’llah ‘Alam in A.H. 963 (A.D. 1555-56). It will be seen that itis dated in the first 
year of the emperor’s reign. Kalpi Record dated 1562 A.D. Another epigraph of the 
Same emperor, from Kalpi in District Jalaun, assigns the construction in A.H. 970 
(A.D. 1562) of a tomb, to Nawwab Nasir’ Ali Sultan. Azampur Record dated 1577 
A.D. Another record of Akbar, from Azampur in Moradabad-District registers A.H. 
985 (A.D. 1577-78) as the date of the death of Talib Khan, who is dscribed a benevo- 
lent governor. Bareilly Record dated 1579 A.D. An inscription from Mirza’i-Masjid at 
Bareilly records that the mosque was built by the famous Hakim ‘Ainu’l-Mulk Shirazi 
in A.H. 987 (A.D. 1579-80), at the instance of emperor Akbar. (1964-65 p. 49) á 
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‘RECORD OF JAHANGIR FROM KALPI 1607 A.D. 





An epigraph of Jahangir, from Kalpi, states that a mosque and a well were 
constructed in A.H. 1015 (A.D. a1606-07) by Khawaja Yadgar, son of Khwaja Mas’ud 
Naqshbandi. The builder appears to be a brother of the more celebrated ‘Abudu'llah 
Khan Firuz Jang of Jahangir’s court. (IA 1964-65 p. 69) 


RECORD OF SHAHJAHAN FROM MAKANPUR 1641 A.D. (KANPUR DIST.) 


An epigraph from Makanpur states that Bahadur Khan, a celebrated official 
of Shah Jahan, built a rest-house in the shrine of Shah Madar in A.H. 1051 (A.D. 
1641-42). According to another record from the same place, this nobleman con- 


structed another building, now housing a maktab (school), in A.H. 1057 (A.D. 1647- 
48). (IA 1964-65 p. 69) 


KALPI INCHARGE SHAIKH GHAFUR, 1670 A.D. 
ae. >? OY AD, 


epigraphs from Rasulpur in Kanpur District, state that: 
mosque in A.H. 1102 (A.D. 1690-91 


the old name of Rasulpur. (IA 1964-65 p. 69) 
TOM 


B INSCRIPTION OF MAMLUK PERIOD FROM BILHAUR 


; Inscritpion of the Mamluks, District Kanpur - A new, but fragmentary 
Epigraph, of the Mamluk period is inscribed on the stone-beam of the hazira at 


Bilhaur It assigns the construction of an ‘auspicious edifice’-evidently the tomb on 
which it is found, to the Sultan. (IA 1964-65 p. 69) 


CONSTRUCTION WORK AT SHAH MADAR’S TOMB, MAKANPUR 


À Miscellaneous Inscriptions, District Kanpur - An inscription from Makanpur 
Se sat a gateway in the tomb of Shah Madar was constructed by Muhammad 
am Madari in A.H. 859 (A.D. 1455). According to another epigraph, dated A.H. 


Arne 


nacre 
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873 (A.D. 1468), from the same tomb, one more gateway was erected by Amir 
Muhammad al-Hirewi who describes himself as a devout disciple of the saint. One 
more inscription from Makanpur records A.H. 986 (A.D. 1578-79) as the date of the 
completion of a bridge built by Shaham Khan (presumably Shaham Khan Jalair of 
Akbar’s court). (IA 1964-65 p. 69) 


RECORD OF ALAUDDIN KHALJI FROM PATIALI (ETAH) 


Khalji Inscription, District Etah - This fragementary inscription of ‘Alau’d- 
Din Khalji was found at Patiali. Its extant text contains, apart from the name and 
titles of the king, the name of Abu Bakr (son of) Ahmad (son of) ‘Al. 


INSCRIPTION OF HUMAYUN REIGN FROM BARNAWA 





A new record of emperor Humayun, from Barnawa, District Meerut, records 
the construction of a mosque by Jahangir Quli, son of Ibrahim Baig, through the 
efforts of Muhammad Quili, in A.H. 945 (A.D. 1538-39). 


EXCAVATION OF A WELL AT PATIALI DATED 1595 A.D. 





At Patiali was found an inscription of the time of Akbar, recording the excava- 
tion of a well in A.H. 1004 (A.D. 1595-96) by Mirza Muhammad Yusuf, son of the late 
Nawwab Muhammad Husain Khan, the work having been supervised by Khushhal. 
(IA 1967-68 p. 61) 


BATTLE AT KAKWAN 1250 A.D. 

Miscellaneous Inscriptions, Districts Etah - A group of damaged or fragmen- 
tary epitaphs of sufficient historical interest, were found at Bilram, District Etah. The 
first of these comprising. Persian verses, a few of which can be considered to 
Provide a specimen of the thirteenth centruy Persian poetry in India, furnishes the 
interesting information that the deceased Nasiru’d-Din Muhammad, son of Mahmud 
Ghaznavi, died as martyr in a battle fought at Kakwan vilalge in the Qanauj (Kanaul) 
territory in A.H. 647 (A.D. 1250). According to another epitaph, one Rashid, son at 
Mas’ud, son of Khudadad, was, likewise, killed ‘in the path of Allaha’ in A.H. GSS 
(A.D. 1259-60). The third epitaph records the demise of the great Amir ‘tzzu COM 
Yusuf, son of Salar, which took place in A.H. 683 (A.D. 1284). The fourth one owes 
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A.H. 690 (A.D. 1291) as the date of the martyrdom of some one (name is lost) who 
also got killed ‘in the path of Allah’. l 

According to the fifth epitaph, another person to die a martyr's death, was 
Mafkharu’l-Umara Shihabu’d-Din Khalid, son of Abu Bakr Durmishi who was killed 
in the fort of Chandwar in A.H. 703 (A.D. 1303). Of the two more epitaphs which 
have lost their dates, but are evidently contemporary with the above, only one records 
some names-the deceased’s name is lost, but the name of his father or grandfather 
is Hindu viz. Niranjan, which shows that he was a convert. l 

An inscription from Sikandrabad, District Bulandshahr, assigns the con- 
struction of a mosque to a saintly personage Shaikh Husain, ‘the pole-star of his 
time’ in A.H. 972 (A.D. 1564-65). is 

An undated inscription from Pihani, District Hardoi, records the name of 
the wife of Nizam, called Murtada Khan, son of Sadr-i- Jahan, a well-known person- 
ality of the time of Akbar; it was Khuban. 


According to another record from the same place, Murtada Khan built the 


tomb of his father in A.H. 1057 (A.D. 1647-48). 

The third record from the same place records the construction of the tomb 
of a lady-either his wife or mother in A.H. 1068 (A.D. 1657-58). 

An undated inscription, from Baisuma, District Meerut, assignable to the 
fifteenth or sixteenth century on paleographical grounds, states that the recovery- 
accountants of the tombs (for which endowments must have existed) were Mujahid 


Khan Tarin, Miyan Karamu'llah son of Gopal Mahar (again a convert) and Askaran 
Kayath, the clerks. (IA 1967-68 p. 61). 


SUR INSCRIPTION, DISTRICT MUZAFFARNAGAR 

An inscription of Islam Shah from Kairana assigns the construction of a 
mosque to Shaikh Harun, son of Shaikh Haji Harmi, in A.H. 958 (A.D. 1551); it was 
inscribed by Abdullah, son of Abdul-Aziz, Mufti of the qasba. A new but damaged, 


inscription of Muhammad Shah from the same place records the construction of a 
mosque by Shaikh Makan(?), son of Khwaja (). i i IA 
1967-68 p.60). (?) hwaja (?), in A.H. 961 (A.D. 1553-54). ( 


INSCRIPTION, DISTRICT MUZAFFARNAGAR 


Inscription, District Muzaffarna 
that Sahib Sultan, the mother of Shai 
1617-18). For meeti = 
the lamp and carpe 
ee Peon acon 5 well as from sixty-seven pucca-bighas of land of 
menena r e Ta ed six shops for the allowance of the attendants of 


ca 
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INSCRIPTIONS OF THE MUGHALS SAHARANPUR DIST 
INSCRIF TIONS OF THE MUGHALS SAHARANPUR DIST. 


An inscription of Humayun from Ambahta (District Saharanpur), dated A.H 
940 (A.D. 1533-34), records the name of Ali, son of Hasan Qushbegi, who was 
perhaps the builder of the mosque on which it appears. 

Another inscription, also of Humayun, from the same place, assigns the 
construction of a mosque to Hasan Gachgar in A.H. 942 (A.D. 1535-36). 

An inscriptin of Akbar from Gangoh in the same district, attributes the con- 
struction of a mosque to Darwish Muhammad, son of Shah Muhammad, who is 
designated as the Mir-i-barr (commander of land-forces of the king). 

Another inscription of the same emperor from Deoband (District 
Saharanpur) names Mirza Baig, son of Khwaja Muhib Ali, the Bakhshi, as having 
strived for and supervised the construction of a mosque in A.H. 965 (A.D. 1557). 

An inscription of Jahangir from Gangoh assigns the construction of a mosque 
to Shaikah Abdul-Basit in A.H. 1034 (A.D. 1624-25). 

An inscription of Shah Jahan, dated A.H. 1040 (A.D. 1630-31), from Kairana, 
records the construction of a mosque by Padmawati who is described as ‘Maryam 
(Mary) of the age and Rabia Basri (a pious lady of renown) of the time’. 

Another inscription of the same emperor from the same place assigns the 
construction of a mosque to Shaikh Nasib in A.H. 1062 (A.D. 1651-52). 

An inscription of Aurangzeb from Deoband records that a Jami mosque 
was constructed by Abdul-Maali al-Uthmani through the efforts of Jahangir Quli Khan, 
the Faujdar, inA.H. 1078 (A.D. 1667-68). 

Another inscription of the same emperor from Thana Bhawan (District 
Muzaffarnagar) assigns the erection of the mosque of Shaikh Ahmad in A.H. 1114 
(A.D. 1702-03). oe 

One more inscription of the same emperor from Sakrauda (District 
Saharanpur) records that the mausoleum of the local saint Hadrat Shah Sayyid 
Ruknud-Din, popularly known as Shah Nachchan was constructed through the ef- 
forts of the local Zamindar, namly Khan Muhammad, in A.H. 1118 (A.D. 1706) (IA 
1967-68 p. 61) 


LODI INSCRIPTION, DISTRICT SAHARANPUR 


ee t la d kia a e E E E EE 


__ Aninscription of Sikandar Lodi from Deoband assigns the construction of a 
Jami mosque to Miyan Firuz, son of Malik Muhammad, Afghan, in A.H. 916 (A.D. 
1510). (IA 1967-68 p. 61) 


MISCELLANEOUS INSCRIPTIONS, DISTRICTS AGRA 


Allahabad, Barabanki, Lucknow, Pratapgarh and Rae Bareli -A number 
a fragmentary epigraphs assignable on palaeographical grounds to the 13th-15th 
centuries were found at Kara. An inscription dated A.H. 818 (A.D. 1415), found at 





Glimpses of Indian History & Culture Dr. M. Yaseen Quddusi 
‘CET SSDS oe ae Se et oes Ee san eee 


Dewa, District Barabanki, records the construction of a mosque by Malik Tuti. Four 
epigraphs, found at Shahpur, District Pratapgarh, record the construction of a mosque 
- dedicated to Miran Sayyid Muhiyud-Din Qutb Muhammad Khuda i Qadiri, by 

Humayaun Khan-i-Khanan Qadiri, in A.H. 972 (A.D. 1665). Another Inscription from 
the same place, giving the latter’s full name as Miyan Humayun Khan-Khanan Qadiri 
Farmuli, describes how he brought, in A.H.977 (A.D. 1569-70), the Holy Foot -Print 
of the Prophet Muhammad from Shergarh and placed it in the mosque dedicated to 
the afore-mentioned saint. 3 

An epitaph, dated A.H. 980 (A.D. 1580-81), found at Kakori, District Lucknow, 
records the death of Ya’qub Sultan. å 

Another epitaph, found Churyari, District Agra, supplies the interesting in- 
formation that a brave warrior Muhammad Yar died in Kashmir in A.H. 994 (A.D. 
1586). An epitaph, dated A.H. 1037, (A.D. 1627-28), of Khwaja Daulat, a saint ‘who 
was matchless in his time’, was found at Kakori. 

Another epitaph, from Amethi, gives A.H. 1040 (A.D. 1630-31) as the date 
of the demise of the saintly Shaikh ‘Abdu'l-Halim. An epigraph, from the same place, 
recording the construction of a mosque by Khairu’n-Nisa, inA.H. 1040 (A.D. 1630- 
31), states that the builder, better known as Makhaduma-i-Jahan alias Khubhi, had 
endowed half of the land she inherited, for the expenses of the mosque and the 
other half for arranging propitiatory prayers. 

An epigraph, found at Allahabad, records the construction of mosque in 
A.H. 1051 (A.D. 1641-42) by Khwaja Sadiq. 

Two epigraphs, found at Shahzadpur, in the same District, record the con- 


struction of a mosque in A.H. 1054 (A.D. 1644-45) carried out at the instance of 
Sayyid Muhammad Ashraf Mirza, under the 


Supervisor being Muhammad Sharif. | 


An epitaph, dated A.H. 1068 (A.D. 1657-58), found at Daranagar, in the 
same District, refers to 


the martyrdom, which took in Bi id 
Faidu'llah. y place at Arwa (in Bihar), of Sayy 
ae A Pior apn ro Jais, District Rae Bareli, records in chronograpm com- 
usani, the construction of a mos h in kl 
1085 (A.D. 167 4-75). que by Shaikh ‘Abdul Karim in A 


An inscription, found at Allahabad, com n ; isai 
records the demise of Gul Muhammad and sean roel Gey lel 


tank and a tomb with a garden for his merit by his wife in A.H. 1160 (A.D. 1747). 


the death of Aqa Muhammad Rabi’ son of Aga | i 5 
Khunsari (i.e. of Khusar in Iran). | qa Muhammad Radi, son of Aqa Hussai 


A fragmentary epigraph, found at Allahabad assiqnable on nalaeaanranhic 


grounds to the eighteenth century, records the endowment of four bighas of land for 
a mosque and a garden. (IA 1969-70 p. 54). 


INSCRIPTION OF THE MAMLUKS, DISTRICT ALLAHABAD - A 
FRAGEMENTARY EPIGRAPH OF QUTBUD-DIN AIBEK WAS FOUND 
ETILA ET AN ogee AT KARA ET: 


INSCRIPTION OF THE KHALJIS, DISTRICT ALLAHABAD 
A unique but slight fragmentary inscription was discovered on a pillar lying in 
the Allahabad Museum. It was set up in the reign of Maliku’l-Ma’ali Sikandaru th- 
Thani A (or l) krit Khan Sultan and contains the name of Malaiku’sh-Sharg Amiru'- 
Umara Qa’im Ikrit Khani, who was very probably his deputy in the region (IA 1969-70 
p. 54) 


INSCRIPTIONS OF MUGHALS, DISTRICTS ALLAHABAD 

Lucknow and Unnao- An epigraph of the time of Akbar, found at Amethi, 
District Lucknow, records the death of a renowned saint Shaikh Nizam, and as- 
sicins the construction of his tomb to Tardi Baig Sultan. 

An epigraph of Aurangzeb, found at Rasulabad, District Unnao assigns 
the construction of a mosque in the town of Rasulabad to Azamatullah. 

Another inscription of Aurangzeb, found at Allahabad, records the construc- 
tion of a caravan sarai by Khwaja Abul-Qasim in A.H. 1100 (A.D. 1688-89). 

Another record of Aurangzeb dated A.H. 1109 (A.D. 1697), was found at 
Amethi. 

One more inscription of Aurangzeb found at Kara, is badly damaged; it 
refers to the construction of some edifice in a certain sarkar near the provincial 
Capital of Ilahabad, which took place in A.H. 1114 Vikrama Samvat 1780 (A.D. 1703) 
(IA 1969-70 p. 54) 

An epigraph of Qutbu’d-Din Muhammad Shah ‘Alam I, found at Allahabad, 
records that the old Jami’ mosque was earlier repaired under the orders of Shah 
Jahan Sayyid Zahirud-Din Muhammad Ridawi Bukhari, was lying desolate for some 
time after having been damaged by the non-Muslims, and on a personal represen- 
tation made to the emperor by Sayyid Nasiru’d-Din ‘All, a grandson of the aforesaid 
Sayyid, a royal order was issued in the name of Mir Muhammad Ahsan Khan, the 
Diwan, for its repairs which commenced on the 22nd Dhu'l-Qa’da 1122 (1st Janu- 
ary 1711); atotal amount of rupees two thousand seven hundred was spent on the 
repairs and the supervisor was Khwaja Muhammad Mu'min. (IA 1969-70 p. 54). 
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INSCRIPTION OF THE MUGHALS 
TE TE MUGHALS 


Districts Jaunpur and Pratapgarh - A damaged epigraph of Akbar found 
at Manikpur, District Pratapgarh, assigns the construction of a tomb to Raji Mustafa. 
A known inscription of Shah Jahan, from Jaunpur, dated A.H. 1051 (A.D. 1641 -42) 
has, on re-examination, yielded the name of the builder, Kalbai, and that of the scribe, 
Sultan Sarhindi, who appears to have been a first rate calligrapher. (IA 1970-71 p. 


59) 
MISCELLANEOUS INSCRIPTION, DISTRICTS ALLAHABAD 


District Jaunpur and Pratapgarh - A damaged epigraph found at Manikpur 
(Pratapgarh) records that the demise of Sayyid ‘Nuru’d-Din took place in A.H. 921 
(A.D. 1515-16). Itis in verse and was composed by Shah Haji Hamid. 


An inscription from Jaunpur, recording the date of Shaham Baig’s martyr- 
dom, the date is determined to be A.H. 966 (A.D. 1558-59) and not A.H. 969; also 


chronogram is composed by Sultan, i.e., the celebrated Akbar’s general and gover- 
nor of Jaunpur ‘Ali Quli Khan-i-Zaman. 


not given), and its scribe was 


r Peni found at Jaunpur, assignable to the seventeeth 
rounds, is a fine : A 
record the construction of a tomb. Specimen of calligraphy and seems 


pae 
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A new record found at Allahabad, records the construction of a mosque 
called Masjid-A’zam by Mu’azzam Khan, son of A'zam Khan in A.H. 1118 (A.D. 1706- 
OF). - 

Another new epigraph found at Jaunpur, records that Mir Husain ‘Ali, son of 
Hasan Aqa attaned martyrdom in A.H. 1109 (A.D. 1697-98). 

An epitaph found at Allahabad recording the demise in A.H. 1220 (A.D. 1805) 
of Pusa Bibi, wife of Karamat ‘Ali Khan, grandson of Yasin Khan and daughter of 
Niamat Khan jama’dar, gives interesting details about the father; according to this, 
he originally belonged to Du Hazari, in District Chittagong. She is stated to have died 
while giving birth to a daughter, who is also mentioned as having expired after forty- 
six days. (IA 1969-70 p. 60) 


CONSTRUCTION OF MOSQUE & WELL 1533 A.D., AT QASBA 


A damaged published record of Humayun from Qasba, District Azamgarh, 
has on re-examination yielding more information; it assigns the construction of a 
mosque in A.H. 940 (A.D. 1533-34) to ‘Ata Quli, son of Dust Quli Kabuli, during the 
governorship (?) of Amir Nizamu’d-Din Tardi Baig and further states that Husain, 
son of Yar ‘Ali, who was incharge of the construction, spent four thousand Baburi 
Tankas, constructed the large well on the south and also built a guest house on the 
north of Jami mosque having spent five hundred Tankas from his own pocket. Record 
c! Akbar, from Sarnath, District Varanasi, states that Gobardhan, a house-bom 
slave of the emperor, constructed in A.H. 996 (A.D. 1587-88) a domed building (on 
the Chaukhandi stupa) at the place where the late emperor (i.e. Humayun), in the 
course of his visit to the place, had sat on the throne. 

A record of Jahangir from Varanasi, records the construction of a mosque 
which was responsible for the currency of Islam in Banaras’, by Salih, in A.H. 1027 
(A.D.1617-18); it was composed by Tahir and written by ‘Abdu’sh-Shakur, son of 
‘Abdu’r-Rahim, Raushan-Qalam (Lit. Bright-Pen). 7 

A damaged record of the time of Shah Jahan, from the same place, informs 
that ‘Abdu'l-Latif under orders of Nawwab Qilich Khan, carried out the work of white- 
ee of the mosques of Banaras through Muhammad Mirak (?) in A.H. 1040 

.D. 1630), 

aien record of the same emperor, from Asla, District Varanasi, records 
the construction of some edifice during the governorship of Baqir Khan Najm-i- 
Thani, by Jamshid, son of Khwaja Qasim Quli Qazwini (?) and ends with an impre- 
cation against Hindus and Muslims, who might seek to destory or damage the build- 
ing; its date is lost, 

A record of Farrukh Siyar, from Varanasi, inscribed by Muhammad Zahid, 
assigns the construction of a mosque to Mah Ba'i (?) in A.H. 1125 (A.D. 1713-14). 

An epigraph from the same place of the time of Shah ‘Alam Il, states that 
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A RRES : i ?) a mos uei 

d-Daula ‘Ali Ibrahim Khan, the governor of Banaras, repaired ( que in 
E (A.D. 1783-84), through the help of the Govemor-General Mr. Hashtin (i.e. 
Hastings) Bahadur..(IA 1970-72 p. 64 & 65) 


INSCRIPTION OF THE KHALJIS, DISTRICT VARANASI 
Oe Nee 


A fragmentary record of Qutb’d-Din Mubarak Khalji, found at Varanasi, con- 
tains a part of the date A.H. 7 [18] (A.D. 1318-19) and the name of the king; its fine 
calligraphy is similar to that of the Tughluq epigraphs of Bihar. (IA 1971-72 p. 63) 


INSCRIPTION OF TUGHLUQS, DISTRICT VARANASI 
OSE NO WENN D 


A new record of Firuz Tughluq, from Varanasi, assigns the construction of 
the mosque which took place in A.H. 765 (A.D. 1364) to Husain (son of) Sharaf 


Husaini, for the merit of Sher Khatun, daughter of Malik Nasiru’d-Din, the deceased. 
(IA 1971-72 p. 63) 


INSCRIPTION OF THE EAST INDIA COMPANY, DISTRICT VARANASI 
AT VARANASI 


An epigraph from a mos 
the Committee appointed by the C 


James Prince (?) Bahadur its courtyard with 
-wall on the side of the Ganga, wide staircases, 
tall minarets and the lofty main gate, having been either repaird or constructed in the 
best possible manner. (IA 1971-72 p. 63) 


MISC 


ELLANEOUS INSCRIPTIONS, DISTRICT VARANASI 


written by Mirz3 Muhammad, son of Muham 
record from the same place 


A number of epitaphs were found 
here. 


One records the death which too 
Muhammad Taqi Bek, son of Muha 
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en-name was Hunar. A bilingual epigraph recording the death, which occ i 
A.H. 1265 (A.D. 1848), of Ustad Bakridan Khan, describes him as an experi fie 
nastics. ine 
Another epigraph from the Same place, also a bilingual one, states that the 
grave is of the famous gymanstic expert (IA 1971-72 p. 65) 


MISCELLANEOUS INSCRIPTIONS, AGRA, DISTRICT AGRA 

Miscellaneous Inscriptions, Agra, District Agra - Three more inscriptions in 
excellent Thulth penned by ‘Abdul-Haq entitled Amanat Khan of Shiraz, the famous 
calligrapher of the inscriptions on trie Taj-Mahal, were copied from a mosque in Agra 
city. These were inscribed in A.H. 1045 (A.D. 1635-36) and A.H. 1046 (A.D. 1637). 
These were noticed in Sa'id Ahmad Marehravi, Muraqqa-i-Akbarabad (Agra, 1931, 
p. 120), where the second date was read was as A.H. 1026 (A.D. 1617). 

In another published epigraph from the same place, recording the setting up 
of the foot-print of Prophet Muhammad by Khidmat Khan (Proceedings of the Asi- 
atic Society of Bengal, 1874, p. 162), the date was found to be A.H. 1044 (A.D. 
1634-35). 

An epitaph from Agra records the death of Mughal Baig Khan in A.H. 1213 
(A.D. 1798-99). It also names Mu’azzam as the composer of the record. (IA 1975- 
76 p. 69) 


FOUNDATION INSCRIPTION, BIJNOR, DISTRICT BIJNOR 


The inscription states that the mosque founded by Najib Khan Bahadur was 
completed under the supervision of Ghairat Khan under the former’s orders in A.H. 
1181 (A.D. 1767-68). (IA 1975-76 p. 69) ppr 
' Foundation Inscription, Chandpur, District Bijnor-It records the construc- 
tion of a mosque in A.H. 968 (A.D. 1560-61) by Haji Muhammad Shah. 

Metrical Inscription, Jahanabad, District Bijnor-A metrical inscription com- 
posed by Wasli furnishes the date of completion of the tomb of Nawwab Sayyid 
(name not given) in A.H. 1057 (A.D. 1647) (IA 1975-76 p. 70) 


INSCRIPTION OF SHAH ALAM I'S TIME, JALESAR, DISTRICT ETAH 


irza ‘ i f Mirza ‘Aziz Baig 
The record places the death of Mirza ‘Ashur Baig, son O 
Ghaznavi, a native of village Khundadad, in A.H. 1198 (A.D. 1784). 


MISCELLANEOUS INSCRIPTIONS JALESAR, DISTRICT ETAH 


ae: istrict Etah-According to a weather- 
Miscellaneous Inscriptions Jalesar, District z aN S saint was DUIN 


beaten inscription found here, the tomb of Miran Sayy! 
137 











Glimpses of Indian History & Culture i ~ Dr. M. Yaseen Quddusi 


A.H. 954 (A.D. 1555) during the governorship of Masnad-i-’Ali Rustam Khan, at the 
instance of Miyan Yahya by Shiqdar of the pargana of Jalesaar whose name is 


illegible except the cognomen Rustam Khani. N 


E 
EPITAPHS OF IRANIAN VISITORS, JALESAR, DISTRICT ETAH 
aE A E A 


A few epitaphs of Iranian visitors or newcomers who died within a few years 
of one another in the last decade of the twelfth century A.H. (A.D. 1778-82) were 
found here. These refer to ‘Iwad Baig Khan Quhjani Karbala’i, resident of Diwan 
Tappe, Mahdi Baig Khan, Muhammad Husain Baig, resident of Shiraz, and Rida 
Quli Khan, a resident of Mashhad, of Karamali clan. | 


FOUNDATION INSCRIPTION, KASGANJ DISTRICT ETAH 
PS ————————— Ne LAA 


another mosque in the Sarai of the town (qasba) of Yaqutganj four years later and 
endowed three bighas of land for its upkeep, 


same place. (IA 1975-76 p. 70) 
INSCRIP 


TION OF AURANGZEB, JAURASI, DISTRICT SAHARANPUR 


It records the completion of a mos ue under the supervision of ‘Inavat. an 
official, in A.H. 1086 (A.D. 1675). à 7 ya 


FOUNDATION INSCRIPTION, PIRAN KALIAR, DISTRICT SAHARANPUR 


According to this record the tomb of Rai Sher Khan. son of Ahmad, was 
constructed under the Supervision of Bashir and mastership of Bhajju carpenter 


(durudgar), anative of Chittora-Sadat, in A.H. 1011 (A.D. 1603). (IA 1975-76 p.70) 
EPITA 


PH AND INSCRIPTION ALIGARH, DISTRICT ALIGARH 


The epitaph records the demis : D. 
1781) and another inscription states SS area Husain Bakhsh in A.H. 1195 (A. 


: that the ‘Idgah which was first constructed by 
Ikhtiyar Khan was reconstructed by Sardar Khan Mewati in A.H. 1211 (A.D.1796-97) 
INSC 


RIPTIONS, KALINJAR, DISTRICT BANDA 


Baia beat ns cription on the Southern entrance of a dilapidated medieval 
Nastalic e Pathar Mahala Mosque inside the fort, runs into six lines in 
astaliq characters and mention ; 


S the name of Sarkar Nawwab Qasim ‘Ali Khan 
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Makki, andis dated A.H.826 (A.D. 1412-13). Another inscription is on the wall of an 
open-air mosque in the fort. 


EPITAPH, MATHURA, DISTRICT MATHURA 


This epitaph is of a person of Iranian domicile, named Abu Talib Baig, an 
inhabitant of Bansham in the vicinity (mahal) of the town of Nishapur.(IA 1976-77p.68) 


DONATIVE INSCRIPTION, BAHRAICH, DISTRICT BAHRAICH 


RNA EY NEON, BNI TT, VIO TINTS TO DANKAN 


Dated A.H. 1198 (A.D. 1783-84), it refers to the endowment of a village as an 
offering to the Dargah (of Amir Mas’ud Salar) for the merit of Bakhshu'llah. 


INSCRIPTION OF THE SURS, DAIPUR, DISTRICT FARRUKHABAD 
The inscription which appears to be arecent copy of an old epigraph, records 
the construction of a mosque of Shergarh (old name Daipur) in A.H. 952 (A.D. 1545- 
46) during the time of Islam Shah, under the supervision of Sayyid Hasan, son of 
Muhammad. 


MOSQUE-INSCRIPTION, DAIPUR, DISTRICT FARRUAKHABAD 





The record assign the construction of a mosque to Kamalaua’d-Din Husain 
in the year A.H. 1147 (A.D. 1734-35). It was inscribed by Muhibbu'llah Rajgiri. 


MISCELLANEOUS INSCRIPTION, KAMPIL, DISTRICT FARRUKHABAD 


It records the name of Nahmal Das Khiradmand Khani and the date A.H. 
1127 (A.D. 1714-15). (IA 1977-78 p. 70). Itis from a rest house. 


MUGHAL INSCRIPTION, KAMPIL, DISTRICT FARRUKHABAD 

A lenathy inscription composed in cumbersome Persian verse refers to the 
reign of Shaha alam i and acari: the construction of a Bishrant (Vishrant) i.e. 
Rest House on the bank of the sacred river in A.H. 1214 (A.D. 1799-1 800) for the 
benefit of the people who came for the holy dip through the joint efforts of ‘Guzarprasad 
Mulchand, Fagirullah and ‘Ibadu'llah and under the overall supervision of Ram Ganga 
Sahib, by Rai Nahmal Das, son of Lala Khubchand, who was born at Gaspa K(or G) 
oadhnahr. The builder was a high revenue official under Aminu dpaua, ue pepy 
(Na'ib) in the time of (Nawwab Nasir Jang Bangash, the Deputy (Na b) 3 t sh ug a 
emperor. It also states that the British had established their holdon ndia. The me 
rical text was composed by ‘Azizu'’llah ‘Asi of the Qadizada family of Sha 
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MOSQUE-INSCRIPTION, KHUDAGANJ, DISTRICT FARRUKHABAD 
- Itrecords the construction of a mosque in A.H. 1152 (A.D. 4739-40) by Yaqut. 


MOSQUE-INSCRIPTION, SHAMSABAD, DISTRICT FARRUKHABAD 
Composed by Rida’i, it assigns the construction of a mosque to Muhammad’ 
Khan in A.H. 1006 (A.D. 1597-98) (IA 1977-78 p. 71) 


y$ 
4; 


EPITAPH, FATEHPUR, DISTRICT FATEHPUR | 


A person of Iranian domicile or origin, Karam Baig, son of Haidar Baig of 
Kirman Shah died in A.D. 1767. | 


MUGHAL INSCRIPTION, HASWA, DISTRICT FATEHPUR 


This record of the time of emperor Shah Jahan refers to the construction of 
an ‘Idgah by Khwaja Ahmad, son of Firuz, son of Mir Husain Chaudhari in A.H. 1051 


(A.D. 1641-42). It also gives the names of the masons responsible for its construc- 
tion, namely Hamid Jalal and Thanai. 


EPITAPH, JAHANABAD (KORA), DISTRICT FATEHPUR 


One of the epitaphs records the death of a person of Iranian domicile or 


origin, Mir Yahya, son of Mir Qiwamu’d-Din Muhammad al-Musawi Nishapuri, who 
died in A.H. (A.D. 1766). 


MUGHAL INSCRIPTIONS, JAHANABAD KORA), DISTRICT FATEHPUR 


Mughal Inscriptions, Jahanabad (Kora), District Fatehpur-An inscription 
of Aurangzeb records the construction of a Jami mosque in A.H. 1079 (A.D. 1668- 
x A Budh, a karori (tax-collector) of the Shiq i.e. Revenue Division (name 
illegible 


A record from Shah ‘Alam |, describes the construction of a mosque to Jauhar 
Khan in the first regnal year corresponding to A.H. 1119 (A.D. 1707) 
Similiarly, an inscription of Ahmad Shah records the construction of a mosque 


by ‘Aja’ib Malzadi with the help of the j E f 
people in the emperor’s fifth regnal year © 
Ahmad Shah (A.D. 1752-53). (IA 1977-78 p. 71) ; HEF 
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MUGHAL INSCRIPTION, GHATAMPUR, DISTRICT KANPUR 


TT ECR AWE URN 


In the forty-eighth regnal year (A.H. 1116 = A.D. 1703-04) of Aurangzeb a 
well was constructed by Ram Singh Kayathi.e. Kayasth), a resident of that village. 


MUGHAL INSCRIPTION, MUSANAGAR, DISTRICT KANPUR 


—— ee eee ENE EN 


A badly-damaged inscription orders to the construction of some edifice (prob- 
ably a mosque) by someone (name lost) in the twenty-eighth regnal year of 
Muhammad Shah corresponding to A.H. 1159 (A.D. 1745). (IA 1977-78 p. 71) 


MUGHAL INSCRIPTIONS, KHERI, DISTRICT KHERI (LAKHIMPUR) 


Belonging to the reign of Shah Jahan, one of the epigraphs refers to the 
erection of a mosque in A.H. 1058 (A.D. 1648) 


AN INSCRIPTION OF AURANGZEB, KHERI 


Records the construction of a mosque in A.H. 1073 (A.D. 1662-63) by a 
person whose name is mentioned as Nihal. (IA 1977-78 p. 71) 


MUGHAL INSCRIPTION, BASI KOTLA, DISTRICT BIJNOR 
Belonging to the reign of Ahmad Shah, it records the construcation of a 


mosque during his third regnal year corresponding to AH 1163 or Fasli year 1158 
(AD 1750). 


MUGHAL INSCRIPTION, DARANAGAR, DISTRICT BIJNOR 


The record refers to the construction of a well inA.H. 1110 (A.D. 1698-99). 
The name of the builder is, however, lost. 


INSCRIPTION OF JAHANGIR’S TIME, BIJNOR, DISTRICT BIJNOR 


Belonging to the time of Jahangir, this metrical inscription records the con- 
struction of a well in A.H. 1024 (AD 1615) by Muhammad Muhsin. 


EPITAPH OF AURANGZEB’S TIME, GHAUSPUR, DISTRICT BIJNOR 


This epitaph of the time of Aurangzeb refers to the death of Arif Ali Shah, 
described as a saintly and learned person, in A.H. 1072 (A.D. 1661-62). 
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AURANGZEB’S INSCRIPTION, KIRATPUR, DISTRICT BIJNOR 


Belonging to Aurangzeb, this inscription refers to the construction of the 
Govemment office building (kachehri) by Raychand Simh, the Zamindar of the town 
(Qasba) of Kiratpur in the regnal year 51 (A.D. 1706-07). 


MISCELLANEOUS INSCRIPTION, NAJIBABAD, DISTRICT BIJNOR 


This inscription records that the tomb of Najibud-Daula, founder of the town 
of Najibabad, who died in A.H. 1184 (A.D. 1770), was damaged during the Maratha 
raids in the year A.H. 1185 (A.D. 17771). It was reconstructed in A.H. 1887 by the 
Government of North-Western Province, the orders having been given by Sir Alferd 
Layal (Alfred Lyall) on the occasion of his visit to Najibabad. (IA 1988-81 p. 85) 


MUGHAL INSCRIPTION, ISLAMNAGAR, DISTRICT BUDAUN 

An inscription referring to the reign of Aurangzeb assigns the construction of 
a mosque and a tomb over the remians of his son Shamsud-Din Muhammad Masum 
to Sadrud-Din Muhammad. It ends with an imprecation that any Muslim of the local- 
ity who would bury the dead in the eastern courtyard of the tomb would incur the 
curse of God and His Messenger (i.e. the Prophet Muhammad). (IA 1980-81 p. 85) 


EPITAPH, MAUAIMA, DISTRICT ALLAHABAD 


A metrical epitaph registers the death of Fayyaz who was Faidi of his time 
ama of his age; its chronogram was composed by Afzal (IA 1982-83 p. 127) 


MISCELLANEOUS INSCRIPTIONS, MAUAIMA, DISTRICT ALLAHABAD 


and All 


= i ] 


gns the construction of a Jami Mosque to Mujahid in 
a 1 eis eO Two more identical. Epigraphs from the same place, 
lon Of a mosque in 1190 z 
record written by Mohd. Yasin (1776-77 A.D.) by Mohd. Danish. On 
TUGHLUQ INSCRIPTION, MAUAIMA, DISTRICT ALLAHABAD 
This is a fra 


mentary i ipti j 3 - 
notha constru g ary Inscription of Ghiyathud-Din Taughluq Shah I, record 


n of a mosque. (IA 1982-83 p. 128) 
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BILINGUAL INSCRIPTION OF FIRUZ SHAH TUGHLUQ. Lo 
DISTRICT FAIZABAD REPUR 


Dated A.H. 782 (1380-81 A.D.) this bilingual inscription records that one Taj 
Farid (?) rehabilitated the town Sanjholi (or Sinjhauli) which was lying desolate, con- 
structed a tomb, a cistern and laid out a garden.around it and planted fruitbearing 
trees. The record further furnishes the information that all the land in the vicinity of 
the town Sanjholi belonged to Daulat Shah who constructed mosques, wells, cis- 
terns, a tomb for himself, and laid out gardens in different plots of land and also 
excavated the canal in the twenty-four bighas of land which was his property and 
named it Qadi Badh. He also populated the village (name not legible) and named it 
Tajpur. Daulat Shah endowed the revenue of the whole land after the payment of 
‘Ushr-i-Doabi’ tax as levied on land in the provinces of Doab) for meeting the expen- 
diture on repairs of mosques, wells, cisterns, tombs as also on food for the Imams, 
muezzins, carpet spreaders on oil for lamps and carpets. The epigraph written by 
llyas bears another date viz. AH 783 (1381 AD) whichis probably the date of setting 
up of the slab. (IA 1982-83 p. 128) 


INSCRIPTIONS OF THE MUGHALS AYODHYA DISTRICT FAIZABAD 


‘An epigraph of the time of Shah Alam II records the construction of a lofty 
mosque in AH 1200 (1785-86 AD) by Amirud-Daula when he became the Naib 
(Deputy) of Wazir-i-Mamlikat Yahya Khan. 

SCRIPTION, AYAODHYA, DISTRICT FAIZABAD 


IN 2 VISUNIL | FACBA 


This inscription states that a mosque was constructed by Zabardast Khan 
during the time of Nawab Wazir Asaf-(ud-Daula) in AH 1207 (AD 1792-93). 


MISCELLANEOUS INSCRIPTIONS, AYODHYA, DISTRICT FAIZABAD 


j j i him 
Two epitaphs records the death of Faridun Khan Birlas and Abdur Ra 
Sultan in AH 1023 (AD 1614-15). According to another epitaph froma the same 
place, Nawab Mirza Mehr Ali Birlas son of Faridum Khan Birlas died in AH 1028 (AD 
1618-19). An epitaph from Ayodhya mentions the demise of Mirza Nur Baig in 


1181 (AD 1767-68). (IA 1982-83 p. 128) 


INSCRIPTION, RASULPUR DARGAH DISTRICT FAIZABAD 


i i t a mosque was constructed 
i An inscription from Rasulpur-Dargah states tha ; 
n the Khangah in A.H. 1067 (1656-57 A.D.) by Shafsiya (IA 1982-83 p. 129) 
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EPIGRAPHS, DILERGANJ, DISTRICT PRATAPGARH 
This damaged epigraph records the construction of a mosque by Taj Khan 
in AH 1023 (AD 1614-15) pe 


MISCELLANEOUS INSCRIPTIONS, MANIKPUR, DISTRICT PRATAPGARH 
mer 

The epitaph written by Mulla Mubarak (son of) Mulla Alam states that Mir 
Tufan won paradise fighting against the infidels. (IA 1982-83 p. 129) © 


MUGHAL INSCRIPTION, MAHABAN, DISTRICT MATHURA 
This epigraph records the construction of a lofty tomb of Chandan Shahid in 
the twenty-second regnal year of Shah Alam II, A.H. 1194 (1780 A.D.) by Agha Baair 
under the supervision of Bhulan-Ali Baig. It also mentions Naththu as the architect. 
The saint died in the same year according to an epitaph found at the same place. 


MISCELLANEOUS INSCRIPTIONS, MAHABAN, DISTRICT MATHURA 

Of the three epitaphs, one records the death of a Muhammad Warith in A.H. 
1110 (A.D. 1698-99). According to another epitaph from the same place, Khuda 
Bakhsh of Qabehag tribe and a resident of Herat (in Afganistan) died in AH 1195 (AD 
1781). Another epitaph from the same place refers to the death in AH 1210 (AD 
1796) of Sayyid ‘Ashur’ Ali. One more inscriptiona from the same place records the 
construction of a mosque in AH1238(AD1822-23)by one Sa’du'llah.(IA1983-84p. 161) 


MUGHAL INSCRIPTIONS, CHUNAR, DISTRICT MIRZAPUR 


ý Three metrical records of Akbar executed in beautiful Nastaliq state that 
uhammad Sharif Khan (Sharifu'd-Din Muhammad) constructed lofty gateway fac- 


Be west in AH 981 (AD 1373-74) for the benefit of inhabitants as well as to repel the 
ih tas The builder is referred to have been a pointed as one of the Khassa- 


MISCELLANEOUS INSCRIPTIONS, CHUNAR DISTRICT MIRZAPUR 
This metrical epitaph records death of a saint | 
ie y person Qasim son of Qadim 

aghan A AH 1016 (AD 1607-08). Its chronogram was composed by Lutfi. An in- 
ption trom the same place records the construction of a building in AH 1038 (AD 


1628-29) by Muhammad Wasit SO i j i 
n of Shaikh Qasim. An other epigraph also from | 
the same place states that the fort along with the buildings within if were repaired in 


AAA 


—_ | 


mi ne ee 
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AH 1197 (AD 1783) at the instance of Nawwab Imadud-Daula Waran (Warren 
Hastings) Bahadur Jalaldat Jang under the supervision of Karnal Wilyam (Colonel 
William Blair) Bahadur Bahram-Jang. (IA 1983-84 p. 161) 


MISCELLANEOUS INSCRIPTIONS, DISTRICT AGRA 

A badly damaged epigraph from Fatehpur records, some construction by 
the slave of the court, named Jamalu’d-Din Khan in AH 1008 (AD 1599-1600). An 
epitaph recording the demise in AH 1210 (AD 1795-96) of a saint , a descendant of 
Faridu’d-Din Ganj Shakar was found at Agra. (IA 1985-86 p. 102) 


INSCRIPTIONS OF THE MUGHALS, DISTRICT GHAZIPUR 


Inscriptions of the Mughals, District Ghazipur - A record of the time of 
shahjahan from Shadiabad states that a mosque was constructed in AH 1061 (AD 
1651) during the governorship of Mirza Bihram, son of Yusuf Khan by Hasan Khan 
(son of) Daulat Khan. A metrical inscription, on three loose pieces of stone, of 
Aurangzeb records the completion of a portico on the bank of a stream in AH 1105 
(AD 1693-94). Its text was written and its chronogram was composed by Yusuf. 
This mosque is at Ghazipur. (IA 1985-86 p. 102) 


MISCELLANEOUS INSCRIPTIONS, DISTRICT HARDOI 


Miscellaneous Inscriptions, District Hardoi - A fragmentary epitaph from 
Bilgram, records probably the death of a person (name not legible) in AH 808 (AD 
1405-06). 

A epitaph from the same place, registers the death of Mihir ‘Ali in AH 1182 
(AD 1768-69). 

A record from Pihani, states that Mir Muhammad Quli constructed the tomb 
(Rauda) of Bibi Kunda in AH 1216 (AD 1801-02). She died according to her epitaph 
at the same place in AH 1215 (AD 1800). } ; i 

A record from Bilgram states that Mehdi ‘Ali Khan who was Shi'a by faith 
constructed the Imam Bara in AH 1223 (AD 1808-09). 

An epigraph from Sandila records constructed the Imam Bara in AH 1223 
(AD 1808-09). An epigraph from Sandila records the construction the mosque and 
the mausoleum of Nihal Shah by Turrabaz Khan in AH 1233 (AD 1817- ). 
According to an inscription from Bilgram, Nithar Husain constructed a well 
INAH 1247 (AD 1831-32). ' 

A bilingual inscription from Bawan, records the construction of a Shivala 
(i.e. a Siva temple) by Asa Ram in AH 1258 (AD 1842-43). An epigraph from Sandila, 
States the Chaudhari Masnad ‘Ali of high lineage laid the foundation of amosque In 
AH 1253 (AD 1837-38), but as he died in AH 1257 (AD 1841-42), the construction of 
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the mosque was complete by Hashmat ‘Ali and ‘Azmat ‘All in AH 1259 (AD 1843). 
According to an epitaph from the same place, Chaudhari ‘Azmat ‘Ali, the 
Ra’is (i.e. Chief) of Sandila died in AH 1265 (AD 1849). rt 
Another epigraph from the same place, records the reconstruction of an old: 
mosque in AH 1276 (AD 1859-60) by Mir Talib Hasan (IA 1985-86 p. 103) 


MUGHAL INSCRIPTION, SAHARANPUR, DISTRICT SAHARANPUR 


This metrical record of Shahjahan refers to the construction of.a Sarai (i.e. 
inn), a bridge and a mosque by Ghaith ‘Ali Baig in AH 1054 (AD 1644-45). 

Miscellaneous Inscriptions, District Saharanpur - An epigraph from Piran 
Kalyar, records the construction of the gate and the compaaound of the tomb by 
Muinu'd-Din Khan in AH 1231 (AD 1815-16). According to the inscription from 
Saharanpur, a mosque and a well were built by Sayyid Muhammad Shah in AH 
1258 (AD 1842-43); its chronogram was composed by Dhaua. 


INSCRIPTIONS OF THE MUGHALS, DISTRICT SHAHJAHANPUR 

Of the two records of Aurangzeb from Kant, one refers to the construction 
of the Khangah (hospice), the mosque, the well and the garden in AH 1079 (AD 
1668-69). The name of the builder is not specified. According to another record, a 


a constructed by ‘Abdu'r-Rahman in AH 1086 (AD 1675-76). (IA 1985- 
p. 


MISCELLANEOUS INSCRIPTIONS, DISTRICT SITAPUR 

An epigraph from Bisendi, records the construction of the mosque for the 
prayers of the two ‘Ids (i.e. the ‘Idgah), the garden and the tank during the governor- 
ship of Nawwab Mu’tamid Khan by Mumtaz in AH 1041 (AD 1632). It further invokes 
prayers for the safety and the long life of the Nawwab. 

A record from Bari refers to the construction of the mosque designated as 
Makka (sic) Masjid by one Ramzu in AH 1259 (AD 1843); its chronogram was com- 
posed by Manglu. An inscription from Aurangabad, records the construction of a 


aes for orenng prayers by Agha Jan in AH 1276 (AD 1859-60). 
E _/\ metrical record from Nimsar states that D ug 
eE N haram constructed a mosq 


roi H 1280 (AD 1863-64). b 
Abid Ali. (IA 1985-86 p. 103) ( 4). Its chronogram was composed by 


INSCRIPTIONS OF AURANGZEB, AKBARPUR, DISTRICT BANDA 
This inscription re 


; fers to j ) 
in AH 1072 (AD 1661-6 the construction of a mosque by Shaikh Muhammad 


2). Another inscription in Persian verse of the same king 
4AR 5 


et a a a 
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from Pailani, records the completion of a mosque by Muhammad Kazim, the gover- 
nor (Hakim) of Pailani in AH 1190 (AD 1707). 


_ EPITAPHS, BANDA, DISTRICT BANDA | 


Of the three epitaphs, the first one records the death of Mardan Khan, son of 
Warith Khan in AH 1244 (AD 1828-29). The second epitaph records the death of 
Muhammad ‘Ali, described as the Mufti (the expounder of the Muhammadan Law) in 
AH 1247 (AD 1831). The third record refers to the construction of a mosque by 
Khairat ‘Ali in AH 1265 (AD 1849-50). 


MISCELLANEOUS INSCRIPTIONS, KALINJAR, DISTRICT BANDA 


This inscription states that in the time of Qasim ‘Ali Khan, Mirza Baig, who 
earned respect and-honour from the former, constructed a building (obviously the 
tomb on which it appears) of Shaikh Bhuwa in AH 986 (AD 1580-81). Another two 
epitaphs from the same place record the demise of Nawwab Mir Khan and Mirza 
Allah Quli Baig respectively in AH 1140 (AD 172 8) and in AH 1141 (AD 1729). 


PITAPH, SIMAUNI, DISTRICT BANDA 


EPITAPH, SIMAUNI, DISTRICT BANDA 
This epitaph states that Nawwab Shah Quli Sultan constructed a mosque in 
AH 988 (AD 1580-81). (IA 1986-87 p. 115) 


EPITAPH, JALESAR, DISTRICT ETAH 


= This epitaph registers the death of alady (name not mentioned), the mother 
of Fateh Ali in AH 1197 (AD 1782-83). (IA 1986-87 p. 115) 


MUGHAL INSCRIPTION, SARAI SHAIKH, DISTRICT MAINPURI 


Mughal Inscription, Sarai Shaikh, District Mainpuri A This epitaph of Akbar 
records the construction of a mosque by ‘Shaikh Mu'inu’d Din in AH 975 (AD 1568). 


(IA 1986-87 p. 115) 
INSCRIPTION, KARA, DISTRICT ALLAHABAD 


Inscription, Kara, District Allahabad - A loose fragementary record In Per- 
Sian in Naskh style was found in a local mosque called Chhoti Masjid in Mahalla 
Kara Bazar. The extant portion records the name Sultan Muhammad Tughlag (AD 
1325-51) regarding some construction, probably the mosque where the fragementary 
piece is lying. Unfortunately, other details of this inscription are lost. 
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LATE MUGHAL INSCRIPTION, KARA, DISTRICT ALLAHABAD 


This important later Mughal Persian inscription from a well at the hands of. 


Ra’i Uncha Lal and Lala Bhawani Prasad, the Qanungus of Sarkar Kora and Kara, 
with the grace of Shani Maharaj (lord Shani, i.e., planet Saturn), in the twenty-fifth 
regnal year of Muhammad Shah, corresponding to AH 1156 (as the chronogram 
_ actually yields), the Christian equivalent being AD 1743. 


PERSIAN EPIGRAPH, KARA, DISTRICT ALLAHABAD 


A brief Persian epigraph from a well in Kali Mahal near the Bagh of one 
Asadu'llah, records the excavation of a well by Nilkant, son of Harbans Das Kaist 
(i.e., Kayastha) in AH 1059) (AD 1649). (IA 1994-95 p. 87) 


INSCRIPTION OF NAWWABS OF AWADH, KANPUR, DISTRICT KANPUR 
a. kT lo] Ta I 


This metrical Persian record, not in situ, was copied from a local graveyard, 
registering the event that Muhammad Bakhsh constructed a sara (inn) in AH 1236 
(AD 1820-21) during the reign of Shah-i-Zaman Sultan-i-Din Parwar (epithets used 


ae then Nawwab of Awadh, Ghaziu’d Din, Haidar, AD 1814-27). (IA 1994-95 p. 


MISCELLANEOUS INSCRIPTIONS, DISTRICT LUCKNOW 
ENN I RUNNIN 


Miscellaneous Inscriptions, Lucknow, District Lucknow - This metrical Per- 
sian record from the mosque in the enclosure of the Dargah Shah Abdu’r Rahman 


assigns the construction of the mosque to one Badr-i- 187 
(AD 1773-74). que to adr-i-Kaukab by name, in AH 1 


___ Among the three Persian records copied from three different ghats of Tikait 
Rai Talab, the first one records the renovation, obviously of the tank, by Puranand 
with the patronage and at the instance of Raja Tikait Ra’i in AH 1199 (AD 1784-85). 
Of the same purport Is the second brief metrical inscription comprising a Persian 
ANPA only. In the first hemistich, it hints at calculating the Samvat date (biya 
Aeae eck hind harf ara ʻi) according to the chronogram given in the second 
yee a yielding 1842 (AD 1785). While the third slab records only three 
85) grams, one in Arabic and two in Persian, giving the Hijri date 1199 (AD 1784- 


INSCRI 


PTION OF NAWWABS OF AWADH, LUCKNOW DISTRICT LUCKNOW 


This Persian record comes fro i | 
m Karbala Talkatora that assigns the auspi- 
cious Construction of, obviously the Karbala, referred to as Maqtal-LAthar Husain 
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Shahid, to Khuda Bakhsh in AH 1232 (AD 1816-17) during the time of Ghaziu’d Din 
Haidar Asaf Jah. It also mentions the names Rif’ atu’d Daula and Ali Khan for their 
assistance and generosity in the building of the said structure. (IA 1994-95 p. 88) 


MISCELLANEOUS INSCRIPTION, KANPUR, DISTRICT KANPUR 
This Persian epigraph belongs to a local mosque called Kotha Wali Masjid in 
Nawabganj, assigning the erection of the mosque to a religious person named Shaikh 
Khairat Ali, in AH 1244 (AD 1828-29). The next Persian record is an epitaph from 
Imam Bara Agha Mir, belonging to the grave of the eminent personality Nawwab 
Mutamidu’d Daula Mukhtaru’l Mulk Sayyid Muhammad Khan Bahadur Daigham Jang 
alias Agha Mir Sahib the Prime Minister (the kingdom) of Awadh, who breathed his 


lastin AH 1247 (AD 1832). Nasikh Lakhnawi was the composer of the epigraphical 


text. (IA 1994-95 p. 88) 


PERSIAN INSCRIPTION FROM THE TANK IN COMPANY BAGH, 
NAWABGANJ OF KANPUR 


Registering a philanthropic enterprise during the famine days in the region. 
This valuable record narrates that in order to afford employment to the needy and 
poor, the construction work of this tank commenced with the voluntary contributions 
of the civilians and the natives of Kanpur. It further says that this work was com- 
pleted with the liberal contribution of the Birtish Government (Company Bahadur) 
and the total expense for this tank was 12,000 rupees. It also adds that the flights of 
steps (of the tank) on the four directions have been constructed with the specific 
recources of Shaikh Karam Ali. It concludes with the note that this beneficial public 
construction was carried out during the time and suprintendence of Wison Sahib 
Bahadur, the Magistrate, in the drought year AD 1838, corresponding to AH 1254/ 


Fasli 1245. (IA 1994-95 p. 88) 
PITAPH, DISTRICT AGRA 


E 

This epitaph in Urdu from Agra records the dates of birth and death of the 
pious figure Hadrat Sayyid Jalal Bukhari who was the son of Sayyid Muhammad 
Bukhari and grandson of Hadrat Sayyid Ahmad Kabir (who lies buried in Delhi). 
Emperor Shah Jahan had appoaianted him Sadrus Sudur (i.e., Chief Judge), be- 
stowing the rank of 6000. He was born in AH 1003/AD 1595 and passed away in AH 
1057/AD 1647. It also records that the headstone at the grave was fixed in AH 1359/ 
AD 1940 with the efforts of Shaikh Khuda Bakhsh and Shaikh Allah Bakhsh, the 
brothers of Shaikh Ahmad Bakhsh, the tobacco traders of Agra. (IA 1995-96 p. 122) 


ta Fo 
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EPITAPH, CHHANERA, DISTRICT BANDA 


Epitaph, Chhanera, District Banda - This loose slab containing a metrical 
inscription in Persian speaks about the demise of a religious personality Yamini 
Miyan in AH 1254 (AD 1838). The metrical text was composed by one Sadiq and 
inscriabed by Muhammad Ibrahim. (IA 1995-96 p. 122). Information about this record 
was given to me by Maulana Mohd. Siddiq Saheb, Head, Madrasa Hathora, Banda. 


MUGHAL INSCRIPTION, SAHANPUR, DISTRICT BIJNAOR 


This damaged record in Persian, assigns the construction of a Well in a 


garden, to...son of Rai Singh in AH 1136 (AD 1723-24) under the supervision of. 
Bishan Singh, the Superintendent of construction-work, during the reign of 


Muhammad Shah Badshah Ghazi in the regnal year 5, by incurring the expenditure 
of Rupees one thousand and five hundred. (IA 1995-96 p. 122) 


MISCELLANEOUS INSCRIPTION, AMROHA, DISTRICT MORADABAD 

This metrical record in Persian assigns the original construction of a small 
mosque to Haji Ashraf ‘Ali during the life-time of a versatile scholar and pious figure 
Sayyid Muhammad Siyadat. It further records that later on during the time of Maulana 
Muhammad ‘Askari and his brother Muhammad Hasan, the said mosque was reno- 
vated and made spacious, at the recommendation of Dildar Husain, one of the 
master architects of Lucknow. The renovation work started in AH 1284 (AD 1867- 
68) was completed in five years (AH 1289/AD 1872-73). 


LODI INSCRIPTION, DISTRICT RAMPUR 
ed NESE NAN UN 


. ] the foundation of a mos ue, a garden and a saral 
Coo duning the reign of Sultan Sikandar in AH 898 (AD 1 492-93) at an auspicious 
gn'y scented place for the sake of public welfare (IA., 1995-96 p. 123). 
MISCELLANEOUS INSCRIPTIONS, DISTRICT RAMPUR 


Among the Various epi i . a: 
2 ACMI Pigraphs copied from Rampur. an inscription from 2 
A few annie. assions its Constructiona to Ghulam Jilani in AH 1197 (AD 1782-83). 
1206 (AD 1780) en different tombs, record the death of Mulla Faqir Akhund in AH 
: Shah Jamal in AH 1209 (AD 1794-95), Imamud Din Khan entitled 
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Sultanji Ghalib Jahan in AH 1255 (AD 1839-40) and Shah Husain in AH 1259 (AD 
4843). While a record from another local mosque, assigns its construction to one 
Mardan Khan in AH 1261 (AD 1845), the text having been composed by Nur. 

An epitaph from the compound of Rajdwar-ki-Masjid, obviously records the 
death of Maulawi Ghiyathu’d Din Izzat, the composer of the lexicon Ghiyathul-Lughat 
in AH 1268 (AD 1852). , 

Inscriptions of Nawwabs of Rampur, District Rampur - Of the two Persian 
epitaphs from Rampur, one records the death of Nawwab Ahmad Ali at the age of 
fifty-five in AH 1256 (AD 1840). A poet whose nom-de-plume was Karam, was the 
composer of the metrical text. The other is obviously the death-record of Nawwab 
Khuld Ashiyan (i.e., Nawwab Kalb-i-Ali Khan) who expired in AH 1304 (AD 1887). (IA 
1995-96 p. 123) 


MISCELLANEOUS INSCRIPTIONS, DISTRICT BAREILLY 

Among the selected miscellaneous epaigraphs from Bareilly, the earliest 
one dated AH 1059 (AD 1649) is an Urdu metrical record, registering the death of a 
saintly figure Shah Amirullah and erection of his tomb by Karimud Din. Here, it may 
be added that this record was installed later on, most probably in the last decades of 
the nineteenth century. 

An epitaph couched in metrical Persian, registers the date of the death of 
Hafiz Yar Muhammad Khan, son of Khan Muhammad Yar and grandson of Hafiz 
Rahmat Khan, in AH 1267 (AD 4850-51). Another epitaph, records the death of an 
unexampled scholarly personality of his time ‘ Abdul’ ‘Aziz Khan’ Aziz’, grandson of 
‘Hafizul’ Mulk Hafiz Rahmat Khan, in AH 1309 (AD 1891-92) who was born in AH 
1251 (AD 1835-36). 

A loose epitaph, kept in the Maqbara Karimud Din, records the death of the 
wife of Munshi Karimud Din Ahmad in AH 1289 (AD 1872), while another metrical 
Urdu record on the gate of a house, registers its construction in AH 1295 (AD 1878) 
and the name of the composer is given as Hatif. It also states that this is the house 
of Shaikh Karimud Din Ahmad, son of Shaikh Badrud Din Ahmad. An inscription 
from a local mosque assigns its construction to Karimud Din, son of Shaikh Badrud 
Din in AH 1294 (AD 1877-78), the metrical text having been composed by the builder 
himself with the pen-name Karim. As recorded in another metrical Persian inscrip- 
tion, Karimud Din, son of Badrud Din laid the foundation of a Madrasa for the Mus- 
lims for the study and teaching of the holy Quran, in AH 1294 (AD 1877-88) and after 


its completion in AH 1297 (AD 4879-80), dedicated it to the path of Allah. 

An epitaph bearing Urdu inscription, records the death of Nawwab Niyaz 
Ahmad Khan Hosh alias Banne Miyan in AH 1309, corresponding to AD 1892. The 
record also says that the deceased was a reputed physician, historian and a poet 


with the pen-name Hosh. The text was composed by Khwahan. Another Urdu in 
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- scription from a local tomb records its foundation by Munshi Karimud Din Ahmad, 

son of Shaikh Badrud Din, son of Shaikh Muhammad Daim Ali, Faruqi Chishti Faridi, 
in his own lifetime for himself under the supervision of Sayyid Kazim Ali Mistri (i.e. 
Mason) in AH 1311 (AD 1894). (IA 1996-97 p. 187-188) 


MISCELLANEOUS INSCRIPTIONS DISTRICT JAUNPUR 


Among the inscriptions copied from different parts of Jaunpur, mention may 


be made of the following. An epitaph in metrical Persian, copied from the compound 
of Khalis Mukhlis Mosque, records the death of one Kazim Ali in AH 1223 (AD 1808- 
09). A metrical record in Persian composed by Malik was available at the place 
called Shah-ka-Panja that registers the construction of the door of the shrine by 
Taufiq in AH 1229 (AD 1813-14). A ruined mosque in Mahalla Baluch Tola bears an 
Arabic inscription records that the mosque was built in AH 1231 (AD 1815-16) by 
Nur Muhammad. Another epitaph in the compound of Khalis Mukhlis Mosque re- 
ferred to above, simply records the name Sayyid Didar Ali and the date AH 1241 (AD 


1825-26). According to a literary source Nasab Nama (p. 40) by Sayyid Muhammad 


Jafar, the deceased Sayyid Didar Ali was the son of Kazim Ali, who is mentioned 
above. 


KHAN BAHADUR SAYYID NASIR 1866 A.D. 


$$$ VAT IY NASIR 1000 A.D. 


Sayyid Muhammad Nasir Khan Bahadur Dhul Qadr was the builder of the 


edifice, Le., the Imambara in Jaunpur in AH 1283 (AD 1866-67) as evidenced by the 
brief bilingual Inscription in Arabic and Persian fixed on its facade. According to 
Sayyid Muhammad Jafar, the author of the work Nasab Nama (p. 53), the builder 
was the son of Sayyid Didar Ali and grandson of Kazim Ali, both mentioned above, 

and served under the British government as tehsildar pargana Nizamabad, munshi 
under the collector of Kanpur, as tehsildar of Shivli Shivrajpur and Qannauj. He 
became deputy collector in AH 1251 (AD 1835-36) and having served at Gorakhpur, 


Ghazipur, Kanpur, Agra and Allahabad and expi ifty- 
seven. Because of his mer expired at Allahabad at the age of fifty 


torious services in various Capacities, the British gov- 
ernment had bestowed on him the title of Kh 3 ed 
away in AH 1283 (AD 1866-67). an Bahadur Dhul Qadr. He pass 


SAYYID MANSUR ALI 1868 A.D. 


e epitaph in the com 
date of his death aerae containing the name Sayyid Mansur Ali, that yields the 
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is mentioned above. He held the post of deputy collector during the mutiny of 1857 
Someone played mischief against him, saying that he was a mutineer. Under suspi- 
cion he was arrested and was to be hanged. It was at the intercession of his elder - 
brother Sayyid Nasir Khan Bahadur, who through the Governor General, got him set 
free (Nasab Nama, P. 43). 


. SAYYID HADI ALI 1875 A.D. 


Sayyid Hadi Ali passed away in AH 1292 (AD 1875-76) according to the 
epitaph at his grave in the compound of Khalis Mukhlis Mosque. It may be added 
here that Sayyid Hadi Ali was the son of Sayyid Didar Ali and younger brother of 
Sayyid Nasir Ali and Sayyid Mansur Ali, all the three mentioned above. 
(IA 1998-99p. 234) 7 


MASJID IMAMBARA 1830 A.D. DIST. SITAPUR 


Inscription of the Nawwabs of Awadh, Khairabad, district Sitapur.-A met- 
rical record in Persian from a local mosque called Masjid Imam Bada, assigns its 
construction to a person whose epithet is given as Makka (original name not men- 
tioned) and who was associated with the dignified court of Sulaiman Jah (i.e. Nasirud 
Din Hyder, the Nawwab of Awadh), in AH 1246 (1830-31 A.D.) 


MAKHDUM SHAIKH SADUD-DIN 1516 A.D. 

Miscellaneous inscriptions, Khairabad, district Sitapur - Among the mis- 
cellaneous inscriptions copied from different parts of the town, is a Persian record 
from the Dargah of Hadrat Makhdum Shaikh Saduddin, Mahalla Shaikh Sarai. It 
records the date of the death of Hadrat Makhdum Shaikh Sadud Din entitled 
Makhdum-i-Kadir in AH 922 (1516 A.D.). The metrical part of the text was com- 
posed by Faidi (who should not be confused with Faidi of Emperor Akbar’s time. 
The present record appears to be acopy of the old one as it also refers to the name 
of the existing Sajjada Nashin of the Dargah, Najmul Hasan. 


CHHOTE MAKHDUM 1583 A.D. 


Saint and pole-star of t 
Makhdum Sahib) in AH 993 (1583 A.D.). One of the 
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the tomb of the deceased saint was constructed in AH 994 (1585-86 A.D.). One 
Nami was the composer of these metrical texts. This composer can be identified 
with the famous Mir Muhammad Masum Nami of Akbar's court. 


MAKHDUM SAYYID ALAM 1598 A.D. & OTHERS 


Apart from the above tomb proper, three epitaphic records were photographed 
from the tomb-complex, recording the death of Makhdum Sayyid Alam in AH 1007 
(1598 A.D.), Makhdum Sayyid ‘Abdullah in AH 1043 (1634 A.D.) and Sayyid 
Muhammad ‘Isa in AH 1068 (1657 A.D.). 

A couple of epitaphic records in Persian, photographed from the Dargah- 
complex of Hadrat Makhdum Shaikh Sadud Din, mentioned above, register the death 
of the leamed scholar Maulana Fazl Imam, father of ‘Allama Fadl-i-Haq, in AH 1240 
(1824-25 A.D.) and that of Shamsul ‘Ulama Hadrat ‘Allama Muhammad ‘Abdul Haq, 


son of ‘Allama Fadl-i-Haq, in AH 1316 (1898-99 A.D.) who was born in the year AH 
1244 (1828-29 A.D.). 


SHAHZADA YASIN S/O TIPU SULTAN 1848 A.D., VARANASI 
Epitaph, from Varanasi - A Persian inscription in metrical form was copied 
from a local Muslim graveyard at Varanasi, that records the death of Shahzada 


Yasin, the fifth son of the Mysore ruler Tipu Sultan, atthe age of sixtysix years in AH 
1265 (1848-49). (IA 2000-01). 


MUGHAL INSCRIPTION, SARAWA, DISTRICT MEERUT 


A Mughal inscription ( 
was copied from the local D 
longed to a mosque nearby. 





not in situ) in Persian, executed in Naskh character, 
argah of Shah Bukhari. This inscription originally be- 
Manabat khan and angers It assigns the construction of the mosque to Navni 
l nana uncer the supervision of the h ; dullan, 
in AH 1023 (1614 A.D.) pP umble ‘Abdullah, son of Sa 


. The record also mentions the name of the Mughal emperor, 
Shah Nurud Din Jahangir. (IA 1998-99). aia í 
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Bareli. Marzai Masjid built by Hakim Ainulmulk in 
AH 987 (1579-80 AD). Reign of Akbar. 
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Shadiabad-Ghazipur Jame Masjid Inscription. Built AH Kotra-Jalaun. Mosque built by Sayyed 


1061 (1651 AD) during the governorship Chawan & his son Sayyed Wali in AH 1059 
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Kakori-Lucknow. Epitaph of Shah Kakori-Lacknow. Registering the Death of a learned persion 
Himayat Ali Auisnist dated AH 1226 Maulana Raza Ali S/0 Shah digg es Ali Qalandar in AH 1279 
1862- A 
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1867, The Freedom fighters attacked the residency Lucknow. Heavy loss to the British Army. 
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Salimpur-Deoria. Construction of Kora Jahanabad. Records the Epitaph of Prince Mohd. 


a mosque & well by Khuda Quli in construction of a mosque by Yaseen Varanasi. 
AH 1065 (1654-55 AD). Noor Mohd. 








Manikpur-Pratapgarh. Demise of Mir Tufan in AH 994 
(1586). Inscribed by Mulla Mubarak S/o Mulla Alam. 
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Patiali ah: i a SSS = 
ae pa Mahoba. Inscription dated 779. Foundation 
recite prayer for the deceased. of the tomb of Shaikh Khizr in 1377 AD. 


Tughlaq period. 





Mr. M TAREE vie Quddusi with Amethi Dist. Lucknow. Tomb of Bandagi Shah/Shaikh 

thr ough whose pnella xt Set - Nizam Amethi Dist. Lucknow 

& verified the inscriptions. = in AH 979 (1570 AD). Tomb built by Tardi Baig Sultan. 
built by Tardi Baig Sultan. As per Persian inscription. 


156 





Glimpses of Indian History & Culture | 


Dr. M. Yaseen Quddusi 
[Mehtab Bagh Agra | 


SS 
SN 





. aA 
NN 


‘`~ 


NRN 
x SS 
SSX 







Sa 
À 


`~ 


et, 
Patatta! 


eht 


Iaoi 





: > 
Syne 





w 


XN 


SSS NN 


SIH 
CN 


N 











hy, 

Soy, DATE Ld 

; “ig Din St i 

RDEV. 4 
ALLIES. 

BY 

‘Sy tt. 













ve 
+, 








BEALL 


REISS LIZI TTILE, 







$ 
A 


atte sdb nt 
NSPEENOM es 


ee 


TETT Ter 
e" VQ 
A > AN ` 
R 42 ‘So Č 
SEEN 
we, k AN 
EA DD 


m 
TR 







PAAA vn 
DIS 
Ke 
ae 











Ye a. 
Yee h Ge ae 


Ws 
ae 
aes 










PEASE 
R AO 


S22 Ke oS 
SACRO 


$4 


Mee, Fi AX 





ws ae 





OO ETE LIP EE OLD a 


aS Sigs BN ee — = _ ia 
ASI i tained Jama Masjid Rampur & inscription. Firs 
by the Horticulture araneh of ASI Agra. 1180/1766 AD by Nawab Faizullah Khan. Kawana 
Kalb-i-Ali Khan built the mosque by the side of the 
old one. Nawab Hamid Ali Khan built a new Jama 
Masjid in 1913 which stands till date. (photo 2006). 
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ee the time of Alawal Khan in $20/1514-15 AD. 
Period Sikandar Lodi. 





A ANE Re 
OSA er 


Sahar-Mathura. Mahmud S/o Usman 
_ Khalj constructed a mosque 
in 725/1325 AD Tughlaq Period. 
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XX. WEST BENGAL 


‘HIGHLIGHTS OF MURSHIDABAD THROUGH INSCRIPTIONS 





Mughal Inscription, Murshidabad, District Murshidabad - This metrical 
epitaph records the death of Muhammad Sharif in the 51st regnal year (of 
Aurangzeb) corresponding to AH 1118 (AD 1706). The text was written by 
Yar ‘Ali Baig Badakhshi. ie 
Miscellaneous Inscriptions, District Murshidabad - An spigraph from 
Murshidabad, records the construction of amosque in AH 1187 (AD 1773- 
74) by Miyan Ambar who is:stated to have belonged to a noble Sayyid family. 
Another epigraph from the same place, records the costruction of an illustri- 
ous mosque in AH 1203 (AD 1788-89) by Karimu’n-Nisa Khanam daughter 
of Badi’u’z-Zaman Baig and wife of the deceased Sher Yazdan Khan. 
One more inscription in verse from the same place, states that a mosque 
was founded by Sayyid Sadiq of high lineage. But as he died when the mosque 
was not completed, it was completed by Nazir Khan of lofty dignity in AH 
1266 (AD 1849-50). Its chronogram was composed by Masiha. 
Accoriding to the metrical record from the same place, Darab ‘Ali Khan, the 
Nazir (superintendent) of the Nawwab constructed a mosque in AH 1269 
(AD 1852-53). at the precepts of the deceased Sayyid ‘Ali ‘Azim, the physi- 
cian and the theologist as per order & Khwaja Muhammad Husain Khan 
Sakhi, the amin of the Nawwab Nazim who had performed the pilgrimage 
(Haj) of the House of God (i.e. Mecca). The text was composed by Safir. 
Another epigraph from the same place records the construction of a mosque 
by ‘Umda Begam in Bangla (i.e. Bengal Fasli) year 1260 corresponding to 
AH 1270 (AD 1853-54) (IA 1985-86 p. 104). 
Epitaphs, Murshidabad, District Murshidabad - A few epitaphs were found 
eyard of the Nawwabs of Murshidabad. They supply interesting 
t these rulers as well as their kinsmen: Some of the deceased 
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ils Nawwab Mutaminu'l-Muk Sayyid Mubarak ‘Ali Khan. 
2i Mubaraku’d-Daula Bahadur Firuz Jang, the Nazim of Bangala who died in 
AH 1208 (AD 1793). 


3. Mir Muhammad ‘Ali who died in AH 1243 (AD 1827). 

4, Waziru-Nisa Begam who died in AH 1251 (AD 1835-36); 

5. Shuja’u’l-Mulk Ziyau’d-Daula, Nawwab Jafar ‘Ali Khan Bahadur Nasir Jang 
son of Najmul-Mulk Roshanud-Daula Ali Khan Bahadur Nasir Jang who died 

in AD 1863. 

6. Azimun-Nisa Begam alias Nishani Begam, daughter of Akas (?) Nawwab 

Nazim Baig and wife of Nawwab Sayyid Muzaffar Ali Khan, the (chief) of 

Raja Bazar, Murshidabad who died in AD 1884. (IA 1985-86 p. 104) 

Inscription of the Mughals, at Murshidabad - This interesting inscription 
belonging to Shah Jahan, engraved on a palki (palanquin) made of ivory, contains 
the date AH 1050 (AD 1640-41) and the place-name Dehli i.e. Delhi which indicates 
that the palki was in the personal use of the said emperor. 

Persian inscription, at Murshidabad - This Persian inscription on another 
p-'ki reads : Sarkar Zaibun Nisa Begam and records the date AH 1089 (AD 1678- 
79) which indicates the fact that the palki belonged to Zaibun Nisa, the daughter of 
Aurangzeb. 

Miscellaneous inscriptions, at Murshidabad - The epigraph records the 
demise of Manuchihr Khan, a pious and religious person, in the year AH 1152 (AD 
1739-40). | 

Another Arabic inscription registers the death of Muhammad Hadi, son of 
Mirza Abu Turab al’alawi al ‘Aqili, popularly known as Hakim Sayyid Muhammad 
Hadi Khanbu, in AH 1174 (AD 1760). 

According to one more Arabic inscription from the same place, Hakim Sayyid 
Muhammad Husain, son of Muhammad Hadi mentioned above died in AH 1203 (AD 
1788). Sea 

Persian Inscription, at Murshidabad - A beautiful Persian inscription 
records the death of Mir ‘Ali Naqi in AH 1207 (AD 1792-93). _ 

Another inscription states that a generous lady of high lineage, named Badrun- 
Nisa Begam, built this beautiful mosque in AH 1259 (AD 1843-44). 
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From a mosque near Suti - Murshidabad. Refers to the Inscription from Bengal region. | 
construction of a mosque during the reign of Alauddin Idgah built through Moti Mirdah 
Husain Shah by Mugarrab Khan in the year AH 909 (1503 AD). fauzdar in AH 1163 (1749 AD). 
Fine Naskh style. Governorship of Aliwardi Khan &. 
reign of Ahmad Shah. 
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From Babargram-Murshidabad. Naskh & Tughra. 
Records construction of a mosque during the 
reign of Alauddin Husain Shah by Malik Sandal 
in AH 905 (1500. AD). Arabic & Persian. 
Beautiful Calligraphy. 


From Berhampore-Murshidabad. 
Persian Nastaliq. Talib Sufi constructed 
a mosque in AH 1212 (1797 AD). 
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XXI. ART OF CALLIGRAPHY THROUGH VARIOUS SCRIPTS 


As we are dealing-with the epigraphs or inscriptions in various parts of India, 
itis necessary that some essential features of writing in the form of various styles in 
Perso-Arabic-Urdu inscriptions be understood. Apart from the historical and cultural 
importance, the epigraphical records are also a part of calligraphic art and architec- 
ture which developed in India & got its perfection. : 

1. Kufi or Kufic (Khat-i-Kufi). The Kufi script was introduced in Kufa (now in 
iraq) town in 638 A.D. Hence this style or script is named after that place. 
Kufa was one of the centres of art, literature, scholars and calligraphers. 
This script had short vertical strokes and elongated horizonal lines with bold 
Square and angular alphabet. It further developed with ornamental, plaited - 
foliated varieties with interwining shafts of letters and arabesque designs. It 
also became the chief the of architectural decoration in the buildings of those 
days. We get the specimens of Kufi inscriptions on the outer face of Qutb 
minar and mosque there at Delhi, Adhai din ka Jnonpda at Ajmer & tomb of 
Itutmish at Delhi. 

2. Naskh (Khat-i-Naskh). The credit goes to Ibn-e-Muqla who transformed the 
kufi characters into Naskh style. In a nutshell, we may say that the Naskh 
script or style is a modified writing of Kufi. In Naskh, stiff angular forms have 
been rounded and softened. Modification continued as per the requirement, 
times and circumstances. When the process was completed and final in its 
growth, Kufi script gave way to the Naskh style. Its execution was easy and 
thus became very popular. Quite a large number of inscriptions are found in 
India in Naskh character or Style as in Gujarat, Ajmer, Agra and Delhi etc. 

3. Thulth (Khat-i-thulth) This script is the most elegant, decorative and im- 
pressive for various purposes including the execution of inscriptional text. 
Thulth (Suls) means one-third. This script or style of writing is indicative of 
ratio between vertical and lateral strokes. It may be specified further that the 
rounded letters measured one-third of vertical letter Alif. Hence itis called or 
named Thulth. Specimens of this Script are found on Taj Mahal at Agra, 


Jama Masjid at Gokonda, various epitaphs at Hyderabad & tombs-mosques 
In Bengal etc. 


4. Nastaliq (Khat- 
its origin to the g 
names are also 
Sultan Ali of Mas 
Oped in Persia d 
India during the 
this style. Termi 
ately in Nastali 


I-Nastaliq). This Nastaliq style of writing or calligraphy owes 
enius Persian calligraphist Khwaja Mir Ali Tabrezi. The other 
associated with this style. They are Rahim Khwarzimi & 
hhad. This is the combination of Naskh and Taliq. It devel- 
uring the reign of Shah Tahamasp. It also became popular in 
Mughal period. The letters are rounded than the Naskh in 
nal Strokes and placing of letters are found very proportion- 
q Script or style. This script or style is very easy for writing on — 
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any object and calligraphy attracts the readers and provides pleasant vi- 
sual effect. As a matter of fact, text or writing or letters are very clear and 
decipherable. A large number of inscriptional records in Nastaliq are intact 
on various monuments & buildings of Mughal & post Mughal times. 
Shikasta (Khat-e-Shikasta) Shikasta means broken. In this script or style 
writing is without any care and the text is written in a running hand without 
any devotion or precaution. This scriptis also called Khat-i-Diwani. Quite a 
large number of letters and documents including books in the form of MSS 
are available in the research institutjons, libraries, private and state govem- 
ments. Inscriptional records are also found on stones & copper plates. 
Tughra means complicated writing providing a pleasant and attractive look. 
The style may be in the shape of a bird, or animal, geometrical arrangement 
or boat or ship, religious text in the form of a religious building or article, in 
the shape of a tree and floral design etc. There are various Inscriptions on 
arms, coins, seals & slabs are available in Tughra style. 

Riqa. Riqa style is also a part of calligraphical art. Writing or letters are 
found in an ornamental and decorative way and it provides a pleasant and 
better placement of alphabet than the Thulth. 

Tauqi. The style of writing in this art is similar to Riqa. 

Bihar. This script or style is almost the other name of Naskh. The strokes 
in this style are drawn thicker towards left and termination is either ina 
sharp or blunt solid point or Riqa like. The inscriptions in Bihar style are 
found in Bengal, Bihar, Gujarat, U.P. & Rajasthan. This script was the char- 
acteristic of Bengal region. 

It should also be noted that the epigraphical records are found either in one 
script or having representation-of more than one. If the main text is in Nastaliq 
style, two or three lines may be in Naskh or Thulth. 





Calligraphy on Stone. 
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Nastaliq. Construction of a building 1589 AD. 
/ 997 Hijri. Narnaul. 


Thulth & Nastaliq 1065 Hijri/1655 AD Ajmer. 
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XXII. CENTRES OF EPIGRAPHICAL STUDIES, RESEARCH 


As far as the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) is concerned, the Epigra- 
phy Branches under its officers and technical officials have played very construc- 
tive role for collection of inscriptions, decipherment and publication. The Branches 
of Epigraphy are under the ASI. Before in India started at Calcutta under the Asiatic 
Society of Bengal headed by Sir William Jones in 1784. The ASI came into existance 
in 1861 and Indo-Moslem epigraphy also got the required attention. 

Mirza Sangin Beg in his work “Sairul Manazil’ after 1800 and Sayyed Ahmad 
Khan in his work “Asarus-Sanadid” (1846) have given the inscriptional details/text of 
inscriptions available on the historic monuments and buildings. H. Consens, A. Fuhrer, 
Edmond Smith and H. Blochman, Astt. Prof. Principal of Calcutta Madarsa also 
contributed articles and texts of inscriptions in the Journals & proceedings of the 
Asiatic Society of Bengal (JASB). Dr. Paul Hom of Strasburg University, contributed 
two articles relating to Perso-Arabic inscriptions in the Epigraphia Indica, vol. II 1894. 

The other published works relating to Perso-Arabic inscriptions are Gaur. Its 
Ruins & Inscriptions (London 1878), by R.H. Ravenshaw, lahore Its History, Archi- 
tectural Remains & Inscriptions (Lahore 1896), by Sayyid Mohammad Latif, Agra 
historical & Descriptive (Calcutta 1896), by Mohammad Latif and Muslim Monu- 
ments of Anmadabad Through the Inscriptions (Poona 1942), by M.A. Chaghtai are 
worth mentioning. ; 

The following scholars also are credited with their works on Perso-Arabic 
Epigraphical studies. Among the prominent scholars, mention is made of Maulavi 
Bashiruddin Ahmad who wrote Wagiyat-e-Darul Hukumat Delhi (Agra 1919), in- 
scriptions (Agra), Sayed Asghar Ali Bilgrami author of Maathir-e-Dakan (Masir-e- £ 
Dakan) Hyderabad 1925, and Landmarks of the Deccan, Hyderabad 1927, | 
Shamsuddin Ahmad’s Inscriptions of Bengal, Rajshahi 1960, Amjad Husain Khatib I 
of Achalpur, author of Tarikh-e-Amjadia with Perso-Arabic inscriptions of Berar | 
(Vidarbha), Hyderabad 1874, Mohd. Haleem Ansari’s travelogue Safarnama-e- | 
Mazhari (Saharanpur), Dr. M. Yaseen Quddusi edited Persian Arabic And Urdu 
Inscriptions of Karnataka, Kannada University Hampi, 2001, Mir Mahmud Husain’s 
work Rayasat Mysore ke Farsi Arabi Aur Urdu Katbe (1980, Bangalore), Dr. 
Qayamuddin Ahmad’s Corp. Ins. of Bihar and Ali Asghar Hikmat’s Naqash-e- 

Farsi bar Ahjar-i-Hind, Tehran 1958. . a: 

Sir E. Denison Ross, Principal of Calcutta Madrasa edited the first issue of 
Epigraphia Indo-Moslemica (EIM) 1907-08. The second issue of EIM 1909-10 was 
edited by Dr. J. Horovitz, Professor of Arabic in Anglo-Oriental College Aligarh. T he 
third issue of EIM 1911-12 was also under his editorship. Dr. Ghulam Yezdani, 


Director of Archaeology, Hyderabad State was invited and offered a part time post of ¢ 
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Government Epigraphist for Moslem Inscriptions in 1915. He accepted it and de- 
voted himself to the study of inscriptions available in India. He edited 15 issues of 
EIM since 1913-14 to 1939-40. Dr. Yezdani requested and addressed letters to cre- 
ate a full time post for Moslem Inscriptions with adequate staff. He retired in 1943 
then one post of an Asstt. Superintendant for Moslem Epigraphy was sanctioned in 
1946 by the Govt. of India. Maulavi M. Ashraf Husain took the charge of the said 
postin 1949. He edited the issue of 1949-50 of EIM. 
= = Dr. Ziyauddin Ahmad Desai (1925-2002) suc- 
ee N ceeded M. Ashraf Husain in 1953. Since 1958 the 
Epigraphy Branch for Arabic & Persian inscriptions is 
housed in the historic building of Nagpur which is close 
to GPO. It is known as the Old High Court Building. 
SS EIM issue in the name of Epigraphia Indica Arabic and 
E o oao o Persian supplement (EIAPS) 1951-1952 onwards till 
eoo oo 1975 was edited by Dr. Z.A. Desai. Since 1961 the 
SOA EIAPS became an annual publication. Dr. Z.A. Desai 
SER AS retired in 1983. He had brought out 20 issues of EIAPS. 
— 3 Mr. N.M. Ganam (d. 2002) headed the Epigraphy 
Branch of ASI at Nagpur since 1983 to 1990. After him. Mr. M. F. Khan took over the 
charge as Superintending Epigraphist & from him Mr. S.S. Hussain Asstt. Superin- 
tending Epigraphist took over the charge. Dr. M. Ilyas Quddusi took over the charge 
as the Superintending Epigraphist in 1993 & later on became its Director. In 2003 
Dr. M. Yaseen Quddusi became the Superintending Epigraphist & also acted as 
Dirctor Incharge of Epigraphy Branch. Dr. M. Yaseen Quddusi retired in March 2005 
& Dr. M. Ilyas Quddusi Director of the Branch met with untimely death on 26/5/2006. 
Since 1997, the post of Deputy Superintending Epigraphist is lying vacant. After the 
retirement of Dr. M. Yaseen Quddusi, the post of Superintending Epigraphist is also 
vacant alongwith the post of Director. Apart from these important posts, three tech- 
nical posts are vacant. Today, Dr. G.S. Khwaja, Asstt. Superintending Epigraphist 
and Dr. Mohd. Aftab Zeya, Sr. Epigraphical Asstt, & Mr Gheyasuddin, Photographer 
are available doing their duties. 
ene Dr. M. Ilyas Quddusi, born on 1-3-1950 at Kamptee- 
by d| Nagpur, got his education in Rabbani School Kamptee, NMV 
(Morris College) Nagpur, Deptt. of History Nagpur University. 
After B.A. he did his M.A. in History and also M.A. in Persian. 
J| First he joined the Poona College of Arts & Science Poona as 
q|. lecturer in History and later on came to Nagpur & accepted 
the postin 1979 in Epigraphy Branch of ASI. He completed 
his research work on Khandesh under the Mughals (1601- 
1724) & was awarded the Ph.D. Degree of Nagpur Univer- 
sity. He became the Superintending Epigraphist of Epigraphy 
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Be eee Or MWAN TESTy a a UE aS 0en Quddusi: 


Branch of ASI in 1993. In 2000 he took over the charge of Director Epigraphy at the 
same station. Khandesh under the Mughals & Islamic India, (studies in History- 
Epigraphy) are his published books apart from various articles in English & Urdu 
etc. After a brief illness, he passed away on 26-5-2006 at his native place Kamptee- 


NEA ann nEn 2 Rae aA AD N The main work of the Epigraphy 
ee ie ae Branch at Nagpur is the collection of 
Se inscriptions in Arabic, Persian includ- 
AS Sa ing Urdu in the form of estampages 
We ee for record, research, decipherment & 
publication. Similarly inscriptions other 
than Perso-Arabic, there are three 
Branches of Epigraphy. Their head- 
quarters is at Mysore. Lucknow and 
Chennai offices are under the control 
of Mysore office. It is to be noted that 
Epigraphy Branch for ancient Indian, 
Inscriptions in Dravadian - Sanskrit 
languages came into existence in 
1886 at Bangalore. In 1903 that Branch 
was shifted to Ootacamund where it 
functioned till 1966. Thereafter, itwas 
ESSENDON HORE SCO 3 brought to Mysore where it continues 
From Left Dr. M. I. Quddusi, Dr. M. N. Katti & to function.Dr. E. Hultzsch, a German 
Dr. Yaseen Quddusi at KILA Thrissur conference. Indologist, a renowned scholar in 
Dravadian and Sanskrit Epigraphy was the first Govt. Epigraphist for India. His able 
successor was Mr. V.Vinkayya. He was succeeded by Mr. Sten Know. After him 
Mr. F.W. Thomas took the charge. After him Mr. H. Krishna Sastri and the next 
was Mr. Hirananda Sastry. The others who followed Mr. Sastry are Mr. N.L.Rao, 
Dr. B.Ch. Chhabra, Dr. D.C. Sircar and Dr. G.S.Gai, Dr. K.V. Ramesh, Dr. Madhav 
Narain Katti, Dr. S. P. Tiwari, Dr. M.D. Sampath, Dr.J.R. Sharma and Dr. K.M. 
Bhadri and acted as the Superintending Epigraphist or Chief Epigraphist or Direc- 
tor Epigraphy in this Branch. Dr.C.A. Padmanabha Sastri, Supritending Epigraphist 
took over the charge from Dr.Bhadri in September 2006 as the Director Incharge. 
Dr. C.A. Padmanabha Sastri also discharged his duties as the head of 
South Zone Epigraphy, Chennai. His native state is Andhra Pradesh where he was 
born in 1947. Telugu was one of his subjects at the Degree level. He did his M.A. in 
Ancient History and Archaeology from Andhra University in 1973. After completion 
of his research, he joined the Epigraphy Branch at Mysore tn 1975. He has contrib- 
uted a large number of articles on Telugu inscriptions and has edited such epi- 
graphs. He has a large number of published articles to his credit. 
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CHHENAI EPIGRAPHY BRANCH FOR SOUTH ZONE 


In April 1990 this Branch for the South India or Zone 
was opened. It is working under the Dy. Superintending 
X Epigraphist at St. George Fort Chennai. Before coming to 
RK Mysore, Dr. C.A.P. Sastri headed the Branch. At present Dr. 
SH Nagarjuna is holding its charge and the branch is doing well 
with its technical officers. : 

Dr. S. Nagarjuna is S/o. S. Venkatarayulu, born on 
13-11-1955 at Cuddapah in Andara Predesh. He joined the 
a ASI, Epigraphy Branch at Mysore in July 1979. He did his 
ga M.A. in History. At present he is the Dy. Superintending Epig- 
ear =| raphist Incharge, South Zone, ASI, Chennai wef. 11-7-2003. 
Dr. S. Nagarjuna He has collected a large number of Dravidian Inscriptions & 


7 has specialised in Telgu script. His research articles have 
been published in various journals & reports. 





NORTH ZONE 


First this branch was opened at Jhansi in Uttar Pradesh where it continued 
to work till 1999. In 1999, it was shifted to lucknow and accomodated in Dilkusha 
_ Garden Complex, the monument of ASI. Today itis still there. Dr. Ravi Shankar also 

headed this branch at Jhansi for years. He is at present at Mysore. Dr. Jaiprakash, 

Is a Deputy Superintending Epigraphist, North Zone lucknow & doing his best there. 

aS Dr.T.S. Ravishankar born on 15th August 
1955, has M.A.Degree in Ancient History & Archaeol- 
ogy, M.A. Degree in Sanskrit and did his Ph.D. from 
Mysore University. He joined the ASI, Epigraphy 
Branch, Mysore in May 1980 & is now working as a 
Deputy Superintending Epigraphist/Numismatics. He 
also headed the North Zone Branch of Epigraphy for 
years at Jhansi. He has contributed a number research 
articles on coins and Inscriptions in various journals 
and research publication. 

Here | have dealt with only with the centres of 
Dera: R Epigraphical Stuties, research & publication under the 
peonia a ASI. Apart from this, various universities and other 
EA na A e wings of epigraphical research centres & publication. Practi- 
leste aa F er completion of the course, diploma is awarded by some univer- 
a ot students. As far as Perso-Arabic epigraphy is concerned, there is not a 

gle institution or centre or university where a full time course is conducted. 
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XXIII. RAMPUR RAZA LIBRARY THROUGH THE AGES 
4774 ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT UNDER NAWAB FAIZULLAH KHAN 


The Rampur Raza Library is a treasure house of Indo Islamic learning and 
arts which was founded by Nawab Faizullah Khan in 1774, who ruled the State upto 
1794 and formed the nucleus of the library through his personal collection of valu- 
able manuscripts, historical documents, books and paintings kept in the State’s 
Toshakhana. The Nawabs of Rampur State were great patrons of scholars, poets, 
painters calligraphers and musicians. During the rule of Nawab Ahmad Ali Khan 
(1794-1840) notable additions to the collection was also made. 


1840 - 55 NAWAB MUHAMMAD SAEED KHAN 





Nawab Muhammad Saeed Khan (1840-1855) was an active ruler. He cre- 
ated a separate department of the library and shifted the collection to new rooms. 
He also appointed Allama Yousuf Ali Mehvi (an Afghan scholar) to organise the col- 
lection into a Kutub Khana. He also invited well-known calligraphers, illuminators 
and binders from Kashmir and other parts of India. The Nawab got prepared a seai 
with the following Persian inscription. 


“Hast in muhr bar Kutub Khana’ Wali-i-Rampur farzana A.H. 1268” 
1855 - 65 NAWAB YOUSUF ALI KHAN 





Nawab Yousuf Ali Khan ascended the throne on 1st April 1855 and took keen 
interest in art and literature being himself a poet with pen name Nazim. He took 
guidance from the celebrated poet Mirza Ghalib who received a stipend of Rs. 200 
per month. After the historic struggle of 1857, number of eminent scholars, poets 
and writers came and settled in Rampur. 


865 - 87 NAWAB KALBE ALI KHAN 


1865 - 87 NAWAB KALDE ALI ANAN 


Nawab Kalbe Ali Khan (1865-87) was a scholar of Arabic and Persian lan- 
guages. He was very much interested in the collection of rare manuscnpts, paint- 
ings and commissioned connoisseurs scholars to obtain rare manuscripts, paint 
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ings and other art objects and thus enormously enriched the library collection. In his 
time Rampur became the centre of arts, crafts, calligraphy, poetry and literary pur- 
suit. ; 


1887 - 89 NAWAB MUSHTAQ ALI KHAN 


The next Nawab Mushtaq Ali Khan (1887-1889) being disabled, General 
Azimuddin Khan became the regent of the state in 1887. He appointed a managing 
committee and allocated budget for the maintenance and the development of the 
library. A new building was built and the library collection was shifted from Toshakhana 
to the new building in 1892 A.D. He also opened the library to scholars and extened 
facilities to senior academicians and research scholars of India and abroad. 

Nawab Hamid Ali Khan (1889-1 930) travelled extensively before ascend- 
ing to the gaddi. He was highly educated and was remarkable for the construction of 
impressive palaces and office buildings in Rampur city. He constructed a magnifi- 
cent palace inside the fort of Indo-European style named Hamid Manzil. (Rampur 
Raza Library since 1957). He was a connoisseur of art and music made valuable 
additions in the library collection and introduced certain reforms in the management 
of the library. 


During his time Hakim Ajmal Khan, Maulana Najmul Ghani Khan and Hafiz 
Ahmad Ali Shauq managed the library. 


1930 - 1966 NAWAB RAZA AL| KHAN 
AWA RAZA ALI KHAN 


Nawab Raza Ali 
had taken his education j 


poet with pen-na 


the library. He lavishly patronised, art, music and cultural traditions. 


UNDER TRUST 1951 - 1975 
ÅL A 
After the independence 


library was brought under the Managem i th 
gement of a trust, which was created on 6 
August 1951. The managemen i 


e then Minister of State for Education and Scientific 
Researches, Government of Indi 


ia, visited the library repreatedly and took a serious 
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view of the neglected condition of the invaluable academic and cultural heritage. At 
his stance suitable measurres were taken for providing better management and 
sufficient financial grants. Consequently the Government of India took over the li- 
brary on 1* July 1975 from Nawab Murtaza Ali Khan the President of the trust under 
the act of parliament. The Central Government assumed full responsibility for the 
management of the library and also declared it as an institution of national impor- 
tance. 


ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE : ACT OF 1975 


The Central Government took over the library with effect from the 1* July 
4975 under Rampur Raza Library Act (No. 22 of 1975). 


UNDER RAMPUR RAZA LIBRARY BOARD 

The affairs of the library are managed by the Rampur Raza Library Board, 
which has been set up under section 4(2) of the Act. It is the Governing body with 
His Excellency, Governor of the Uttar Pradesh as the Chairman. There is a provt- 
sion for twelve other members including one member of the erstwhile ruling family 
of the Nawab. The Board is represented by distinguished histonans, scholars in 
Arabic, Persian and Urdu literature beside officials of the Central and State Govem- 
ments concerned with the affairs of the Library. 


DIRECTOR / OSD 





As the post of Director / Member Secretary is Wing 
vacant, the Officer on Special Duty is responsitie for cmn- 
vening the Boards meetings and the sub-committees ana 
implementation of the decisions taken by the Board. He is 
also required to maintain close liaisons wath the Chairman of 
the Board and Department of Culture. Government of India 
for receiving instructions anc regular financial grants forthe 
Library. He is also responsibie for the maintenance and se- 
curity of the library collections beside acquisitions of manu- 
scripts, books and art objects, organising academic semi- 
nars, workshops and research publiations ete. 





Rampur.Source of Inspiration 
for young students & 
research scholars. 
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AUTONOMOUS INSTITUTION 


The library is functioning as an autonomous institution under the Govern- ~ 
ment of India, New Delhi. It is a statutory body specially set up under a central 
Government enactment passed by Indian Parliament and enjoys the legal status of 
an institution of national importance. 

His Excellency Govemor of Uttar Pradesh, Chairman, Rampur Raza Library 
Board allocated in March 1985, under section 22 of the Rampur Raza Library, Act 
1975 (22 of 1975) certain powers, functions and duties to the district Magistrate, 
Rampur, the Director and the Officer on Special Duty. According to these orders the 
District Magistrate, Rampur had been given the power to grant leave and approve . 
tour programmes of the officers of the library. The Director / the Officer on Special 
Duty is declared Head of the Department by the Board and is responsible for all 
matters pertaining to administrtion, finance, Budget, Audit, Operation of bank ac- 
counts etc. repairs to heritage buildings convening of meetings of the Board and 
sub-committees, purchase of books and publications etc. He is also the appointing 
and disciplinary authority for the category ‘C’ and ‘D’ of the employees. With a view 


for posterity. 


The committee had recommended that the library should have (i) Refer- 
ence and research unit, (ii) Conservation Unit and (iii) Administrative Unit. 


BOOKS IN RAZA LIBRARY : 


The holdings of the library cover the ancient and medieval periods The avail- 
able books a 


re in Arabic, Persian, Sanskrit, Turkish, Pushto, Hindi and Urdu etc. 
The Rampur Raza Libr i 


printed books, and manuscript 
205 manuscripts are on Palm 
specimens of Islamic calligraph 


S including 150 illustrated ones, with 4413 pictures. 
Leaves 1000 miniature paintings and nearly 3000 
y are also available. The rich collection also includes 
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printed book section also has a unique importance and this section contains hun- 
dreds of rare Arabic, Persian and Urdu books which are now out of print and consid- 
ered important for research work and reference. | 

Allama Shibli Nomani well-known historian and Islamic scholar had expressed 
his views regarding the library in these words on 6" April 1914. 

“I have consulted this library several times. There is no better collection in 
india than this. | have also seen the libraries of Egypt, Syria, Turkey and Europe, and 
| can say that this library is richer than any one.” 

Percy Brown the author of famous art book “Indian Paintings under the 
Mughal” has written about the library on 22-9-1917. | have spent a pleasant and 
most instructive morning in this library with Hafiz Ahmad Ali Khan the superinten- 
dent as my guide. The pictures have been to me a source of great delight some of 
these are unique. All the members of the library staff have given me every help.” 


ARABIC BOOKS & MANUSCRIPTS 





Among the few rarest of rare is the seventh century A.D. Quran written on 
parchment in early kufic script scribed by the fourth caliph, Hazrat Ali (d 661 A.D.). 
Another copy of Quran written on paper in eighth century A.D. attributed to the pen- 
manship of Imam Jafar Sadiq. A ninth century Quran ascribed to Imam Abul Hasan 
Musa written on parchment and tenth century Quran in early Naskh ascribed to the 
celebrated scholar and calligrapher “Ibn Muqla” who served three Caliphs of Baghdad 
as the Prime Minister and died on July 20, 94 A.D. He had reshaped the Arabic Kufic 
letters into Naskh which is still in vogue in one or the other form. It is indeed a unique 
specimen of the writing of Ibn Muqla in the world. 

The collection also includes one copy of Quran by the celebrated calligra- 
pher of Baghdad Yaqut al Mustasimi which exclusively bears the ornamentation in 
gold and precious stone lapis lazuli colours. This is datable to 13'° century A.D. 
Another highlight of Arabic manuscript by the same calligrapher is Diwan-al-Hadira 
dated 629 A.H. (1221 A.D.) Itonce decorated the royal library of Sultan Ibrahim Adil 
Shah of Bijapur. : 

An interesting work in Arabic of Pseudo geography and wonderful creation 
profusely illustrated with strange figures of humanbeings, animals and birds en- 
titled. Ajaibul Makhluqat was written by Zakaria bin Mahmud al Qazvini (d. 682 A.H. 
1283 A.D.) and scribed in elegant Naskh by Ibn Kamaluddin Husain in A.H. 929 A.H. 
(1571 A.D.). } ; 

Ta is yet another unique Arabic manuscript “Sharhul Kafia of Razi ud- 
Din” which bears marginal notes by Nawab S’adullah Khan, the Prime Minister of 
emperor Shah Jahan. This manuscript also bears a note by emperor Shah Jahan in 
his own hand writing and contains seals and signature of Sadullah Khan, Inayat 


Khan, Itimad Khan, Muhammad Salih Khan and Aurangzeb. 
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PERSIAN BOOKS, MSS & WASLIS 


The earliest manuscript in Persian is Zakhira-i-Khawarizm Shahi on medi- 
cine written by Zainuddin Ibrahim Gurgani d. 531 A.H. (1136 A.D.). Scribed in 514 
A.H. (1120 A.D.). 

Another one is a Tafsir-i-Tabri translated from Arabic by Abdul Baqi and 
scribed by Mirza Muhammad bin Mujtahid, is datable to 12" century A.D. It bears the 
autographs of King Shah Abbas of Iran and Qasim Beg Khan dated 1031 A.H. (1621- 
22 A.D.). Among the earliest illustrated Persian work is on the Mongol tribes namely 
‘Jami-ut-Tawarikh” by Rashiddin Fazlullah, includes rare miniature depicting vari- 
ous aspects of political, social, and religious life of the Mongols. The paintings indi- 
cate inscription from Chinese and Central Asian early paintings, which seem to 
have influenced the Herat school of Persia. 

Representing the Iranian style the library has the Khamsa of Nizami Ganjavi 
(d. 1203 A.D.) illustrated in 949 A.H. (1542-43 A.D.) It is beautifully painted against 
floral background. 

Mention may also be made of the Khamsa of Abdur Rahman Jami scribed in 
A.H. 977 (1569-70 A.D.) by Muhammad bin Alauddin. Also Haft Aurang of Jami dated 
A.H. 1038 (1628 A.D.) was bound with other masnavies scribed by Jamaluddin 
Katib Shirazi. - 

__ The manuscript of the Diwani-i-Jami scribed in A.H. 979 (1571 A.D.) bears a 
beautiful seal of Hamida Bano Begum daughter of Ali Akbar, mother of emperor 
Akbar and that Nazar Ara daughter of Shah Jahan on the colophon. It is interesting 
to note that Nazar Ara Begum daughter of Shah Jahan whose seal appears on 
colophon does not appear to be mentioned in the contemporary Persian literature. 

i The famous table of Indian origin namely Kalila-wa-Dimna translated by Abul 
Maali Nasrullah bin Muhammad Gaznavi seems to be illustrated and scribed in the 
mid sixteenth century A.D. Its miniatures depict landscapes, flora and fauna in no- 
table colour schemes. Emperor Akbar took great interest in paintings particularly in 
book illustration following the Mongol, Temurid and Rajput traditions. He commis- 
sioned several artist from India and Persia to illustrate various subjects besides 
illustrating, the books translated from Sanskrit to Persian for developing better un- 
derstanding the different communities & mutual ties. 

Melson Rampur Raza Libr ary is lucky to have more than one hundred and fifty 
age aa Ep of great literary and artistic value. These illustrations provide 
3 # ight in the contemporary life style, art, archiatecture, customs, ornaments 
Esides  'opographical details, flora, fauna and traditional musical instruments etc. 
hns Be the rare and valuable illustrated manuscripts is Diwan-i-Hafiz which 
iistraedt a Ing Akber’s eventful reign most probably between 1575-80 A.D. and 
Solana y e celetrated court painters. The manuscript written in elegant Nastaliq 
pt ana bears eleven miniatures, representing (1) The emperor listening from the 
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Diwan-i-Hafiz painted by Kanha (2) Darvishes dancing in the Khangah overpow- 
ered by the ecstasy of devotional music (3) a young prince in a rocky valley painted 
by Sanwala, (4) a nobelman listening to musician in the garden painted by Farrukh 
Chela (5) Prince riding on in a rocky surrounding painted by Manohar (6) A prince 
discussing with scholars and (7) old man watching a flock of sheep painted by 
Farukh Beg. (8) An interesting scene of Turkish Hammam and a prince enjoying 
wine painted by Narsingh, provide details of contemporary life style of sixteenth 
century A.D. 

Among the other rare manuscripts there are a copy of Risalah Khawaja 
Abdullah Ansari and Sad Pand !uqman bound together scribed in elegant Nastalia, 
and incomplete copy of Diwan-i-Bairam Khan in Turkish language in Nastaliq script 
the floral border with birds is remarkable for its natural beauty. One of the works in 
Turkish language is the daily dairy (Roznamah) of the classical poet Insha Allah 
Khan Insha contains significant information about the court of Avadh. 


REPOSITORY OF CALLIGRAPHY & CALLIGRAPHICAL ART 


The Rampur Raza Library is a unique and unparalleled repository of the 
calligraphical art & specimens of Islamic calligraphy of the celebrated master callig- 
raphers of Central Asia, Persia and India such as Mir Ali, Muhammad Husain 
Kashmiri Zarrin Raqam, Sultan Ali Mashadi, Aaqa Abdul Rasheed Delami, Dara 
Shikoh, Mir Imad al-Husaini Abdullah Mushkin Qalam, Gulzar Raqam, Muhammad 
Akram, Muhammad Habib, Muhammad Masum, Mumin al-Husaini, Muhammad Rafi, 
Muhammad Hashim and Muhammad Amin Samargandi. 

The famous calligraphers of Rampur State whose specimens are preserved 
in the library are Mir lwaz Ali Adil Malinabadi, Maulvi Ilahi Bakhsh Marjan Raqam, 
Ghualam Rasul Kahsmiri, Muhammad Hasan Kahsmiri, Muhammad Salamullah 
Rampuri, Muhammad Azim Ullah Khan Pahlawan Raqam, Muhammad Mahdi Ali 
Khan and Hafiz Ahmad Ali Khan Shaug etc. (RRL 2004-05). 


ora a ea A” 
SNS 









Porin tara te tena Se 
era, me 


Raza Library Rampur, Vigilance Week November 2006, Dr. Siddiqi with staff Members. 
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DR. W. H. SIDDIQI 


It would not be out of place to 
provide information about Dr. Wagarul 
Hasan Siddiqi. He is the son of Dr 
Mukhtar Ahmad Siddiqi, born on 11-9- 
1934 at Rasulpur in Gazipur Dist. He 
spent his early days in Mau then in 
Azamgarh Dist. of U.P. Dr. WH. 
Siddiqi did his M.A. (Medieval Indian 
History) in 1956 from Muslim Univer- 
sity Aligarh. M.A. in Persian 1965 & got 
the Ph.D. Degree in 1978 in Medieval 
History & Archaeology. He served in 
the Epigraphy Branch of ASI, Nagpur. 
After that NW Circle ASI DehraDun, 
West Circle Baroda, North Circle 
Agra, Building Survey Project New 
Delhi & at the Directorate of ASI New 
Delhi as Director. He acted as the Sr. 
Epigraphist, Dy. S.A., S.A. and Direc- 
tor Expedition Abroad, ASI, New Delhi. 

Now he is heading the Rampur Raza 

a Library as its OSD/ Member Secretary. 
Vigilance Week November 2006. Dr. Quddusi He has a large number of re- 
addressing on the same occassion. Rampur. search articles/publications/books to 
SR his credit. He is closely associated with 
~ the cause of Epigraphy. He has dis- 
\ covered a large number of inscriptions 
from various part of the country. The 
following articles are his best research 
contribution. 1. Inscription of Bengal 
Sultans from U.P. 2. Inscriptions of 
Shargis from U.P & Bihar. 3. Khalji 
and Tughlaq inscriptions from U.P. 
4. Sayyid, Lodi & Sur Inscriptions from 
Bihar & U.P. 5. Inscriptions of Akbar 
Vigilance Week November ae W.H. Set ea Wee 1 San ae be 
P Vigilance Week, Raza barat importa EELO He is also teaching & giving 
lecturers at the institute of ASI New Delhi. 
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XXIV. RAMPUR RAZA LIBRARY PUBLICATIONS 
a IZ S 20068 oe 


‘Name of Books 


Old Catalogue of Arabic MSS. 

Vol.Il. (Urdu) pp. 845 

Old Catalogue of Arabic MSS. 

Vol. Ill. (Urdu) pp. 352 

Dasturu'l Fasahat (Urdu) 

The last chapter of a work cn Urdu grammer 
Aurag-i-Gul (Urdu) 

A bibliographical work dealing with the life 
accounts of 29 modern Urdu poets with their 
selected poems. pp. 367 

Waq-i-Alamshahi (Persian) 

A diary of Prem Kishor Firaqi giving the daily 
account of the court of Shah Alam II * 
Tarikh-i-Akbari (Persian) 

By Arif Qandhari : A rare history of Akbar's 
reign in Persian, by his contemporary 
historian pp. 418 

The Catalogue of Arabic MSS. (English) 

By Maulana Imtiaz Ali Arshi. Vol.1, pp.567 
The Catalogue of Arabic MSS. (English) 

By Maulana Imtiaz Ali Arshi. Vol.I!, pp. 489 
The Catalogue of Urdu MSS. (Urdu) 

By Maulana Imtiaz Ali Arshi. Vol.1, pp.444 
The Catalogue of Arabic MSS. (English) 

By Maulana Imtiaz Ali Arshi. Vol.lll, pp. 529 
The Catalogue of Arabic MSS. (English) 

By Maulana Imtiaz Ali Arshi. Vol.V, pp.623 
The Catalogue of Arabic MSS. (English) 

By Maulana Imtiaz Ali Arshi. Vol.VI, pp. 269 
Kitab-ul-Maqtu-wal-Mausool (Arabic) 

Edited by Maulana Imtiaz Ali Arshi pp. 59 
The Catalogue of Arabic MSS. (English) 

By Maulana Imtiaz Ali Arshi. Vol.IV, pp. 615 
Raza Library Journal (Urdu) 

Edited by Dr. W.H. Siddiqi 

No. 2 pp. 413 

Raza Library Journal (Urdu) 

Edited by Dr. W.H. Siddiqi 

No. 3 pp. 345 

Tarikh-i-Muhammadi (Persian) pt Il pp. 63 
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Year 
1928 
1928 
1943 
1944 


1949 


1962 


1963 
1966 
1967 
1968 
1975 

1977 

1980 
1983 
1995 


1996 


1996 


Price (Rs.) 


200.00 
100.00 
75.00 


100.00 


100.00 


200.00 
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By Mirza Muhammad Ed. by j 
Prof Nisar Ahmad Faruqi Library ki 
Ibni Wirasat (Urdu) 


18. Rampur Raza ki J/mi Wirasat (Urdu) pp. 138 1996 85.00 

19. Catalogue of Persian MSS., of Raza Library 1996 200.00 
(Persian) Vol. 1, pp. 787 

20. Falsafatul Hindiya-al-Qadimah (Arabic) 1996 200.00 


(A book on ancient Hindu Philosophy) 
By Maulana Abdus Salaam Khan, pp. 270 
21. Coloured picture post cards of library, 1996 3.50 (P.Card) 
Specimens of Islamic Calligraphy, Rare 
Mughal Portrait and Miniatures Paintings. 


22. Catalogue of Persian MSS., of Raza Library 1997 200.00 
(Persian) Vol. Il, pp. 576 
23; Do-Risala der Naqd-i-Adabi (Persian) 1997 190.00 


(a) Tahqiqus Sadad fi Mazullahtili Azad By Shaikh 
Muhammad Siddiq Sukhanwar Bilgrami 
(b) Tadibuzzindiq fi Takzibis Siddiq By Mir Abdul 
Qadir Meharban Aurangabdi pp. 145 
24. Yaqzat Al-Na'imeen (Persian) 1997 
By Hazrat Shah Hamid Hargami.edited with 
Urdu translation by Prof. Nisar Ahmad Faruqi 
pp. 54 
25. Ang Darpan, by Syed Ghulam Nabi Raslin 1997 
Bilgrami, verses (Doha) in Hindi written in 
Persian script in 1741 A.D. Published in Hindi 
& Urdu script, pp. 70 
26. Adabgah-i-Rampur (Urdu) 
composed by Hosh Noumani pp. 204 
27. Akhbar-us-Sanadid (Urdu) 
By Najmul Ghani Khan Vol.1, (Reprint) pp. 814 
28. Akhbar-us-Sanadid (Urdu) 1997 300.00 
By Najmul Ghani Khan Vol. ll, pp. 571 
23. _Khat-ki-Kahani Taswiron ki-Zaban; (Urdu) 1998 800.00 
3 By Sata Ahmad, pp. 138 
ampur Raza Library Monoara h (Engli : 
By Dr. W. H. Siddiqi, pp. 82 engl yas > 
31. Maulana Mohammad Ali Aur Jang-i-Azadi 1998 200.00 
By Dr. Zaheer Ali Siddiqi, pp. 304 
32. Tarikh-i-Kitab Khana-i-Raza (Urdu) 
A history of Rampur Raza Library, by Hafiz 
Ahmad Ali Shaug, Pp. 304 
33: Tarikh-i-Shahia-i-Nishapuria (Persian) 1998 
By Qasim Ali Nishapuri.Edited by Shah Abdus 
Salam. Foreword by Dr. W.H. Siddiqi, pp.140 
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39. 


36. 
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38. 


39. 


40. 


41. 


42. 


43. 


44. 


45. 


46. 


47. 


Farhang-i-Qawwas (Persian) 
By Fakhruddin Mubark Qawwas.Edited by 


Prof.Nazir Anmad.Published by Dr.W.H. Siddiqi 


pp. 366 

Rampur-ka-Dabistan-i-Urdu (Urdu) 

By Shabbir Ali Khan “Shakeb” pp.573 
Rampur-ka-Dabistan-i-Urdu (Urdu) 
Nos.4-5, Edited by Dr. W.H.Siddiqi, pp.409 
Catalogue of Special Exhibition of Raza 
Library (Hindi - Urdu) 

Compiled by Dr. W.H.Siddiqi, pp.166 
Musaddas Tahniyat Jashn-i-Benazir 
(illustrated) By Mir Yar Ali Jan Sahib.Edited 
in Urdu and Hindi, by Dr.W.H.Siddiqi and 
Imtiaz Ali Khandara (Facsimile publication) 
pp.209 

History of the Indian struggle for freedom 


1857 (Urdu), by Syed Khursid Mustafa Rizvi. 


Forward by Dr.W.H.Siddigi, pp. 769 
Catalogue of Persian Manuscripts of 
Rampur Raza Library Vol.3.Published by 
Dr.W.H.Siddiqi, pp.171 | 
Index to the Six volume of Arabic 
Manuscripts Preserved in Rampur Raza 
Library, compiled by Abu Sa'd Islahi 
Foreword by Dr.W.H.Siddiqi.pp.234 (Arabic) 
Shakar Sheri Intekhab, by Shukat Ali Khan. 
Foreword by Dr.W.H.Siddigi, (Urdu) pp.352 
Catalogue of Sanskrit Manuscripts of 
Rampur Raza Library. Compiled by Dr.Farha. 
Foreword by Dr. Vidya Niwas Misra. 


Published by Dr.W.H.Siddidi. (Sankrit) pp.352 


Tazkirah Hunarmandaan-e-Rampur, by Ibne 
Hasan Khursheed.Edited by Dr.W.H.Siddiai. 
(Urdu) pp. 212 

Riyaz-ush-Shuara, by Ali Quli Waleh 
Daghistani Edited by Prof.Sharif Husain 
Qasemi. Published by Dr.W.H.Siddiqi, 
(Persian) pp. 921 

Silk-i-Gauhar (Urdu) (Reprint) 

A tale written by Insha Dehlvi in dotless word 
Published by Dr. W.H. Siddiqi, pp.40 
Ras Prabodh, by Syed Ghulam Nabi Raslin 
Bilgrami. Edited by Dr.W.H.Siddiqi 

script in Hindi & Urdu, pp. 272 
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49. 
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52. 


53. 


55. 


56. 


57. 


58. 


59. 


60. 


61. 


Raza Library Journal No.6-7. Edited by 
Dr. W.H.Siddiqi, pp. 318 

Raza Library Joumal No. 8-9.Edited by 
Dr. W.H. Siddiqi, pp. 390 
History of Rohilkhand : Urdu translation of 
Gul-i-Rahmat with Persian text, 

by Nawab Sa’adat Yar Khan. Compiled & 
Translated by Prof. Shah Abdul Salam. 
Published by Dr. W.H. Siddiqi pp. 274 
Wadiat-i-Mushtagi, by Shaikh Rizqullah 
Mushtaqi.Edited & annotated by Prof.latidar 
Husain Siddiqui, Dr.W.H.Siddigi. pp.302 
Madrasa Aaliya Rampur:Ek Tarikhi Daras 
Gah (Urdu) by Maulana Mohammad 
Abdulsalam Khan Published by 
Dr.W.H.Siddigi, pp. 60 

Tarikh-i-Muhamadi (1000 to 1100 A.H.) 


(Persian) Edited by Prof.Nisar Ahmad Faruqi. 


Published by Dr.W.H.Siddiqi Vol.2 Part 5. 
pp. 446 

Astronomical Instruments in the Rampur 
Raza Library (English) by S.R.Sarma. 
Published by Dr.W.H.Siddidi. pp.95 
Tarikh-i-Rampur 1930-1949 AD. (Urdu) 
Compiled by Shaukat Ali Khan. 

Published by Dr. W.H.Siddigi, pp.442 
Studies in Arehaeology and History 
(Commemoration volume of Prof.S.Nurul 
Hasan) Edited by Prof. Satish Chandra and 
Dr.W.H.Siddigi. pp.518. (English) 

Rampur ke Shikari Aur Shikar, 

by Masood Zafar.Foreword by 
Dr.W.H.Siddigi Pp.518 (English) 
Waqa-i-uz-Zaman (Fath Nama-i-Nur Jahan 
Begum) By Kami Shirazi.Edited and 
translated with summary by Dr.W.H. Siddiqi, 
pp.299 (Eng. & Persian) 

Monograph on a Critical and comparative 
Study of Amir Khusrau’s Ain-i-Sikanderi, 

by Prof. Maria Bilquis. Foreword 

Dr. W.H. Siddiqi pp. 178, (English) 

Arabi ilm-wa-Adab Mein Rohelkhand ka 
Hissa by Abu Sa'd Isalhi. Foreword by 
Dr.W.H. Siddiqi. Pp.312. (Urdu) 


Raza Library Journal 10-11. (Urdu) 
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62. 


63. 


64. 


T1. 


I2, 


14, 


15, 


76, 


Edited by Dr.W.H.Siddiqi, pp.343 
Tarikh-i-Rohila, by Nafis Siddiqi 

Foreword by Dr.W.H.Siddiqi,pp.614 (Urdu) 
Catalogue of the Arabic manuscripts in the 
Rampur Raza Library, by Imtiyaz Ali Arshi 
Foreword by Dr.W.H.Siddiqi, Vol.3. pp.529 
(Persian) 

Tarikh-i-Muhamadi (900 to 999 A.H.) 
(Persian) Edited by Prof.Nisar Ahmad 
Faruqi. Foreword by Dr.W.H.Siddiqi Vol.2 
Part 4. pp.446 

Khat ki Kahani Tasviron ki Zabani, by Syed 
Ahmad Foreword by Dr.W.H.Siddiqi, pp.294 
(Urdu) 

Sho’ara’ Amroha, by Misbah Ahmed Siddiqi 
Foreword by Dr.W.H.Siddiqi, pp.344 
Makatib-e-Shah Waliullah of Delhi (Persian) 
Edited by Prof. Nisar Ahmad Faruqi. 
Foreword by Dr. W.H.Siddiqi 

Vol. í & 2 pp. 665 

Nawab Khan Bahadur Khan by Zeba Lateef. 
Foreword by Dr.W.H.Siddidi, op.208 (Hindi) 
Raza Library Journal-12-13 

Edited by Dr. W.H. Siddiqi 

Barah Masa Neeh, by Maulvi Hifzulla Qadri 
Foreword by Dr.W.H.Siddiq), pp.69 (Urdu) 
Malushai, by Mandeep Kaur. (Hindi) 
Convener & Publisher Dr.W.H. Siddiqi, 
pp.236 

Madumailti (Text in Persian and Hindi) 


by Malik Manjan. Foreword by Dr. W.H. Siddiqi 


ppl.541 
Sarguzasht-e-Delhi: 1857 Ke Aandolan KI 
Kahani Jeevan Lal KI Zabani, Edited and 
Translated by Dr. Darakhshan Tajwar 
Foreword by Dr, W.F.Slddiqi, pp:-436 
Urdu Sha'ri Ke Neem Wa Mareeche, by 
Waris Kirmani, Foreword by | Wie Siddiqi 
pp.01 
Khamaushi ka Bayan (Kulliyaate-Maui) 
Sayyed Muhammad All Maul, Foreword by 
Or. WH, Siddiqi, pp. 358 
Unnisvin Sadi ke Urdu Akhibarat 
by Dr. Shayarullah Khan, Foreword by 
Or. WE. Siddiqi, pp. 170 
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77. Munshi’ate - Brahman, by Chandra Bhan 2005 200.00 
Brahman.Edited by Prof.S.H. Qasemi and 
Dr.W.H. Siddiqi, pp. 142 


78. Uttar Pradesh ke Rohilkhand Chhaitra ki 2005 


850.00 

Sangeet (Ek Viveenaatmak Adhyan), by 
Dr.Smt. Sandhya Rani. 
Foreword by Dr.W.H.Siddiqi, pp.308 

79. Azhar Inayati Aur Ghazal.Edited by 2006 350.00 
Dr. W.H. Siddiqi, pp. 281 | 

80. Kuch Rang Zindagi ke, by R.K.Mathur. 2006 125.00 
Foreword by Dr.W.H.Siddiai, pp.76 

81. Ghoomti Nadi, by Prof. Waris Kirmani. 2006 550.00 
Foreword by Dr. W.H.Siddiqi, pp.434 

82. History of Rohila and Culture, by Nafis 2006 650.00 
Siddiqui.Foreword i, Dr.W.H.Siddigi, 
pp.692 

83. Nadirat-i-Shahi.Foreword by Dr.W.H. Siddiqi 2006 850.00 

84. Ras Rang.Edited by Ramanand Sharma 2006 300.00 
Foreword by Dr.W.H. Siddiqi, pp.214 

85. Urdu Zaban Aur ee By Gopychand 2006 450.00 
Narang : 

86. Afkar-o-Shaksiyat by Z.A. Siddiqi 2006 450.00 


(Dr. W.H. Siddiqi) 
Officer on Special Duty 
Rampur Raza Library, Ramur,U.P 
Phone No. 0595-2325045 23272 (R) 2325346 
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Dr. M. Yaseen Quddusi 





Miss Mohini Rani attached Miss Bilqees Faruqi attached 
to the Office of the OSD to the Office of the OSD 
/Director Rampur Raza Library [Director Rampur Raza Library 





Thick silver coin of emperor Jahangir. Allahabad mint. Raza Library Rampur Collection. 
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2002 Books fair at Nagpur, Prom left Mis Mohd, Zafai Kham 

Ov, Abu Sad lslahi (Library Information Aiie, MA iai Mahmood 
all tha three from Raza Library Rampur with Da MV Mikis at AS, Nat 
The team was headed by DF Abu aad baiati 
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BANGALORE 


BHOPAL 
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DHARWAD 
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(18) 
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(28) 
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Dr. S.V.P. Halkatti SA, ASI Kendriya Sadan V Floor 
“F” wing 17th Main Kramangala Bangalore 560034 
(Ph. : 080/25537348) : 

Shri C.B. Patil Dy SA of the above office 

(Ph. : 080/255377347) 

Shri Saifullah Librarian of the above office 

(Ph. : 080/25537734, M. : 9845472258) 

Shri N.B.Kempegauda Sr. CA. Tipu Sultan Palace 
Bangalore 560018 (Ph. : 080/26706836) 


Dr. K.K. Muhammad SA, ASI GTB Complex lind 
Floor B Bloct TT Nagar Bhopal 462003 
(Ph. : 0755/2558250) 


Dr. D.N. Dimri SA, ASI, 153 VIP Area Sri Jagannath 
Nivas; Nayapalli, Bhubaneswar 751015 
(Ph. : 0674 2559133) 


Dr. S. Nagarjuna Dy SE Incharge, Epigraphy ASI 
Br. Fort St. George Chennai 600009 

(Ph. : 044/25672375, 2567583) 

Shree K. Karuppiah Sr. Epigraphists 

of the above office. 

Dr. S. Rajavelu Sr. Epigraphists of the above office. 


Shri Sayed Jamal Hasan SA, ASI, “Dharohar’ 
Tyagi Road, Dehradun 248001 (Uttarakhand) 
(Ph.: 0135/2723390) 


Shri S.V. Venkateshaiah SA, ASI, Kalyan Nagar 
Dharwad 580007 (Ph. : 0836/2745815) 

Shri S.S. Naik Dy SA of the above office 

(Ph. : 0836/2443678) 


Shri N. Taher SA Incharge, Goa Circle ASI B-2 Happy 
Home St. Inez Panaji, Goa 403001 

(Ph. : 0832/2224703) 

Shri S. Bagi A A, Velha Goa Museum ASI Velha Goa 
(Ph. : 0832/2285333) 

Dr. D. Jitendra Das SA, ASI, Kendriya Sadan llird Floor 
Sultan Bazar Hyderabad 500095 (Ph. : 040/24658124) 
Smt. G. Maheswari Dy. SA of the above office 

(Ph. : 040/24658124) 
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JAIPUR - (34) Dr.R.C. Agrawal Rtd. Director, Rajasthan 8/192 Malviya 
Nagar Jaipur (Ph. : 01 41/2550714) 
KOLKOTA (35) Dr. S.K. Mitra SA, ASI, Central Govt. Office Complex 


Ath Floor Sector-1 Block DF, Salt Lake City 
Kolkata 700064 (Ph. : 033/23343775) 
(36) Shri S.K. Choudhary Dy SA of the above office 
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(38) Shri Indu Prakash ASA of the above office 
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Lucknow (Ph. : 0522/2256336) 
MUMBAI (40) Shri G.S. Narasimhan SA, ASI, Sim Fort 
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a Dr. K. M. Bhadri former DE, Mysore 


Shri. P. Venkateshan SA now incharge Epigraphy 
Mysore. 


(52a) Shri. N. C. Prakash ASA Tipu Sultan Museum, DD 
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(Ph. : 08236/25202345) 
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(68) ` Dr. B.R. Andhare S-70, Bharat Nagar Nagpur-440001 
(Ph. : 0712/2547436, Mob. : 9881024595) 
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ABBREVIATIONS 


The following abbreviations used in the present publication, may be taken in 
its full forms as under: 


1) ARIE 
AREp Annual Report on Indian Epigraphy. 
AREP 
2) B G. Bijapur Distt. Mysore State Gazetteer. : 
3) C P. The Coral Paradise by Sports Lakhshadweep Tourism. 
4) EIAPS. Epigraphia Indica Arabic and Persian Supplement. 
5) EIM. Epigraphia Indo Moslemica. 
6) | A. Indian Archaeology A Review. 
7) I C. Monumental Islamic Calligraphy from India (WE Begley 1986 Illinois). 
8) L D. Landmarks of the Deccan 
9) MSG. Maharashtra State Gazetteer Aurangabad Distt. Nagpur 
Distt. Amraoti Distt. etc. 
10) RRL. Rampur Raza Library 30th Annual Report 2004-05 Rampur. 
11) W.I. Wararcha Itihas. 
12) WMB. Wagqiyat-i-Mamlikat-Bijapur. 











Mr. Anwar Vali Mr. Adnan Anwar Vali Mr. Altaf Anwar Vali 


$ (M/s. Altaf H. Vali Sitabuldi, Nagpur.) 
Lovers of Islamic Calligraphiy, arts - crafts & cultural heritape of India. 
Chart of 99 names of Allah was supplied by them to includes in this publication. 





Dr. B.R. Andhare former HOD History Morris College, 

Nagpur is a well known historian. A large no. of books 
on the Bhonsla rulers of Nagpur have been published by 

him. Recently he has been awarded the D.litt. Degree 

by the RTM Nagpur University. He is the founder & director 
of the research institutional museum (Itihas Sanshodhan 
Loe Kendra) Sau. Meera Andhare, Sanskrutik Sangrahalay, 
HE E ER A Z, Bharat Nagar, Nagpur, where a large no. of coins, 
antiquity, documents & othe i : 
Dr. BR. Andhare quity her objects are on display 
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: 2-3-1945 Naya Bazar, 
Kamptee. 


: Abdul Quddus (1900-1988) 
S/o Barkatullah (d.1912) 
S/o Mubarak. 


: Amena Bi (1905-1985) 


D/o Mohd. Yaqub Sardar 
of Naya Bazar, Kamptee 


Mubarak migrated after 1857 
from Mau-Azamgarh U.P. 

to Kamptee and settled 

in Naya Bazar, Kamptee 

with other relatives. 


: i) Hakim Abdul Aziz Quddusi 


(1925-2001) ii) Dr. Mohd. 
Younus Afsar (b.1931) 

iii) Mohd. Yousuf Quddusi 

(b. 1938) iv) Mohd. Khurshid 
Quddusi (b. 1941) v) Dr. Mohd. 
llyas Quddusi (1 950-2006) 

vi) Hajyani Najmunnisa — 
(1927-1973) & vil) Hajyani 
Qamarunnisa (b. 1934) 


7. Academic Record : i) Urdu Pry School Kamptee 


ii) HSSC from MM Rabbani H. 
Sr School Kamptee-1963, 

iii) B.A. Morris College/NMV- 
1966 iv) PGTD Nag. Universily 
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Glimpses of Indian History & Culture 









Hist. 1968 M.A. V) M.A. Persian 1970 Nagpur University E 
vi) Ph.D. Nagpur University-Hist. 1974. 
8. Marriage : 1976 with Farzana Begam D/o Abdul Aziz. Two sons i) Dr. Mohtashim | 
Rizwan Quddusi ii) Nishat Ahmad Quddusi, Daughter Moina Tabassum 


: H 
9. Service Record : Joined the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI), Epigraphy Branch, Old 
High Court Building Nagpur 1974-2005, 


10. : Apart from his academic, research work, exploration & field duties in | 
various parts of India and lakhshadweep Islands, he delivered lectures 
and taught at the Institute of Archaeology ASI, New Delhi since 


1 986-2003, He continued to highlight the Importance of Perso-Arabic ` 


Presently he is the Inquiring Officer / Authority in the ASI. 
Haj 2002. He perform the Haj in 2002 with his wife, relatives & friend 
Mr. !mteyaz Ahmad of Pili Haveli, Kamptee. The Journey account is 


available in his publish book Safar-e-Sadat-e-Haj 2002 A.D. . | 
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| Inscription from Prince of Wales Museum Mumbai. Originally from Surat 
(Gujarat). The old Sarai Building was converted into a Municipal office building in 


be charged from the learned & pious men. mendic- i H 
an -a0 > men, mendicants and pilgrams to the Holy 
cities (Mecca-Medina). It further clarifies that the rest charged amount from 


aa e name vided accommodation. It contains the date A.H. 
Mashhad (1925-96 Ein = D, Jahan and the text inscribed by Mohd. Amin 
Apart from its 


Mughal Sarai at Surat built by Hagigat Se thet inscription from the old 
be useful to understand the var ae 3 e cher sources and r ecords will 


facilities provided to the piligrims during the mede va ative requirements & 


Dr. M. Yaseen Quddusi 


